


NASKIAN PEMELITARAAN
PERPUSTARAAN NEGARA MALAYSIA
2 SEP 1988






KuaLaA LUMPUR
1880~1895






KuaLA LUMPUR
1880-1895

A city in the making

J. M. Gullick

The Heritage of Malaysia Trust

Pelanduk Publications



© The Malaysian Branch of the Royal
Asiatic Society 1955

This Edition published in 1988 by

Pelanduk Publications (M) Sdn Bhd
23M Jalan SS2/67

47300 Petaling Jaya

Selangor Darul Ehsan

Malaysia

for

The Heritage of Malaysia Trust
Badan Warisan Malaysia

Frontispiece: A view of Kuala Lumpur in 1882.

All rights reserved. No part of this

publication may be reproduced, stored

in a retrieval system, or transmitted

in any form or by any means, electronic,

mechanical, photocopying, recording or b
otherwise, without the prior permission 4 7 d 4 39
of Pelanduk Publications (M) Sdn Bhd. APB

ISBN No. 967-978-233-6 (board)

Printed by Eagle Trading Sdn Bhd
81 Jalan $525/32, Taman Mayang, Selangor

17 1980

Perpustekann Negara




Contents

Introduction to the present edition

Author's Preface ¥ 54 %

Kuala Lumpnr, 1550-95 . - 5 i

Sources

Appendix A (The controversy about Chinese Seeret
Socicties in Singapore)

Appendis B (Extracts from contemporary accounts
illustrating the development of Selangor and
the growth of Kuala Lumpur in the period
1875-95, prepared by C. A. Gibson-TIill}

Kuala Lampue about 1877 (Tames Times)

A usturalist i Selangor, 1878 (W2 T Hornadas

Wellks fit vt to Slangor s,
wederick Weld

Sir Frederick
1880 (Sir F
4 Unvels i Selingae, i 1883 (Awbrse B,
Rathbamc ) « 5

“The opening of the railway between Klag and
Kuala Loumpur, 15 September, 1856 {corres-
pondent of the Steaits T ures)

6. "Uhe afficial opening of Connaught Brid
April. 1890 NnrrL\wvm]Lut of the Si
Free Press). . 0

T'he new Goverament Offices, Sclngor: Jaying

the foundation stone, 6 October, 1594 {anony-

mous, Selangor Jourmal) .

S The installation’ of eloctric g ar Kuala
Lumpur Radway Station: the official opening,

May, 1895 (ibid) . Do

Appendix € (Notes on the maps illustrating this
paper, by €. A. Gilwon Il L

ins

1065

167

170



KUALA LUMPOR & ENVIRONS k

1889

>/
e

N
K‘UDU//n)\\

. VILAGE

5

3

ZE e romos f
Gt rown by (. TWOOD, Sesoper Survwy O, & rhogrogind by STANFORD'S Geogh _Extett, Loncon, in /3G9




Introduction to the Present Edition

Urban Development is in progress in every large city:
it is one of the Facts of Life. But when this modern
Juggernaut threatens our own territory it may arouse
alarm and despondency.

( The little town of Kuala Lumpur began to take shape
around 1875 about twenty miles up the Klang river on
its East bank. The administrative headquarters of the
State of Selangor was moved there from Klang in
1880. Expansion was rapid, and in 1895 the town was
officially designated the capital of the Federated Malay
Syates.

ZThe first settlement grew up along the bank of the
Klang river on low lying ground. A Market was its focal
point. Small houses and shops built of planks with
attap thatched roofs bordered the market on two sides
to form lanes, which were known as ‘Ampang Road’
and ‘Market Road’. A third road named ‘Pudu Road
grew up at the same time. Pudu and Ampang were
mining areas and the lanes led in those directions, but
only extended to the edge of the surrounding jungle.

The settlement was often flooded and it also suffered
from disastrous fires on three occasions before the start
of the Civil War (1869 1873). It was destroyed by fire
during thé last months of the Civil War and might never
have been restored if it had not been for the courageous
determination of Yap Ah Loy. He caused houses and
shops of plank and thatch to be yébuilt in what later
became the pre-war pattern, with the Market in the
centre, and his own plank house facing the market./

The population began to grow and soon expansion
was necessary. But swamps bordered the settlement on
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the West and South and the river flowed along its East
boundary. Expansion was only possible to the North.

The land on that side rose gently but had been left
unoccupied. Yap Ah Loy, the pioneer, took the lead
and erected a ‘Sick House’ for miners suffering from
Malaria and other tropical diseases on this higher
ground. Not long afterwards he built the first Chinese
School on the rising ground and followed this with a
Theatre. Attracted by Ah Loy’s initiative, several other
leading pioneers, headed by Yap Kwan Seng, (the Third
Capitan China) built large houses on the high ground,
though Ah Loy continued to live beside the Market.
These houses were built before 1890.

When Swettenham was appointed Resident of
Selangor in 1882, he tried to reduce the fire hazard by
issuing directions that all old houses should be rebuilt
using bricks and should have tiled roofs. But the brick
kilns which had been built in an area known as
‘Brickfields’, could not supply the needs of even half
the town. Rebuilding was therefore carried out by
phases. The first two roads to be rebuilt were Market
Road and Ampang Road. Priority was then given to
the road which had grown up along the higher ground.
It had been named ‘High Street’, not because it was
then a main thoroughfare, but because it was higher
than the rest of the town.

High Street was surveyed and lots on each side of
the street were sold for $400/- each. One of the new
tenants was a Chinese bakery.

Two Temples were built there, the first by Yap
Ah Loy, who sited it at the junction of High Street
and Pudu Road. He named it after his Patron deity,
Sen Ta. It is still standing. A Hindu Temple named
‘Mariammah Temple’ was built by the head of
the Indian Community, Thambusamy Pillai, soon
afterwards.
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High Street became increasingly popular and before
1890 it was extended Southwards until it reached the
river bank, so that travellers who wished to go to Klang
could follow High Street. About the same time a small
Central Police Station was built near the Southern end
of the road.

(This development took place while the town was the
State capital and before it was promoted to be the
capital of the Federated Malay States. When the new
Government Offices on the opposite side of the river
were opened by the Governor in 1896, High Street was
the longest and most handsome street in Kuala
Lumpur.

This Street (now called Jalan Bandar) and its elder-
ly neighbours, form an oasis in a modern city which
has spread in every direction, no longer handicapped
by swamps or floods.

Kuala Lumpur has been widely publicised in the
capitals of the World as a Tourist attraction. But will
the Tourists who come here pause to admire the
monolithic structures, which may resemble high-rise
buildings in their own countries, or will they not prefer
to walk between rows of low, brick shop houses, a
novelty which they can photograph and show to their
relatives and friends when they return home? Will they
admire the towering Police Headquarters across the
river or will they prefer to visit the simple, historic
Police Station at one end of Jalan Bandar, where it
has stood for nearly a century?

Few people in the City today know how their town
grew and developed. Fortunately, Mr. J.M. Gullick,
a former member of the Malayan Civil Service, has
assembled in this little book, a detailed account of
Kuala Lumpur between 1880 and 1895. It includes a
vivid account of how the town grew, the development
of tin mining, which brought the town into existence,
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the trade which provided good business for the shop-
keepers, the administration, the schools, and the
railway which carried passengers and freight to and
from the town.

High Street (or Jalan Bandar as it is now known)
played a vital part in this story. The Heritage of
Malaysia Trust — ‘‘Badan Warisan Malaysia’’,
strongly supports the action which is being taken by
the Mayor of Kuala Lumpur to preserve the Old Town,
and in particular the Shop Houses in Jalan Bandar and
the old Police Station which helped to maintain Law
and Order in those early days.

As a contribution to the efforts by City Hall to
preserve this historic Street and its neighbouring
buildings, the Council of the Badan Warisan Malaysia
has arranged for public a new edition of ‘Kuala
Lumpur 1880-1895° with the cordial consent of
Mr. Gullick and the generous cooperation of the
Managing Director of Pelanduk Publications.

We also hope that this well-researched book will be
widely read, not only by residents of Kuala Lumpur,
but also by visitors from overseas, who share with us
a keen appreciation of the importance of preserving
the visible evidence of local history.

Tan Sri Dato’ Dr. Mubin Sheppard
20 March, 1988.



Author’s Preface

“The pioneer in the field of Kuala Lumpur's history was the
late S. M. Middlebrook whose biography of Yap ™ Ah Loy
(JMBRAS, 24, (2), 1951) has alrcady beeeme a classic. My debt
to Middlebrook for the material used in the introductory section
of this paper is obvious enough. The idea of writing this paper
“was first suggested to me by Dr Gibson-Hill when Middlchrook’s
manuseript was being completed for publication.

The biography of Yap Ah Loy is the story of the achicve-
ment of a remarkable individual scen against the background of
the history of the community whose acknowledged leader he
was. ‘This paper is not, except in a chronological scnse, offerred
as a sequel to the story of Yap Ah Loy, It 15 the story of the
activities of many men, the heirs of Yap Al Loy engaged
converting his dirty, rambustious, immensely vital mining caimp
into the brisk, slightly gentec] State capital of 1895.

‘The reader might supposc that a contributor to this Jourual
sends in a paper of this nature, and then sits back to wait for the
gratifying moment when it appears in print. But this is not so.
After acceptunce of the fext begins a sort of historical paper-
chase led by Dr Gibson-Hill in scarch of maps, photographs, port-
raits and contemporary notices to be used as |1\usi‘mlml|s. Most
of the material with which this paper is illustrated owes its pro-
venance to the ideas and suggestions of the Editor.  For this,
and all his other help, T am most grateful.

G. F. Gripper, Chief Inspector of Mings, drew my atlen-
tion to the passage in Anderson on mining villages in the Klang
valley in the carly part of the nincteenth century and allowed me
to quote his theory about Sungei Lumpur. lle s not res onsible
for any crrors which may appear in passages on mining. P. Mor-
ral enabled me to correct an error i a reference to H. C. Syers.

For vatious illustrations T am indebted to the Dircctor of
the Raffles Muscum, G. de G. Sieveking, (Curator of the
Perak Museum), J. S. Henry (of the High School, Klang) and
M. |. Hayward (British Adviser, Pahang).~ Raja Ayoub bin Raja
Haiji Bot found for us a portrait of his %athcr: and D. M. Fenney
(of the Malay Mail) and G. W. Webb (Secretary for Chinese
Affairs, Selangor) told us where other portraits were located. The
President and members of the Yap Clan Association allowed me
to have copics made of their portraits of the three Yap Capitan
China. I\}Cssrs Allen and Unwin kindly provided us with the
blocks for two iflustrations appearing in Sir Frank Swettenham's
“British Malaya” (1906; revised edition, 1948).




6 J. M. Gullick

The origin of the maps is explained in more detail in Appen-
dix C (pp. 170-72). Here 1 would record that C. Noble
(Surveyor-General ), . Moir (Chief Cartographer) and T.AL.
Concannon (Federal Town Planner), together with the Curator
of the Raffles Museum, Singapore, and the Ionorary Sceretary,
MBRAS, have provided varous maps and allowed them to be
copied or reproduced direct for this paper.

<

Several passages in the main text and the whole of Appendices
B & C have been contributed by Dr. C. A. Gibson-Hill.

I should like to record my grateful thanks for all this most
welcome assistance.

Kuala Lumpur J. M. Gurrick.
June, 1955

This book is a Reprint of a Journal published in August 1955 by the
Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asialic Society. The suthor, J. M. Gullick,
served in the Malayan Civil Service from 1945 until 1957 and has since
contributed many well researched articles to the MBRAS Journals about
the history of Selangor, Negeri Sembilan and Kedah.

The subject of Mr. Gullick’s paper — ‘Kuala Lumpur 1880~ 1895" — has
recently become of topical interest in view of proposals to apply Urban
Development to the earliest part of Kuala Lumpur.

Although the reproduction of some of the early maps leaves a good deal
to be desired, they have been included to support the text and the Council
of the Heritage of Malaysia Trust — Badan Warisan Malaysia — is glad
10 republish the book, with the cordial consent of Mr. Gullick and of the
Council of the Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, which was
the original publisher.



Kuala Lumpur, 1880-1895
by J. M, Gurrick, M.A.

Karly in 1888 Frank Swettenham returned to Kuala
Lumpur after a period of absence from his post of British Resident,
Selangor. Soon after his return A. R. Venning proposed to
him {hat a botanic garden should be laid out in the valley of
the Sungei Bras Bras.  Venning was the State Treasurer, Selan-
gor, but before coming to Malaya he had been a planter in
Ceylon,  This fact may explain his interest in horticulture.
Swettenham was a thorough administrator. ~ Before he would
give the scheme his support, he and Venning spent several early
mornings scrambling up and down the sides of a “valley which
consisted of several acres of swamp, in which briars and lallang,
forest trees, screw pines and tree fems were interspersed in pictures
que confusion.” At length Swettenham was satisfied and agreed
to authorise a small grant from State funds for the new garden.

Venning then began what his colleagues recognised as a
“labour of love”. Over a period of nearly ten vears he gradually
cleared and laid out 2 garden or park of 173 acres. Scrub and
rank grass were cut down; common trees were replaced by orna-
mental and flowering trees and shrubs; “an_experimental eco-
nomic garden” was laid out (not for nothing lmzre\’enning been
a planter). The project attracted public interest and sup-
port from the ‘start, Towkay Chow Ah Ycok, leading figure of
the Cantonese community, contributed one hundred white chém-
paka and orange trees to Venning's initial planting programme
of 1888. A ILuropean construction contractor called Gordon
undertook to dam up the Sungei Bras Bras so as to make an
ornamental lake. Later on there were band concerts in the
gardens and the general management of the place was entrusted
fo a representative committee over which Venning presided.

Even in his first year Venning achieved a great deal.  When,
therefore, the Governor of the Stmaits Scttlements, Sir Cecil
Clementi Smith, came on a visit to Kuala Lumpur in May 1889,
Swettenham asked him to recognise Venning's work by formally
opening the new gardens. A heavy downvour of rain on the
afternoon of the 13th May did not entirely mar the occasion.
In the presence of a large gathering Clementi Smith declared
the gardens open and gave the name “Sydney Lake” to the
“fine sheet of water” dammed up by Mr Gordon. It was so
called after Mrs Swettenham’s Christian name.
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Thus Kuala Lumpur got its Lake Gardens. 'T'he episode 15
typical of a process at work throughout the fifteen year period
with which this pag)er is concerned. In 1880, when the State
capital was moved from Klang to Kuala Lumpur, the town was
a_thriving but raw and rumbustions Chinese mining centre.
The first iﬁumpccm administrator to be permanently stationed in
Kuala Lumpur arrived only in the autumn of 1879, Until then
Kuala Lumpur had been admimstered by its Capitan China, Yap
Ah Loy. Ah Loy's achicvement in this respect deserves high
praise.  But his government was Timited to maintaining law and
order and promoting economic development in the form of tin-
mining.  He hardly tackled the problems of health, fire preven-
tion and municipal administration generally. Kuala Lumpur in
1880 was a crowded and appallingly dirty “village, swept by fire
and epidemic disease in almost every year.

By contrast Kuala Lumpur in 1895 had for some years been
“the neatest and prettiest Chinese and Malay town” in Malaya
(this was the opinion of a visiting Governor). The deficiencies
of Ah Loy’s administration had been remedied.  There had also
been a subtler change in the minds of men.  In 1880 Kuala
Lumpur had been a place to which men came to wark for a few
years and to make money. In 1895 it had become a settled

ity or group of itics with their own institutions
and social organisation. Thus its inhabitants had founded the
need which did not exist in the mining camps of 1880. Thus
Victoria Institution for the education of their children — a social
Venning's ornamental trees in the Lake Gardens were both an
acknuchdgcmem of a need for amenity and recre tion, and a
declaration of intention to remain and ‘enjoy such things.

‘The subject of this paper is a study of the making of this
urban community.

Kuala Lumpur up to 1880.

Kuala Lumpur in 1880 was Yap Ah Loy's Kuala Lumpur.
For nearly twenty years this dynamic and masterful Chinese
miner had defended, reconstructed and developed Kuala Lum-
pur. This story has been well told by S. M. Middlebrook in his
biography of Yap Ah Loy (JMBRAS, 24 (Z) 1951), but a
summary of it is a necessary introduction herc.

‘TI'in had been mined in the Klang valley for centuries and
it is reasonable to suppose that the deposits around Kuala Lum-
pur had been worked from time to time. But tin-mining until

11 1

the ni h century was g ly a very
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spasmodic affair. The opening of a minc did not entail any
permanent settlement on or near the site. By 1824 it was pos-
sible however to list the known mining centres, whether per-
manent or not, as “villages” in the Klang valley.  These were:—

Penaga

Petaling

Serdang

Junjong  (Jinjang ?)

Pantei Rusa (not now identifiable)
Kuala Kubu (ditto)

Goa Batu (Batu Caves)

Sungei Lumpur

Was “Sungei Lumpur” near or on the site of the modern Kuala
Lumpur ? It is an intrigning possibility but there are difficultics.

The miners who penetrated to the interior used the rivers
as the only practicable means of communication. There were
a few tracks through the jungle but they were not much
used.  Swettenham onee described travel overland thus:—

Over the roots, through the thoms, wading and swimming. rivers and
streams, plonghing through miles of bog and mud in the heat and the
rain, stung by everything that stines (their name i legion) and usually
spending two ‘or three nights in the jungle with any kind of shelter
that a chopper and the forest could supply,

Miners came up the rivers as far as their boats could go and then
struck overland for the last few miles to the chosen mining site.
Produce from the interior came down the rivers by boat. Klang,
at the river mouth, was thus the point of entry and exit, and
hente also the point of control, for the whole valley of the Klang
river. A river valley was the natural unit of political administ-
ration. The Malay chief of Klang was the nominal ruler of the
whole basin of the Klang river, including the upstream area
around what is now Kuala Lumpur. His revenues depended on
the amount of trading and mining which went on upstream of
his riverside fort at Klang town.

Raja Sulaiman, chief of lﬂang up to his death about 1853,
was never able to promote successful mining up the Klang River.
At the death of Raja Sulaiman, the Sultan of Selangor passed

1 This list is given by John Anderson in his “Political and Commercial
Considerations relative to the Malayan Peninsula etc” (Penang 1824,
page 196). The writer of this paper is much indebted to Mr. G. F.
Gripper, Chief Inspector of Mines, for inviting his attention to this
passage. Mr. Gripper's interpretation of Anderson's list is quoted and
considered Jater in this paper.
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over his son, Raja Mahdi, who had a normal right to inherit his
father’s district, and assigned Klang to Raja Abdullah. Abdullah
was a member of the Rhio branch of the Sclangor aristocracy
and, as such, an outsider compared with Raja Mahdi. But Abdul-
lah was also the brother of Rd[d Juma'at. the phenomenally suc-
cessful chief of Lukut, then the main mining centre of Selangor.
The Sultan may have hoped that Raja Abdullah, aided by his
wealthy and influential brother, would be able to find the capital
and the “know-how” with which to develope the Klang valley.
There would then be an increase in revenue to the common bene-
fit of the Sultan and Raja Abdullah.

Chinese mining in inland Selangor had begun at Kanching in
the late 1840%s. Kanching is only some ten miles north of Kuala
Lumpur but it is a part of the upper Selangor River basin, not of
the Klang valley. Miners, following the rivers to their source,
came up the Selangor river and its tributaries to reach Kanching.
They left their boats at a place called “Bandar” (the port — still
so called) and then travelled overland the short distance to the
mines at Kanching: The moderate success of Kanching demon-
strated that there might be tin deposits along the upper reaches
of the Klang River.

At some time, perhaps before 1860, Sumatran Malays began
to wash for tin at Ulu Klang. But this was a very minor effort.
In 1857 Raja Abdullah of Klang and Raja Juma'at of Lukut per-
suaded two Chinese merchants of Malacca to provide supplies on
credit to the amount of $30,000. They then sent 87 Chinese
miners from Luknt up the Klang River to prospect for tin, It
is probable that the party travelled by boat as far as the confluence
of the Gombak and Klang Rivers (the site of the modern Kuala
Lumpur) and that they then walked overland to Ampang where
they began to mine for tin. The newly cleared land of the mine
proved exceptionally malarious. as so often happens when jungle
15 felled. It is related that within a month of their arrival only
cighteen of the party of eighty-seven miners survived. But Rija
Abdullah obtained an additional 150 miners from Lukut and the
work went on. The first tin was exported in 1859.

The success of the mines at Ampang led to the establishment
of a trading settlement at the site of Kuala Lumpur, which was
apparently the highest point on the Klang River to which sup-
ies could conveniently be brought by boat. Middlebrook re-
ates how two Chinese, Hiu Siew and Al Sze Keéledek, opened
a shop at this spot in association with a Mandiling (Sumatran)
trader called Sutan Puasa. The latter may well have had con
nections with the Sumatran miners at Ulu Klang,
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It is impossible to say now why this trading settlement was
called “Kuala Lumpur”.” It was indeed a junction of two
streams (Kuala). But the point at which a smaller stream runs
into a large one is wsnally called the “kuala™ of the smaller
stream.  Kuala Lumpur should thus have been called “Kuala
Gombak”.  Yet it was not so called. Middlebrook, following
J. €. Pasqual, states that there was a Lumpur River joining the
Klang River a mile upstream from the Gombak junction. But,
since the first settlement was undoubtedly at the Gombak junc-
tion, why should it take its name from another junction (not
now identifiable) a mile away?  Another suggestion is that the
place was originally called “Pengkalen Lumpur” — the muddy
jetty or landmg-place,  Klang wus also known as “Pengkalan
Batu” the stone jetty, and it is argued that the upstream
terminus of the river taffic might well have been called “Peng-
kalan Lompur”, the mud jetty, by way of contrast. This ex-
planation goes on to assume that the Chinese then shortened
and corrupted “Pengkalan Lumpur” into “Kalen Lumpur” and
then into “Kuala Lumpur”.  In default of uny evidence that
this corruption of the original name did take place, the writer
doubts whether this cxplanation can be accepted. The basic
assumption however that “Kuala Lumpur” is an awkward phrase
in Malay scems reasomable, 1t may well be that “Knala Lum-
pur” is a corruption of some carlier but unidentifiable name
now forgotten.

Mr, Gripper advances an explanation based on the list of vil-
lages given by Anderson (v.s. p. 5). Anderson says that “At
all these places tin is obtained but most at Lumipur beyond
which thete are no houses.  Pahang is one day’s journey from
Lumpur.”  Anderson's Sungei Lumpur must — to judge from
its position in the list — have been north of Batn Caves in the
Sungei Tua area, where there is now no trace of it.  Nir Gripper
conjectures that the name “Sungei Lumpur” persisted down the
length of the stream to its conflucnce with the Klang River.
‘The Gombak river was in fact the “Sungei Lumpur” and Kuala
Lumpur is properly named as the junction of the Lumpur/Gom-
bak river with the larger Klang River, It is more difficult o
accept Mr Gripper’s further hypothesis that since Serdang, which
is not on the Klang River at all, appears in Anderson’s list of
Klang river villages between Petaling and Jinjang, the namc
“Serdang” may in 1820 have been given to what we now know
as Kuala Lumpur,  Let it sufficc that the place where the modern
Cross Street comes down to the Klang River at the Patterson
Simons building became known as “Kualy Lumpur”.
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Hiu Siew was the first Capitan China of Kuala Lumpur.
This title of “Capitan China”, which h long lustory stretch-
ing back to Malacca under the Portuguese, was the usual nine-
teenth century title of the headman of a large Chinese village
in the Malay States. Iiu Siew had came originally from Lukut.
He died a year after his arrival in Koala Lumpur and was suc-
ceeded as Capitan China by his assistant. Liu Ngim Kong. In
1862 Lin Ngim Kong brought to Kuala Lumpur a young Chi-
nese, Yap Ah Loy, whom he had previously known' at Lukut
and Sungei Ujong (Seremban). Yap Ah Loy managed Liu
Ngim Kong's mines and acted as Ins assistant. In 1868 Lin
Ngim Kong dicd and was succeeded as Capitan China of Kual
Lumpur by Yap Al Loy.

z

Yap Ah Loy was to continue as Capitan China of Kuala
Lumpur until his death in 1885. Here it is necessary ouly to
summarise_briefly Middlebrook's long account of the war and
intriguc of the period up to 1873, It is possible to distinguish
three periods,  From 1862 to 1867 was a period of steady expan-
sion and prosperity at Kuala Lumpur, married only by a bitter
feud with the miners of Kanching, This fend reflected the
ermity between the “sceret societies™ controlled by the financiers
of the Straits Settlements.  Fvery Chinese immigrant who
arrived in the Straits Settlements from China was admitted to a
saciety. These societies to some extent were based on common
Tocal origin in China. The two society groups best known in
the States at that time were the Chi Hin and th: Hai
San (there are many other names for these groups in the records).
The Ghi Hin were mainly Cantonese and the Hai San were mainly
Hakka. The capita of the Straits Settlements were the
headmen of the various societies; having inducted the newly
arrived immigrant into the appropuate society (i.e. the one whicl
the capitalist controlled) they sent him to join the labour force
on a mine which they had financed. The headman of this mine,
and the supervising headman of mines in an arca such as Kuala
Lumpur, were also members of the hietarchy of the same so-
ciety. Ilence the cconomic basis of tin-mining and the political
system of Chinese mining communities were identified with the
structure of the secrct socicties. The capital for opening uew
mines was advanced down the chain of socicty Teaders, from the
wealthy potentate in the Straits Settlement to the Capitan
China of the mining area, and then on to the headman of the
individual mine. The mine labourer received his food from the
mine headman, took his orders from him, looked to him to or-
ganise his protection, and tumed out to fight in the common
cause when required. Fights between members of rival socictics
were common. The immediate occasion of these fights was often
trivial; the underlying cause was generally a struggle for the exclu-
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sive control of a rich mine-field. This at lcast is the explanation of
the famous civil war among the miners of Larut in Perak. Com--
petition for the tin deposits of mland Sclangor may have been
the underlying cause of the fighting between the Ghi Hin miners
of Kanching and the Hai San mmers of Kuala Lumpur. The
Kuala Lumpur miners were eventually victorious and Kanching
lapsed into obscurity in the 1870's.

The second period ran from 1867 to 1870. Civil war broke
out among the Selangor aristocracy. The real bone of conten-
tion was the right to be chief, ie. to colleet export duty on tin,
at Klang and l;\'ualu Selangor. The revenues of the the inland
Selangor tin mines (which exported their tin down the nver
valleys. to Klang and Kuala Selangor) were thus in dispute.  But:
for three years the fighting was chicfly for control of the forts at
the river estuaries. There was however a minor engagement at
Ampang on the outskirts of Kuala Lumpur in 1870, During
this period the Kuala Lumpur miners diverted their tin down
whichever river route was open to them.

1t was perhaps this possibility of the tin evading control
at the river estuaries by taking another route which induced the
Malay protagonists in the civil war to shift their operations to
inland Selangor in order to gain direct control of the tin mines.
During this third period” (1870-73) Kuals Lumpur was
threatened, either closely or at a distance, by forces attacking
from their base in the upper Selangor River valley to the north.
‘There was also a Jess powerful enveloping move from the upper
Langat valley in the south. In this fighting Yap Al Loy and
the miners of Kuala Lumpur were allied with Tunku Kudin, the
“Viceroy” of Selangor, and the sons of the late Raja Abdullah
of Klang against Raja Mahdi, whose c¢laims to Klang had been
i Abdullah.  Raja Mahdi was aided
by most of the Selangor Malay chiefs and by the remnants of the
Ghi Hin miners of Kanching.

In 1872 Yap Ah Loy's enemics, led by the resourceful and
determined Arab-Malay half-caste Syed Mashhor, closed in on
Kuala Lumpur. Tunku Kudin had’ sent a small party of mer-
cenaries to help Ah Loy hold the settlement.  This force was
led by two uropeans, Van Hagen and Cavalicrd.  As the posi-
tion became desperate these two men decided to try to break
out to rejoin Tunku Kudin at Klang. They were led astray
on the path, captured and massacred, Soon afterwards, i
August 1872, Kuala Lumpur itself fell and its flimsy houses were
bumnt to the ground by Syed Mashhor's forces. Yap Ah Loy
escaped with a few followers to Klang,




Kuala Lumpur, 1880-95 15

Then suddenly the tide turned. ‘Tunku Kudin had en-
listed the help of Malay forces from Pahang. The Malays came
over the passes from Raub and Bentong and soon gained
command of the central Selangor area. Yap Ah Loy meanwhile
had come back to join in these operations. There was a final
battle at Kuala Lumpur in March 1873 as a result of which Yap
Ah Loy regained possession of what little remained of the town
and its adjacent mines.

The civil war mignt well have gone desultorily on for a
great deal longer. The opponents of Tunku Kudin were by no
means reconciled to defeat. But it so happened that Sclangor
came under British protection in February 1874 and the British
gave Kudin their recognition and support as Viceroy of Selangor.
For the next six years, however, the British based themselves
on Klang and confined their active control of Selangor to the
coast region. Yap Ah Loy was left, as the Resident remarked,
“almost supreme in the interior.”

Ah Loy's problems during this last period of independent
control of Kuala Lumpur were economic and administrative
rather than military. In the autumn of 1875 there was indeed a
brief attempt by the defeated party in the civil war to resume
the fight. But this cffort was soon crushed. Thereafter there
was no military threat to Kuala Lumpur.

Ah Loy's first post-war problem was the economic reconstrue-
tion of Kuala Lumpur and its mines. Chinese mining technique
consisted of digging down throngh the over-burden until the
tin-bearing  stratum  was reached.  These open-cast workings
(lombong) soon became flooded and silted over if maintenance
work was abandoned. During the fighting around Kuala Lum-
pur the mines had degencerated into muddy pools. The water-
wheels, chain-pumps, smelting furnaces and other apparatus of
the mines had been destroved. ‘The large kongsi houses in
which the miners lived had been used as military strong-points
and naturally the victors burnt them down when captured- Most
serious of all, the working population of the mines had been
killed or scattered in the fighting. The material apparatus of
mining could be restored quickly cnough if only the men could
be found to do the work.

Miners had to be fed while they were restoring the mines
and producing tin. The reconstruction of the mines was there-
fore a financiul problem of obtaining supplies and men, to be
paid for when the mines were again i production. ‘There were
several links in the financial chain of Chinese mining operations.



16 J. M. Gullick

As has been stated in referring to secret socicties, the nltimate
source of supplies and imported labour were the capitalists of
the Straits Settlements. Their capital expenditure consisted of
the cost of bringing labourers down from south China and the
provision of foad, opium and other supplies on credit, They
entrusted the labour and other supg)lics to agents or partners at
the maim  mining centres, These local managers organised their
labour forces into gangs cach under an overscer om its own
mine. As the tin was produced it was smelted at intervals and
sent back along the chain to the financiers in Singapore, Malacea
or Penang.  The miners worked cither for wages or for a share
in the profits. In either case their food and ofher snpplies were
provided by their employers and debited to them at much higher
prices than those prevailing in the open market.

Yap Ah Loy's problem was to persuade the capitalists in
Malacca and Singapore to finance the recomstruction of the
Kuala Lumpur mines: (he had no connections with Penang).
The capitalists were reluctant to put up the money. The price
of tin had dropped owing to increasing production in Australia,
Mining was always a risky business and Kuala Lumpur had a
recent record of misfortune which discouraged people who be-
lieved that success in mining depended on your luck.

By late 1875 Yap Ah Loy had rebuilt his labour force to
about 6,000 miners (compared with some 10,000 in 1870). Be-
tween 1875 and 1878 he had a grim struggle to maintain and
expand the Kuala Lumpur mines. In 1878 he was said to be
“on the verge of bankruptey”. The mining ]]_:‘vr)puhtinu in 1878
is reported by one source as 7,000 and by another as 20,000. The
lower figure is the more likely. Kuala Lumpur town had not
increased in size between 1875 and 1878; its population was
about 2,000.

Then in 1879 the price of tin rose sharply and a boom
began at Kuala Lumpur which increased its population by 30%,
in twelve months. This rapid development proved too much
for Yap Ah Loy’s el y methods of icipal adminis-
tration. Tt also ‘convinced the British authorities in Klang that
the time had come to move their headquarters from Ig\’lang.
which was now in a state of decline, to Kuala Lumpur.

Kuala Lumpur in 1880.

Before coming to the transfer of control from Yap Ah Loy
to the British regime we should describe Kuala Lumpur as it
was in the last days of Ah Loy's administration.
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‘I'he original point of settlement at Kuala Lumpur had been
the landing stage and trading post on the east bank of the Klang
River at its confluence with the Gombak River. The trading
post developed into a market on the site of what is now Old
Market Square. East and west of this market were Hokkicn
Street and Macao Street (possibly not so called until the mid
1880's). The south side of thc market place was bounded by
Market Street. Yap Ah Loy’s house stood on the south side
of Market Street looking on to the market place which was the
usual scene of public gatherings and ceremonics.  His house
was a plank structure of some size, described as the best house
of any Chinese in the Malay States at that time. It was in
front of his house that Al Loy paid out silver dollars for the
heads of his enemics during the civil war. There was a gambling
baoth on the river bank side of the market place, on what is
row the Embankment,

Apart from the market place and its environs there were
two main streets. Java Street (now Mounbatten Road) marked
the division between the Malay and Chinese areas. ‘The Malay
traders lived north of Java Strect in an area then called Kampong
Rawa on the site of Malacca Street and Ampang Street. There
was a second road which the writer cannot identify with cer-
tainty. It was probably that section of what is now High Street
which runs from Mountbatten Road to its junction with Market
Strect:  Outside the town Ah Loy had built tracks or paths to
the mining areas at Ampang, Pudu, Petaling, Ulu Klang and
Batu, These communications were used to send up supplies
to the mines and to bring back tin. Petaling, being on the river
Jower down, presumably drew its supplies direct from Klang to
some extent.

Swettenham, who visited Kuala Lumpur in 1870, 1875 and
1878 said that the town of 1875, as rebuilt after the civil war,
was a great improvement compared with 1870. In 1878 it was
“much the same in appearance” as in 1875. The ordinary
houses had mud walls and a palm thatch roof. The most not-
able building in the town was Ah Loy's house, described by
another visitor as “a good loose-board house.” Here Ah Loy,
“the most hospitable of men”, entertained his guests in lavish
fashion. On the occasion of the visit of Swettenham and David-
son in 1876 Ah Loy had silver dollars melted down to make
spoons and forks for his guests. But another visitor found him-
self unable to do justice to the food because of the appalling
and ubiquitous stench of Kuala Lumpur at that time.
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W\
22585 \w\ fo EETALING
Kuala Lumpur, about 1875-78

A reconstruction, based in part on W.I. Waod's map of 1889, show
ing the probable arrangement of the \uelu ent and s environs shortly
betore 1880, At this period the future town was restricted to a stretch
of the east bank of the Sungei Klang, hetween the present Market Strect
and the former Java Street (now Maountbatten Road). It was bounded
on the north-east and south by swampy ground in the vicinity of the two
stecams. It centred round. Al Loy's Targe market, which then occupied
the area (now called Old Market Square) between th: proseat Hokkien
and Macao Streets.  Yap Ah Loy's house was on the south side of Market
Street, facing the market (1). The gambling shed that he coatrslled
was sitnated on the river bank to the west of the market (2), The
south of Market Street seems to have heen Al Lov's private domain, and
it is probable that the southem' section of the present High Street (3) was
a private road at this time. Along it were his smelting shed, the repair
work:shops for his mines, his cattleshed and hiz slanghter honses.  1his
pigstyes were west of these, on the ground near the river to which the
market was moved in the 1880's (9).

The Sumatran quarter of the town (Kg Rawa) occupied the area
north of Java Strect, with its mosque (5) on thie south side of the road.

e swamps east of "the present Klyne Street (6) were not reclimed until
the last years of Ah Loy's life. Klyne Street atself was laid out about 1883-
84 Yap Ah Loy Strect (7) probably dates from the same pericd.

‘I'he west bank of the river was used only for vegetable cultivation,
the area of the gardens being bounded on the north and south by swampy
ground, and on the west by the Bluff  Across it ran the track which rose
up along (or close to) Bluff Road and thence passad westwards to Dzm:m~
sara.  (4) marks the site of the present Federal Government
(8) the pomt where Gombak Road now crosses the end of Market SITCL‘
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1t was indeed a filthy town. Some of the strects were only
twelve feet wide and they were always crowded and dirty — “The
refuse of the drains is simply removed therefrom and laid on
the side of the road”. Smallpox, cholera and other epidemics
swept through Kuala Lumpur time and again. A fire once started
was likely to spread across the narrow strects.  There were no fire
precautions m\mr than a rule requinng all houscholders to keep
a barrel full of water at all times.

European observers, however, paid high tribute to Ah Loy's
maintenance of law and order. After 1875 the British authorities
at Klang insisted on stationing half a dozen police at Knala Lum-
pur under Yap Al Loy's control.  But it is evident that he nsed
other means, probably the secret society hicrarchy, to prevent
major disturbances.  Tll-disposed persans sometimes tried to_get
their revenge by sefting fire to the houses of their enemies.  Yap
Ah Loy himself suffered such an attack in 1877 and thereafter
refused to be away from Kuala Lumpur during dry periods.  In-
evitably there was a certain amount of crime by night and the
police maintained a regular patrol after dark.

The gambling booth was always a passible centre of disturb
ance. In 1882 it was deseribed asi—
a huge gambling booth of jungle rollers roofed with attaps, in which
literally all day and all night long, gambling is pursued by & crowd of
often excited Chinese and Malays.
In a town where men greatly ontnumbered women there was
inevitably a brothel quarter in which the women plicd their trade
in conditions of squalor to be deseribed hereafter,

‘There is little recorded of the economic life of Kuala Lumpur
at this period. Swettenham, during his visit of 1875, noted “a
number of gnod shops, both Chinese and Malay, and quantities
of boats.” The town was essentially a trade centre and a link
between the mincs and the port of Klang.  Ah Loy, as the acknow-
ledged head of the community. and its principal capitalist, pro-
vided all the public services. "He built and received the profits
of the market, the gambling booth and the brothels. e owned
some 64 houses in 1880, a considerable proportion of the whole
town. Some of these houses were made over to his dependents.
Others were let at a rent.  His shops brought him in §5 & $10
per month cach in rent.

The British Administration in Selangor up to 1880

During the period 1874-79 there had been steadily in-
creasing contact between Yap Ah Loy and the British authorities
at Klang. The treaty by which the Sultan of Sclangor agreed
to accept a British Resident as adviser had been signed at Kuala



6L8I

fla1005  onoisy ooy youdug  S3IDNS
ays Ag paysyqnd dow ayr woly

HNdWNT VIVNY Punos ba ayp 9

YIANIY ONVIN 3YL

= unuiﬁ_ w

PrRL onng PNy

Pl
T osmreg wedy g

vay oAy ywiy ¢

. 6

% peorsy aspey
3,

“fueing FAIS R ek



Kuala Lumpur, 1880-95 21

Langat in Tebruary 1874, Sultan Abdul Samad was notoriously
an casy-going monarch and much in the hands of his immediate
entourage. Pending the appointment of a British Resident, for
which approval had to be obtained from London, young Frank
Swettenham was sent to Kuala L'm%;n as the Sultan's personal
adviser. Swettenham travelled widely in Sclangor during the
period 187475, and visited Kuala Lumpur agan in the latter
year,

J. G. Davidson, his companion on his first visit, was in
due course appointed British Resident, Sclangor. late in 1874
Davidson, one of the leading members of the Singapore Bar,
Tad been a personal adviser and financial backer of Tunku Kudin,
the Viceroy of Selangor, during the civil war. He was a quiet,
patient man who handled Malay affairs with tact and under-
standing and financial affairs with sound judgement — these
were his main problems.  Davidson set up his headquarters at
Klang in order to be with Kudin who was the excutive head of
the State Government.

Tunku Kudin's mther anomalous position as Viceroy { Wakil
Yam Tuan) had been one of the causes of the civil war.
Kudin, a brother of the Sultan of Kedah, had married a daughter
of the Sultan of Selangor. When the guarrel broke out (v.s.
p12) between Raja Mahdi and Raja Abdullah over Klang, the
Sultan of Selangor appointed Kudin to be “Viceroy” in order
that an an impartial outsider might rclieve the Sultan of the
worry of scttling the quarrel. But the Selangor aristocracy who
sympathised with Raja Mahdi were not disposed to aceept
arbitration from an outsider like Kudin.  Thus Kudin became
a protagonist in the civil war and incidentally included Yap Ah
Loy of Kuala Lumpur in his confederacy.

After the war Tunku Kudin was still Viceroy and enjoyed
British recognition as the executive head of the Malay govern-
ment of Selangor. For a year Davidson and Kudin worked in
amicable co-operation to resettle the scattered population of war-
devastated Selangor and to lay the foundations of stable govern-
ment. Davidson concentrated his activities in the coastal area,
which was the main centre of settlement. But in 1875 he travelled
as far as Kuvala Lumpur and noted that Yap Ah Loy and his
fellow miners were “very much depressed” with their economic
problems.

In November 1875 Davidson had other reasons to be con-
cerned about Kuala Lumpur. Raja Mahdi, in exile in Johore,
and some of his supporters then in Perak were concerting plans
with the Sumatran Malays around Cheras and Kajang in Ul
Langat for a rencwal of the fight against Tunku Kudin. %)avidson
set out for Kuala Lumpur, taking with him his only police
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officer, H. C. S Syers, who will be mentioned many times
in this paper, deserves a word of introduction. In 1875 he was
released by the British 10th Regiment of Foot. then at Malacca,
to become _Inspector of Police in Selangor. Syers was a private
soldier of 23 but evidently a man of exceptional education and

ili He took over and reformed a detachment of Malay and
an mercenaries who had fought under Tunkn Kudin in the
war. This body became the nucleus of the Selangor “military
police force.”

Thus in November 1875 there were 75 police as well as 100
other Malays with Syers and Davidson when they reached Kuala
Lumpur. - Yap Ah Loy for his part mustered 200 Chinese. The
combined force took Cheras and moved on to Kajang where they
found stockades prepared and “brass guns loaded to the muzzle
with old nails and other rubbish.” But no resistance was offered
and the incipient revolt was crushed without fighting,

To_prevent any recurrence of this tronble Syers stationed
police detachments at Kajang and Cheras and also to the north
of Kuala Lumpur at Bandar. Kanching and Kuala Kubu. It was
at this time too that Yap Ah Loy very reluctantly agrecd to have
police stationed in Kuala Lumpur itself. They were placed under
his control but their presence marked the first step in the slow
process of British assumption of control in Kuala Lumpur.

Over the years 187578 British officials began to visit
Kuala Lumpur tegularly. Tt was a wearisome journey, If the
whole trip was made by poling a boat up the Klang River to
Kuala Lumpur, as Swettcnham travelled on his first visit to
Kuala Lumpur, the journey took thice days. But from 1875 on-
wards British officials went up the river by steam-launch as far
as Damansara, which took one and a half hours, and then rode
the remaining fifteen and a half miles, which took another seven
and a half hours. Tt is hardly surprising that until 1878, when
regular monthly visits began, Yap Ah Loy was not often troubled
by inspection “from Klang. The problem of communications
}:etwecn Kuala Lumpur and the coast will be mentioned again
ater,

Davidson had been British Resident of Selangor for less than
a year (18745) when arrangements were made to move him to
Perak. In view of current eonditions in Selangor at the end
of 1875, however, Davidson remained there for a time,
but Swettenham, then nominally his assistant at Laneat,
was transferred officially to Perak, where he was already working
under Birch. In December, 1875, Swettenham’s place at Langat
was taken by Bloomfield Douglas, a man some fifty years of
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age who had jomed the Straits Settlements Government Ser-
vice the previous year. Douglas began his carecr in the Navy,
but resigned after a few years with the rik of licutenant. There-
after he was with Rajah’ Brooke, in Sarawak, in the early 18407,
and for a short time commanded Brooke’s yacht, the Royalist:
his experiences in Bornco were probably partly responsible for
the excessive defensive measures which he later adopted at his
residence at Klang — and endeavoured to repeat when he sub-
sequently moved to Kuala Lumpur. Later Douglas worked for
a number of years in the South Australian Government Service.
Then in 1874 he “wandered over from Australia to seck a living”
in the Straits Settlements, and was given an appoitment as
acting sccond agistrate at Smgapore.  His wife and fauily
joined him in April of the followmg vear.  Subsequently,
he volunteered for service in the Malay States: he had two sons
and three unmarried danghters (one of whom was an invalid ),
and it is likely that he needed the higher salary.

When in April, 1876, Davidson finally moved to Pewmk as
acting Resident, Douglas replaced him as acting Resident of
Sclangor.  Presumably ™ Davidson approved of his successor at
Klang: he must have been asked for o confidential report on
him, and Jervois had a high opinion of Davidson’s judgement.
Douglas served as Resident of Selangor for six years (1876-82),
before he eventually left in disgrace. At the end the Govemor
(then Sir I'rederick Weld) snif‘uf him that he “was a man of
warm heart and strong impulse.”  Tunku Kudin deseribed him
as “hottempered and a litte uncivil”  The majority of his
colleagues apparently found him a mde and overbearing auto-
crat. At least two of his district officers resigned rather than
go on serving under him. As an administrator Douglas worked
hard, at least during his first vears in Sclangor, but he showed
only moderate ability, especially in the field of fin nee.

Isabella Bird (Mrs Bishop). who visited the western Malay
States in the carly part of 1879, clearly formed an unfavourable
opinion of Douglas and his work at Selangor, in comparison
with that of Captain Murray at Sungei Ujong, and the “very
capable administration” of Hugh (later Sir Tlugh) Low. who
had replaced Davidson as Resident of Perak.  Writing imme
diately on her arrival at the Residency ut Klang, she says,

Mr. Bloombicld Douglas, the Resident, a tall, vigorous, elderly
man, with white hair. a florid cowmplesion, and u strong voice heardl
everywhere in authoritative tones, met me with a four-oared boat, and
a buggy with a good Australian horse brought we here.  From this
house there s a Tarze but not a beautiful view of river windings, roll
ing jungle, and bluc hills. "The lower part of the honse, which is sup-
orted on pillars, is mainly open, and is nsed for billiard-room, church,
ounging-room, aftermoon tea-room and andicnce-room; hut T see nothing
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of the friendly, easy poing to and from of the Chinese and Malays,
which was a pleasant feature of the Residency n Sungei Ujong.  n
fact there is here much of the appearance of an armed post amidst a
Tostile population. In front of the Residency there is a six-pounder
flanked by two piles of shot. Behind it there is a guard-room, with
macks of rifles and bayonets for the Resident’s body-guard of twelve men,
and quarters for the married soldicrs, for soldiers they arc, though
they arc called policemen. A gong lanas in front of the porch on
which to sound the alanm, and a hundred men fully drmed can tom
ont at five minutes’ notice.
Later, while she was there, a practice alarm was sounded one
cvening, to jmpress her with the efficiency of the arrangements
for the protection of the Residency, But during her stay m
Selangor she was tmpressed favourably only by the character and
capabilities of T1. C. Syers, the "quict, capable, admirable, un-
obtrusive” superintendent of police. “a thoroughly efficient man
as sensible in his views of what would conduce to the advance-
ment of the State as he is conscientious and carcful in all matters
of detail which concern his rather complicated position. ,...",
and by the stories that she was told of the energy and enterprise
of Yap Ah Loy, “the leading man......in Sélangor”  Un-
fortunately Mrs Bishop was not able to visit Kuala Lumpur, but
she did reach all the major settlements along the coast: on
leaving the Bernam River (then part of Selangor), she wrot
We reembarked late in the afternoon, and with the flood-tide in
our favour have left Sclangor behind. Tt has impressed me unfavour-
ably as compared with Sungei Ujong, OF Kwalor Lumpor | cannot
give any opinion, bit 1 have seen no signs of pragress o life anywhere
¢l The people of the State are hamssed by vexatious imposts which
yield very Tittle, cost a great deal to collect, repress industry, and drive
away population,  Among such are taxes on individials moving about
the country, up or down the rivers, cutting wood or in boats, oppress-
ively heavy export duties on certain kinds of produce, and ad vaiorem
duties on all articles of impart and export not otherwise specially taxed
‘The costs of litigation are enormous, and the legal expenses to litigants
are as great as in settlements where with the same money every advant-
age can be obtained.  The stamps on all legal documents are also op-
pressive. T'he various departments ase said to be in a state of “hugger.
mugger”....... There must surely be a want of the right kind of
vigour in the administration, and a Jaiser aller on the part’ of some of
the mmor officials, the result of which is that the great capabili‘ies
of the State atre not developed, and its resources scem very little
KDOWILL | yovaiie v
In addition to the three unmarried daughters, Douglas had
a married daughter and son-inlaw, Domimic D. Daly. Daly,
who was born in 1844, was then cmployed in Australia as a
mining surveyor. When Sir Andrew Clarke was making pre-
parations to come out as Governor of the Straits Settlements in
1873, he had been astonished to discover how little was known
about the peninsula itself in London at this period. On his
artival in Singapore he was confronted with an almost equal
ignorance of all but a few limited areas, and after dealing with
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more urgent matters he set about engaging a surveyor to under-
take a_ preliminary exploration of the country, In the latter
part of HST*} his choice fell on Daly, The latter was still in
Australia at this point, and Clarke must, therefore, have been
influcnecd by recommendations emanating from Douglas.

Daly reached Singapore in April, 1875, accompanicd by
Mrs. Douglas and her family, and his wife and two young
children. Tn May Clarke sent him to make a_rough’ topo:
graphical survey Sclangor,  This was followed by similar
undertakings in Muar and Sungei Ujong.  Then on 28 March,
1876, the Straits Observer recorded a rumour that Daly's
pomtment was to be changed to that of surveyor a Klang.
Presumably Douglas was attenipting to arrange this also, but
the exact date of Daly’s move to Kl'ng is not clear: subsequent-
ly, during the investigations in 1882, it was contended that
JIC record of his appointment to Selangor had been falsificd. We
do know, however, that he spent part of 1876 in Perak, that from

ay to July, 1877, he was surveying the boundary scparating
from Kedah and Patani, and that by February, 1879, he was
certainly installed at Klng in charge of the combined public
works and survey department: Thereafter Douglas, who had

2. Yor a snmmary of Daly's surveving expenditions in the Malay States
“Su X i

s xplorations in the Native States of the Malay Pe
2%, by DD Daly, Proc. Royal Geographical Soc., 1852, pp.
Tu this paper Daly says that he was appomted by Sir Andrew
Clirke, o point which the Tatter confirmed in the discussion following,
adding that e record to which they had just listened of Mr Dalys
labowrs for eight vears showed that those who advised him (Sir Andreyw
Clarke) m the appointment of Mr Daly lad wiscly and well”,
Daly read his paper o the Society on 8§ May, 1882, and s0 i ight

is correct he must have lieen appuited Surveyor for the Nalive
tes (lhis imitial post) in 1874 He himself, ver, ¢l dates
liis labouss from 1575, and the first: of the journeys that he describes
Degins, .. ..m May 1875, 1 was deputed to' commence a toush topo-
graphical survey of the State of Sé . Tis first visit to Sclngor
lasted Tess than two nionths,  In July, 1875, he was sent to explore the
Nuar River: on this oceasion he crossed over the watershed o the
wpper reaches of ‘the 'riang, and thence fravellud via ‘l'asck Bérah to the
Pahang River, and so by way of Pékan back to Singapore, where T
amived on 9 Seprember. At the end of the year he was scit to work
in Sungei Ujong, and then sometime in 1876 was “deputed by Sir
W, D. Jervois to fill in the larae blank which represente | Phrak on
the map."” Subscquently, i May, 1877 he wag sent “to_determine the
boundaries separate Pérak from the countrivs of Kédah and Patant
y + this mission, which tenminated about July of that year, completes
his paper, and in spite of jts title he makes no reference to surv under-
taken after 18 Isahela Bird Irs Bishap) records Daly and the
comely Mrs. Daly as permanent residents at Klang in February, 1879
(“"I'ic Golden Chersonese and  the way thither”,” London, 1883, pp.
21548, passim). Weld (i a letter to the 85, for Colonics, 3 May,
1882) says that Daly was transferred to Selangor “in 1878."




26 J. M. Gullick

few friends, seems to have relied a great deal on Daly.  Ultim-
atcly the combination proved most unsatisfactory, though in
faimess to Daly it must be remembered that he managed his
affairs much better later, when in North Borneo, away from Ins
father-in-law.

Douglas maintained that as Klang was still the sca-port for
Kuala Lumpur it was the natural point of control and the hest
site for the State capital. But, as Kuali Lumpur developed
the late 1870, traders began to move upstream aud scttle in
Kuala Lumpur, Klang became a scene of “deserted  houses,
overgrown roads and fields.” Tt is not known whether Douglas
himsclf changed his mind and recommended a move to Knal
Lumpur or whether the change was imposed on him.  But the
Governor of the Stait Scttlements, Sir Frederick Weld, came
to Knala Lumpur soon after the capital had been moved there;
this fact suggests that he had a personal mterest in the matter
and it may have been his decision.

The move may be saidd to have begun late in 1879, It was
then decided to station an officer permanently in- Kuala Lumpur
for the first time.  Douglas selected Daly for this post. "Lhen
about March 1850 Douglas himsclf and other officers of the
State Government moved up to Kuala Lumpur, ‘There was no
longer a Malay head of the government.  Tunku Kudin, growing
weary of Douglas’s manners and of his habit of by-passing him
and going dircct to the Sultan, had resigned his st of Viceroy
and no successor had been nppmntcnl The Sultan remained, as
angat. The new regime in Kuvala Lumpur was
thus a British administration imposed on Yap Ah Loy’s mining
town. was indeed a substantial Malay element among
the population of the town. But these were traders, not aristo-
crats, and were of no particular political consequence.

Kuala Lumpur under Douglas and Daly (1880-1882).

On his arn Douglas's first concern was to establish office
and domestic accommodation.  ITe feared that sooner or later
the Chinese on the east bank of the river would rise in revolt.
It may be explained that during his years ot Klang Douglas had
fought a desultory “war” with Yap Ah Loy whom he distrusted
and wished to sec removed from the post of Capitan China.  The
disputes hcmten them were about Yap Ah Loy's practice of
collecting “voluntary contributions” and other taxes in Kuala
Lumpur without, in Douglas’s view, having authority to do so.
At all events Douglas felt that he would be more secure in Kuala
Lumpur if he established the new European quarter on the west
bank of the Klang River in order to have a river barrier between
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himself and the Chinese town. The site of the Residency was
selected as being high ground with the advantage, among others,
that from there guns could command the town across the river,
Douglas wished to build a “redoubt” here as a military strong-
point. But he was not allowed to do this and had to be content
with dismantling the Residency built at Klang in 1878 and then
moving it in pieces for re-assembly in Kuala Lumpur. A new
Residency was built only in 1888,
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Selangor, after the reddjustment of the boundary with Sungei Ujong.  See
also the map on page 13, ahove, which shows the two states in 1875.76,
before’ the boundary was modified.

The houses of the other British officials were apparently
built along the rising ground south of the Residency. \B{’mn the
Police headquarters was established in Kuala Lumpur (a little
Jater than t?'nc rest) Syers selected the Bluff Road area. The
police headquarters was known in those days as “the Fort”. The
palice barracks was built somewhere near the site of the modern
Chartered Bank building. Barrack Road (now generally treated
as part of Jalan Raja) took its name from this fact. The flat
ground between the Residency Hill and the Police Barracks was
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cleared of its vegetable gardens etc and used for Police parades.
For many years it was always called “the Parade Ground”; only
more recently has it become “the Club Padang”.

While the Resident and his officicals visited Kuala Lumpur
only to try cases and for other similar business, a small court
house which had cost $600, was sufficient for all requirements.
It cannot have been a substantial building, and we have no re-
cord of its exact position: it may have been on the east side of
the tiver.  When the Resident moved his headquarters to Kuala
Lumpur in 1880, government offices and a larger court house were
needed, Initially space was found for them in the new police
headquarters, overlooking the Parade Ground, Two years latcr,
Douglas's arrang was d 1 a5 “makeshift,” and a
separate building was constructed for the court house and govern-
ment offices on Bluff Road. Tt was probably at this time that
the southern continuation of Gombak Road was cut, together with
the beginning stretch of Damansara Road. Initially the road
from Damansara approached over the hills, and dropped down
to the valley along the line of Bluff Road, James Innes’s “red
carth scanr’; or, as Hornaday described it, in_his account of a
visit to Kuala Lumpur in 1878, “After passing two or three
clearings, we reached the top of a long, steep ii]l, and, at its
foot, Kuala Lumpur lay before us, on the opposite bank of the
river Klang. .. (See Appendix B, pp. 139 & 141).

What did Yap Ah Loy and his Chinese feel as they looked
across the river at these new developments? The change was
almost certainly unwelcome, As has been explained, Yap Ah Loy
had been at loggerheads with Douglas for years over various
financial matters. But the underlying cause of the friction was
Douglas’s autocratic inability to work tactfully and harmoniously
with Malay chiefs and Chinese leaders.  Yap Ah Loy, however.
was too adroit not to make a show of welcoming the British
move into his territory. When the Governor, Sir Fredrick Weld,
visited Kuala Lumpur in August 1880 Yap Ah Loy entertaimed
him to a public dinner “in an open hall erected by him for my
reception”.  Weld gocs on to relate:—

At _anla Lumpur, besides the reception and a dinner at the Capitan

China's, a Chinese theatrical performance was given, sepresenting

Sultan and great Rajas quarrclling, but laying aside their quarrels on

the appearance of a “Governor” who pacifies the country.... The

dresses were all real hand-worked gold and silver embroidery on thick
silks of the richest colours. The Princes: were attended by their warriors,
some of whose helmets and arms were magnificent, with banners and
feather standards, and coats of arms or_their cquivalents bome aloft by
heralds; ladies also appeared, one a prima donna; other actrestes rode
hobby-horses, only the head of the woman and hobby-horse being visible
in the clouds af silver and gold. Jesters jested, and tumblers in blue
loose tunics and wide scarlet trowsers shot across the stage when there
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was any oom in front of the crowd of actors, with the rapidity of
meteors — these latter, [ was informed, were women, . The dresses
were sent to me the next moming to show that they were real hand-
worked silk, gold and silver, only the jewels on them were not real.

Meanwhile the new regime was making poor progress in its
task of bringing good government to Kuala Lumpur. No doubt
the inherent ditnculties of the task were lormidable.  Yap Al Loy,
to judge from his known behaviour in 1882, was probably polite-
ly obstructive to refarm in 1880, But the main reason for the
initial failure of the British regime was that Douglas entrusted
almost all the tasks of local admmistration in Kuala Lumpur to his
son-in-law, Daly.

Daly appears to have been lazy and incompetent, and to
have lacked both the desire and the ability to carry out the
duties entrusted to him. OF his work in the Public Waork Depart-
ment, his ultimate successor commented that “there was no
system, nor to all appearances, any altempt at organising a
system.”  “The survey work, for which Daly was qualified, was
equally left in a state of muddle and neglect,

One of the priority tasks assigned to Daly was to set up an
effective mines administration. With the rapid development of
minm% around Kuala Lumpur from 1879 onwards it hecame
urgently necessary to have machinery for scttling questions of
title, waterrights ctc. Many of the miners were Clllinesc from
the Straits Settlements or were backed by such; claiming to be
British subjects these men on principle denicd the traditional
authority of the Capitan China. In any case the task was
becoming too much for Ah Loy's resources.  The solution
proposed by Douglasand Daly was the establishment of a “Mining
Board” i which the principal mining headmen wonld advise a
British official (Daly) on Chinese mining law. ‘The records of
the praceedings of this Board make interesting reading for those
concerned with Malayan Chinese costom. But the Board was
no answer to the problem of administration. It could not do
the work of survey and registration which was the basic require-
ment.

Daly’s handling of land matters was cqually incffectual, The
Governor was asked to approve Land Regulations based on the
stem worked out in Perak in 1878 by Low and Maxwell. The
egulations required an clementary record to be kept of occupied
land. It took abler men than Daly many years to sort out the
vague and sweeping claims of Yap Ah Loy and other Chinese
leaders who occupied town land on the east bank. Daly, despite
much talk about laying out the town afresh, apparently achieved
nothing. The Land Regulations remained a dead letter.
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The urgent problem of town cleansing and public health
was simply not tackled at all. Medical matters were in the
hands of “Surgeon Jansz” who is reported to have been drunk
on one occasion for eight days on end. In 1882 the condition of
the Pauper Hospital, originally established by Yap Ah Loy for sick
miners, was “simply disgusting.”

It is an interesting question as to why Douglas, who had
been regarded as a moderately competent Resident up to 1878-80,
allowed these things to go on, It may be that the sheer diffi-
culty and complexity of the task uverwflclmed him. Some men,
confronted with problems of this kind, rise to the occasion and
excell themselyes as Swettenham did when he took over in 1882,
Others, and Douglas apparently was one, subside in despair.

Apart from the bad influence of Daly, there were other
factors to sap Douglas's will. Klang had been comparatively
healthy. Kuala Lumpur, with its mining pools and new clearings,
proved to be very malarial. Syers mientions that whereas only
one of his police died of malaria during five years at Klang, no
less than twelve died in the single year 1881 at Kuala Lumpur.
Both Syers and Douglas were ill with malaria in 1881, and one
of Douglas’s daughters died of fever for lack of medical treatment
(presumably the egregious Surgeon Jansz had not then arrived ).
Douglas’s domestic life cannot have been very cheerful: his wife
was somewhat feeble-minded and another of his daughters could
not talk properly. To judge from his remarks about the salary
of his post he was hard pressed financially.

At all events Douglas went to seed: He and other officials
appeared in their offices only at 11 am. The clerks, following
smit, arrived at 10.30 am. The Governor began to realise
that all was not well but he had no idea how bad the situation
really was. During this period his principal adviser on adminis-
tration in the Malay States was Frank Swettenham who held the
post of Assistant Colonial Secretary (Native States) in the
Singapore Secretariat from 1878 to 1882. Swettenham had his
own Malay friends in Selangor but they knew little of what went
on in the government offices. Two or three times Swettenham
came up to Selangor, nominally to audit the accounts of the
State Government, but in fact to view the situation himself.
Finally in April, 1882, Capt McCallum was sent officially to report
on Daly’s departments: his comments (P.W.D., 22 April, 1882)
were extremely unfavourable.

Farlier in 1882 the Goveror had received information of
what he idered a scrious misds y Douglas. As
part of the new system of land administration certain vacant lots
had been put up for auction in Kuala Lumpur. Daly himself acted
as auctioneer. Douglas appeared at the sale and bid for
various lots.  This conduct was less serious then than it now
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appears.  Government officials were not vet forbidden to own
land and property in Malaya. Cecil Clementi Smith, when
Colonial Secretary in Singapore, thought it proper to buy shares
in the Tanjong Pagar Dock Company, and when Governor
could see mothing wrong in having done so. Swettenham,
when Resident of Selangor, bought and sold two lots of
land in Kuala Lumpur. It was argued that government officers
took a more active interest in the cconomic progress of
their territory if they had a share in it. On the other hand therc
was a growing realisation of the risks of the situation. The
conduct of Douglas in bidding at an auction was an extreme
case. If he, the local head of the government, thus indicated
his wish to acquire certain lots of land, it was unlikely that therc
would be genuine competition by private citizens to bid against
him.  The Governor cancelled” the entire procecdings of the
auction and expressed his displeasure at Douglas’s conduct. But
Douglas had not broken any government rule and he could not
be dismissed for what he ]m(gl‘ done.

Then, in May 1882, another misdemecanour of Douglas
came to light. He had guarrelled with one James Innes, who
had been Collector (District Officer) at Kuala Langat, where the
Sultan lived, from 1876 to 1880 and again in 1881, Innes resigned
early in 1882 and on his retumn to London reported to the Colonial
Office that varions officials, including Douglas, had been selling
articles or performing services for the Sultan, and had recovered
previously asked that Daly, who was then on leave in England,
allowance paid to the Sultan from Government funds. This was
a breach of the government rule that salaries and allowances must
be paid in full without deductions in favour of the creditors of
the payce. Douglas was named as the principal offender, but
Daly was also implicated. In any case, however, Douglas was
responsible for allowing it to happen.

In August Dounglas, who had been summoned to Singapore,
was given the choice of facing a court of enquiry into his conduct
as Resident, or of resigning. He elected to resign. Weld had
previously asked that Daly, who was then on leave in England,
should not be allowed to return to Malaya, and he had
already joined the North Bormneco Company's Service®  Daly

3. Straits Directories,  Sec also, “Explorations in_British North Berneo,
1883-87", by . Daly, Assistant-Resident in charge of Province Dent,
Proc, Roval Geographical Soc., Javeary 1888, pp. 1-24.  The paper,
which deals with ascents of the Kinabatangan and Padas Rivers, was
apparently well received at the meeting at which it was read.  Among
those present were “Mr Treacher (Governor of British North Bormeo) . . .
[who said that it] conveyed a faithful impression of the simple. amusine.
though occasionally truculent, interior tribes, and the difficulties to be
faced in reaching them...... &
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remained with the Company until his death from fever at Mem-
pakul, on 15 July, 1889: by this time he had risen to the position
of acting Resident, West Coast.  Douglas went to En land, and
disappears from the local .scene after 1882.  His eldest son,
W. Willes Douglas, was Superintendent of Police, Sungei Ujong,
from 1881-91; and subsequently District Officer, Port Dickson.
Tn 1895 he was transferred to Selangor, as District Officer at Klang.
In 1897 he became Deputy Commissioner of Police, . M. S.,
and ultimately retired as Commissioner in 1916, He was known
chicfly for his enthusiasm for racing and field sports, and like his
predecessor in office, H. C. Syers, 1s said to have kept a pack of
dogs which e hunted until the day that he retired. The younger
son, John Bloomfield Douglas, joincd the Sarawak Government
Service as a cadet in 1884, and from 189296 was Assistant
Resident at Lundu.

The Governor appointed Swettenhan to act as Resident of
Selangor in place of Douglas.  The Colonial Office, with some
misgiving — for Swettenbam was only 32 — eventually confirmed
him  this appointment which he held until he became Resi-
dent of Perak in 1889 though he was absent from Selangor for
about half the period 1882-59.

The Leaders of Kuala Lumpur after 1882.

From the arrival of Swettenham in Kuvala Lumpur in
September 1882 until the end (in 1895) of the period covered by
this paper it becomes possible to deseribe the various trends
of change without a break. After the false start of the
Douglas/Daly period the process of development from autono-
mous mining village to colonial capital gocs steadily on. — But
it is difficult fo know how Dest to present fhe story of this change.
A purely chronological account year by year wonld make it im-
possible’ to bring out the continuous trends over i decade of
their growth. To deal with one theme at a time entails some anti
cipation and repelition since so many changes were the causes or
results of changes in other fields.

On the whole it seems best to take a topic at a time. The
arrangement of these topics in sequence is unavoidably arbitrary.
The problems and changes w])ic\‘n were particularly important
in the years after 1882 cope first, the major changes of the later
vears up to 1895 thereafter, and finally some account will be given
of the process of change in the interests and living conditions
of the people of Kuala Lumpur.

First it is necessary to introduce the leaders of the various
communities who were to some extent the makers of the changes
to be described. Yap Ah Loy has alrcady been mentioned many
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times. He had arrived in Malaya from China in 1854 at the age
of 17, a penniless Fei Chew Hakka immigrant.  After early
vicissitudes in Malacca, Sungei Ujong and Lukut he came to
Kuala Lumpur in 1862, From then until 1880 his story was
Kuala Lumpur’s story, He impressed his contemporaries, especi-
ally the Furopeans, by his dy ic energy, his hospi-
tality and his restless itch to stake all the money he had or could
borrow on some venture or other.  Douglas, no admirer, said of
him that “he is one of those men who must work.”"  Swettenham
paid tribute to Al Loy's achievement at Kuala Lumpur in several
official reports; typical is the comment that “his encrgy and
enterprise are extraordinary.” ‘There are epsisodes in Yap Aﬁ\Loy's
career which ghow that when hard-pressed he could be treacher-
ous, bloodthirsty and dishonest and that he had no scruples abont
making money by promoting gambling and prostitution.  On the
other %mnd it is to be remembered that he founded a hospital
of sorts, took the lead in establishing a school and made grants
to disabled fghting men and the dependents of those who had
been killed. These measures were much in advance of the ideas
of his tume. ITis work in administering Kuala Lumpur and m
promoting its economic development received high praise from
Swettenham and others. If Ah Loy's failings may be judged by
the standards of his world not ours, he has still a strong claim
to be considered as the ablest leader who has yet emerged from
the Malayan Chinese community,

In the years after the British took over in Kuala Lumpur in
1880 up to his death in 1885 Ah Loy was still an influential figure
in the political hierarchy — an China, member of the
State Council, magistrate and assessor, adviser and helper of
British officials in many informal ways, But after 1880 his main
interest lay in the management of his mines and other proper-
ties. He owned about half the Chinese mines of Sclangor and
also some_two-thirds of the Chincse quarter of Kuala Lumpur.
He held important tax farms and thus a large investor in
cconomic development generally, TTis minor interests included
a tapioca estate, a brick-field and kiln, a limekiln, a smelting shed,
pigstyes, a quarry, the town market of Kuala Lumpur, its gam-
ing booth and a fair proportion of its brothels. We do
not know whether he was literate; he certainly had no telephones,
motor cars or other means of rapid communication. In these
circumstances to manage and impart impetus to the whole of
his large economic interests, as he certainly did, was no mean
achievement,

. Ah Loy opposed some of the reforms which Swettenham
wished to introduce, But g]cncm]lv he lived on the most amicable
terms with Swettenham and the other British officials with whom
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he came in contact. They enjoyed his hospitality, respected his:
advice and invited his help. He and Syers viej in }aying out
gardens and plantations of fruit trees. When Ah Loy died in
1885 the whole town of Kuala Lumpur turned out for his funeral
and the Resident headed the mourners. The sactul ) Resident
was then Rodger, who reported to Singapore that "§y his [Yap
Ah Loy's] death the Government has %nst one of its most able
and faithful officers; personally T have lost a friend for whom I
had the most sincere liking and esteem.”

Yap Ah Loy's successor as Captain China and acknowledged
head of the Chinese community in Kuala Lumpur was his kins-
man, political associate and business partner, Yap Ah Shak. Ah
Loy ﬁ}:st became associated with Ah Shak at Sungei Ujong in
1860. Ah Shak was then already a man of some wealth and
influence. Ah Loy was still a small trader and strongarm man.
But, by the influence of Ak Shak, Ah Loy was appointed head-
man of the Chinese in Sungei Ujong, a post w];ﬁch Ah Shak
did not wish to hold himself. The episode is typical of Ah
Shak’s character. He was essentially a man of business who
shunned the political limelight if he could. Ah Loy came to
Kuala Lumpur in 1862 but Ah Shak did not arrive until 1870.
Thereafter Ah Shak and Ah Yeok (to be mentioned later) were
“the most intimate and trusted friends” of Ah Loy. Ah Shak
indeed was said to be the titular head of the Hai San socicties
in Kuala Lumpur. But, if this was so, he preferred to leave the
formal dignity of Captain China to Ah Loy. By 1880 Ah
Shak owned 43 mines around Kuala Lumpur and his mining
interests were second only to those of Yap Ah Loy. Ah Shak’s
particular domain was Petaling where he owned most of the
mines. He and Ah Loy were partners in many enterprises,
notably in the development of the new mines at Kepong. Ah
Shak, iike Al Loy, was a magistrate and a High Court assessor
under the British regime.

At Yap Ah Loy's death the administrators of his estate
were Ah Shak and Chow Ah Yeok. We have already men-
tioned Ah Yeok as the donor of ornamental trees for Venning's
Lake Gardens. He was the third of the triumvirate of Chinese
leaders in Kuala Lumpur in the 1880's. Ah Yeok was a Can-
tonese who came to Selangor in 1860 at the a?e of 17 to join
his brother at the mines at Sungei Siputeh. In the civil war
he sup(l)or(ed Ah Loy and, so we are told, proved himself “an
intrepid Panglima, or commander, and a good marksman.”
After the war his wealth and ability brought him to the fore.
But since the Cantonese were a minority community among the
Chinese of Kuala Lumpur it was felt that he could not be
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apgoin[cd Caﬁtain China in succession to Ah Shak who died in
1889. Ah Yeok was, however, appointed a member of the
State Council in addition to the new Capitan China. This was
the first time there had been two Chinese members of the
Council. Ah Yeok was a man who enjoyed the minor pleasures
of life. He had a fine house on Ampang Road which he lent
for official banquets. He was an cnt{lusiastic gardener and be-
came a member of the Lake Gardens committee. e was also
the first Chinese member of the Gymkhana Club founded in
1890.

The Capitan China who succeeded Ah Shak in 1889 was
Yap Kwan Seng of whom much will be said in this paper. He
was a rather younger man (said to have born in 1846) who
first established himself as a junior partner of Ah Shak. He
was the last holder of the title of Capitan China. He died in 1901.

Loke Yew, ono of the most famous names in Kuala Lumpur
history, came to Kuala Lumpur only in the late 1880's when the
adventurous period of his life was over. He had first come to
Singapore about 1860 as a_penniless immigrant of 13. At the
end of four years as a shop assistant he had saved ninety-
nine dollars. ‘With this capital he sct up in business as Chop
Heng Loong — later a very famous name in Malayan Chinese
commerce. He first became a miner at Larut about 1870.He
was food contractor to the British forces engaged in the Perak
‘War of 1875, After various successes and reverses he established
himself as a leading figure in the immense development of
mining at Kinta in the 1880's. Only after this achicvement did
he move to Kuala Lumpur, He succeeded to Ah Yeok's place
on the State Council in 1892 and was thercafter a_prominent and
prodigiously wealthy member of the mining and business com-
munity of Kuala Lumpur. He was the first Chinese owner to
race horses at meetings held by the Selangor Turf Club,

When Cheow Ah Yeok died in 1892 his death marked the
end of the first generation of Chinese leaders who had been in
Kuala Lumpur since before the civil war of 1866-73. The
only known survivor of the men who had helped Ah Loy at that
time was a relatively minor figure, Voong Chu Siew. who
(if correctly identificd) had been Ah Lov's secretary and politi-
cal adviser during the war (JMBRAS, 24, (2): 51-2). There
is a brief reference to him in 1893 as vice-president of the
Chinese Athletic Club. He had indeed lived on into a new
age.

Among the European official community Swettenham was
outstanding. His major contribution was to establish a sound
government administration after the chaos of the latter days
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of Douglas and to persuade the authorities in Singapore and
London that Selangor should be allowed to borrow money with
which to build a railway between Kuala Lumpur and Klang.

When Swettenham came to Kuala Lumpur in 1882 he
brought with him J. P. Rodger, then newly appointed to the
government  service. Rodgcr was a barister and a man of
means, once described as “rather amateurish as an administrator”.
But another Govemor regarded him as second only to Swetten-
ham in ability. Rodger came to Sclangor as Chicf Magistrate
and Commissioner of Lands. In effect he functioned as District
Officer, Kuala Lumpur, and as deputy Resident. He acted as
Resident no less than four times between 1882 and 1895 (when
he became substantive Resident of Selangor at last),  He was
responsible for many of the changes to %c d:scnh«;d hereafter.
He became first Resident of Pahang in 1888 and Governor of
the Gold Coast in 1905. Someone who knew him has given
a picture of him in Kuala Lumpur:— “Ile was often seen riding
at a walking pace with a syce running after him when inspecting
the town. Q'hcn he wished to cnter any building he dis-
mounted and the syce attended to the horse.”  As Commis-
missioner of Lands he rode all over Selangor, cvidently a
firm believer in seeing things for himself. Rodger subscribed
liberally to all charities and entertained well. Ile was a good
all round sportman, and excelled at tennis and billiards. He was
normally a kind and sympathetic man, but being able to do
most things well himself, he expected the same competence of
others. At one time the following dialogue was attributed to
him and a young recruit to government service, who had been
invited to dinner at the Residency for the first time: the men
!m(l adjourned to the billard and card rooms, and Rodger asked

uung man if he played bridge; “No, Sir”, was the reply: “Bil
lla\'tfV Sir”', was again the te Tave vou go' a rickshaw
waiting?; ‘Ye.s. Sir”; “Al, well then, good night”,

The senior officials in Kuala Lumpur in the mid-1880's were
Swettenham (Resident), Rodger (Lands and Courts) Syers
(Palice) and Hawley (Treasury)*. Hawley died in 1886 and
was succeeded by Venning. W. I, Maxwell became Resident

4, Hawley's first appointment, in 1878, was as Collector at Sabak, on the
Bernam River, Isabella Bird (Mrs Bishop) was on the launch that
took him there, and she noted the event rather chamcteristically — “Be
fore nine we anchored at this place, whose wretchedness makes a great
impression on_me, because we are to deposit Mr Hawley here as revenue
collector. I have seen him every day for a \u amiable and
courteous, as well as_intelligent and mngehc, ing to leave
him alone in_a m'|l:|rmus swamp. L 'I'IAc Golden Chersonese”,
London, 1883, 245). Towever, it was Kuala Lumpur, not the
malarious. swamp, Hm killed him.
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in 1889. After an interim period when E. W. Birch was acting
Resident, Treacher became the next Resident. Finally Rodger
came back to the post from Pahang in 1895.

The European unofficial community was very small until
after 1890. There was a short-lived and disastrous liuropean
incursion into tin-mining in the 1880%s. In their due place we
shall mention Hill, first of the planters, Huttenbach, an saved
the Sclangor Club from an early demise, Father Letessicr, the
Roman Catholic priest, and Gideon Sabatier, Franch cook, hair
dresser and purveyor of Gallic refinements.

Between 1880 and 1895 there was a notable change m Malay
leadership in Kuala Lumpur. In the early days the outstanding
figures were Sumatran traders, especially To" Dagang and Sutan
Puasa, who had played a part in the civil war.  But by 1890 one
or two Malay nofables of the Bugis aristocracy of Selangor
had moved up to Kuala Lumpur. —The acknowledged Malay
leader in Kuala Lumpur was tllwn Raja Laut, son of a former
Sultan; it was said that “he appears to be absorbed in the con-
templation of his own noble rank and the inferiority of those
about him.” A more cffective leader of the Kuala Lampur Malay
community was Raja Bot, who had been dispossessed of Ins district
of Lukut whep it was ceded to Sungei Ujong i 1880,

The Indian and Ceylonese communities we | very small
in 1895. Their leading figure was Tambusamy Pill i, who came
to Sclangor from Singapore with J. G. Davidson, the first Resi-
dent, as one of his clerks. Later he was transferred to the
"T'reasury, where he eventually became Chief Clerk, and for a
short time acted as State Treasurer. Ile resigned from govern-
ment service in 1889, and went into partnership with Loke Yew
in the Rawang Mining Concession, from which he amassed a
considerable fortune. Thereafter he appears as a moneylender,
proprietor of a brick-kiln, market contractor, visiting justice to the
prison, member of the Sanitary Board and of many other public
bodies, and as one of the founders of the Victoria Institution.
He was a member of the Selangor Club, and a strong supporter
of the Turf Club: he died in 1902, in Singapore, where Le had
gone to attend a race meeting,

Another prominent Indian was R. Dorasamy Pillai, who
arrived in Kuala Lumpur in the early 1880’ also from Singapore.
Tle started in Selangor as a contractor for road making, and liter
became owner of several tin mines in the neighbourhood of Kuala
Lumpur, Subsequently hic took oyer all the mining lands belong-
ing to the Sultan of Selangor in Ulu Sclangor. He was one of
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the leaders of the Tamil community, and a member of the Sanitary
Board. In his later days he interested himself in the Methodist
Boys School in Kuala Lumpur, where his sons were educated, and
contributed liberally to the building funds.

‘There do not appear to have been any prominent members
of the Eurasian community in Kuala Lumpur at this period, though
as the town grew there was a steady flow of the descendants of
the Portuguese from Malacca, who came in search of clerkships
in the government departments and with the mercantile houses.
‘The pioneers among them are said to have been G. A. Santa Maria,
F. L. Rozario and R. Goonting, all of whom rose to senior clerk-
ships in government service,

The Rebuilding of Kuala Lumpur,

Certain obvious and pressing tasks confronted Swettenham
and Rodger on their amival in September 1882. The Covern-
ment was in chaos. Kuvala Lumpur was an unhealthy and
dangerous place to live in.

The reform of the government machine was mainly a matter
of recruiting competent officials to create or take charge of the
various necessary departments. Thus Selangor acquired a Com-
migsioner of Lands (Rodger followed by Ebden), a Superinten-
dent of Public Works (Bellamy then Spooner), a Residency
Surgeon (Sinclair), an Inspector of Mines (Hill), a State Trea-
surer (Hawley then Venning), a Secretary to Government
(Welman), a Postmaster (Baxendale), and an Inspector of
Schools (Haines). By the late 188(0°s an administration of the
conventional type had been established and, except for the long
continued difficulties of land administration, was functioning
fairly well.

The task of making Kuala Lumpur a healthy and safe place
to live in was more pressing and dramatic. The basic difficulty
was that the town needed laying out anew. But such a radical
change meant pulling down the extensive properties of Yap Ah
Loy and other influential Chinese in order to make broader
streets across land which they claimed by right of occupation. It
was never possible to make sweeping changes in a short time.
Improvements were made as opportunity offered. That is the
reason why modern Kuala Lumpur between Mountbatten Road
and Market Street still follows the pattern of Yap Ah Loy’s Kuala
Lumpur.

The first and immediate task was to clean up the appalling
filth of the town. Sir Frederick Weld, visiting Kuala Lumpur in
October 1882, just after Swettenham had en over, said that
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the worst streets were “pestilential” even though mttu had been
at work in scavenging gangs for some days. ‘Thereafter the town
was kept clean. The refinements of municipal administration
came later and we shall describe them in a subsequent scction.

‘The next task was to get the town rebuilt.  Apart from the
difficulty of keeping its narrow streets clean, the town was subject
to periodic damage by fire. Mention has been made of Yap Ah
Loy's fear of arson and of his rule that every houscholder must
keep a barrel full of water. But more effective measures
than these were required to prevent a fire from spreading from one
atap roof to another across the narrow streets. A particularly
bad fire oceurred in January 1881. It began with the over-turning
of a lamp in an opium shop and spread until it destroyed a large
part of the town. Three people, including a nephew of Yap
Ah Loy, were killed in the fire.  Five hundred people were
rendered homeless,  Yap Ah Loy, the chief property owner,
suffered losses estimated at $100,000. When the town was re-
built the streets were made a trifle wider but the roofs were still of
palm thatch. Then in December 1881 a severe flooding of the
I\I:mg River laid the town in ruins again, In the flood Yap Al
Loy's house fell down “burying much property and valuables.”

It appears that the first plan of Swettenham’s administration
was to oblige all property owners to rebuild their houses with
roofs of corrugated iron. It may be that this method was then
found to be unduly expensive. At all events it was never intro-
duced, Instead a rule was made in September 1884 requiring
property owners to rebuild in brick or wattle with tiled roofs.
This rule was brought into force for a street at a time — first
Market Street, then Ampang Street, then High Street and then
Pudu Street.

This gradual introduction of the new building rules suggests
that the prescribed materials were in short supply. There is
other evidence to-show that an entire brick and tle industry
had to be created to make the change possible. Yap Ah Loy had
indeed established a brick and nle kiln before 1878, but with the
intention of exporting its prod, to Singapore where he reckoned
he could compete with bricks then 1mported to Singapore from
Hongkong at $100 per lakh. Yap Ah Loys kiln was evidently

for the Jing Kuala Lumpur.
Weld, on a visit in 1883, noted that “a brick-making establishment
is about to be formed which will enable the present rows of
inflammable dwellings to be replaced by good buildings.” This
may have been the kiln erected by the contractors, Hill and Rath-
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Dborne, on the Damansara Road; the kiln, with a sawmill, cost
$38.000. Kilns were erected elsewhere on the outskirts of the
town. By 1886 there were 15 brick kilns and 6 lime kilns around
Kuala Lumpur.

dabl Yorah]

With the materials beginning to be
progress was miade in rebuilding. At the end of 1884, when the
new building rules were made, there were only four houses in
Kuala Lumpur with tiled roofs, althongh more than 200 houses
had been built in that same year (1884). In 1885, 218 houses with
tiled roofs were built at a cost exceeding $200,000. Property
owners were no doubt persuaded to accept the new regulations
by the occurrence of another fire in June, 1885, which destroyed
31 houses.  As a further inducement the Government offered
loans with interest at 5% pa. (then an extremely modest rate) to
householders who wished to rebuild.  Progress continued in 1556,
By 1889 it was practicable to order that the few remaining ata
roofed buildings in the town must be destroved. The result
of the campaign begun in 1885 was that by 1887 there were 518
brick houses in Kuala Lumpur. Of this number only one was
more than five years old. The population of Kuala Lumpur was
estimated at 4,054 in 1884 after a rough census.

The n2w town was not only healthicr and safer but also more
attractive than the old. Weld noted in March 1886 that “the
town has quite changed its character™ and in October the same
year he reported

It is fast becoming the neatest and prettiest Chinese and Malay town
in the Colony or the States, as within my remembrance it was the
dirtiest and most disreputable looking. _The streets have been widened,
metalled and drained, and rows of sufficiently regular, vet picturesque
hauses and, shops. brightly painted and often ornamented with carving
and gilding form the  streets.

But the cxpansion of the mid-1880's was mevitably followed by a
1pcrind of stagnation. By 1890 the price of bricks had dropped
by one quarter; seven out of seventeen brickfields had closed down.
‘The Sanitary Board was glumly discussing the “total absence of
building operations” and the Capitan China was blaming the
government for its many building rules.

The rebuilding of Kuala Lumpur inevitably affected Yap Ah

Loy as the principal property owner in the town. To the general
building regulations he apparently submitted with good grace.
" In any case he died within a few months of the beginning of the
house-building campaign. But government measures to improve
the market area in the centre of the town came first; these he
resisted. It will be remembered that he had built and managed as
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) SCALLof CHANS.

The itre of Kuala Lumpur; detil from the map by W. T. Wood,
published in 1889, A reduced copy of the complete map is reproduced on
page 4. above. W. T. Waod was a survevor, and later chief drattoman,
the Land Office, at Kuala Lumpur, from 188592 he subsequently hecame
chief draftsman in the (Revenue) Survey Depot, rctinng about 1908
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his own pm?;rty a market (on the site of Old Market Square) and =
a %a)énbling oth (on the Embankment site). Swettenham des-
cribed the market as “a very insecure shed” and wished to have it
rebuilt. He also noted that “the filth of the market is indescrib-
able”. Swettenham claimed that the market site was State land.
Yap Ah Loy eventually undertook to rebuild the market with brick
pillars and a galvanised iron roof. This new structure was com-
plete in 1883, There was a compromise as regards ownership of
the market site. It was agreed that Ah Loy should be the owner
of the site during the remainder of his lifetime. At his death
in 1885 there was a long wrangle between Ah Loy's heirs and the
administration about the compensation for the market building
payable to Ah Loy's estate when the site reverted to public owner-
ship. Ah Loy's representatives put in a claim for $9,586.85; the
Government offered $2,500.

It appears that the market yielded to Ah Loy a revenue of
$250-300 a month in dues from stallholders. When the Govern-
ment took over the market in 1885 there were some further
structural improvements. But it was soon decided that the site
was too small. A new market was built (perhaps on or near the
present-day site). The new market was 250 feet long and 90 feet
wide with a floor of tiles on a concrete base, wooden walls and a
corrugated iron roof. It also had “ornamental cast-iron railings and
gates”. This handsome structure yielded a revenue of $78€p.m.
in 1886. When the market was moved the old site became an
open space known as Old Market Square.

Ah Loy was induced to give up his gambling booth site on
the river bank adjoining the market and to build a new booth
somewhere in the area of Cross Street and Pudu Road. By the
removal of the market and the gambling booth the worst of the
congestion in the centre of Kuala Lumpur was relieved.

The Fire Brigade.

In spite of the rebuilding of Kuala Lumpur the risk of fire
remained. There were fires large enough to be mentioned in
administrative reports in 1884, 1885, 1858 and 1892. The new
building rules diminished some risks. New risks, such as the bulk
storage of kerosine and other inflammable materials, took their

lace. The fire risk was met by that combination of government
initiative and public co-operation which served Kuala Lumpur well
during this period. In 1884 H. F. Bellamy of the Public Works
Department offered to form a volunteer fire brigade. Let the
overnment provide the equipment and he would recruit the men.
he Volunteer Fire Brigade began with 15 members in 1884 and



Kuala Lumpur, 1880-95 43

soon proved its usefulness. It was originally equipped with
“‘manual engines” (hand pumps on wheels) pulled by the brigade.
In 1888 the Government added a “steam firc engine of the latest

"". The fire brigade could now pour 350 gallons of water a
minute on the conflagration. In 1893 a fine pair of shire horses
were imported to pul‘grthe engine — it must have been extremely
heavy. gn the same year a new fire station (? the present build-
ing) was built with a stall on cither side of the central bay in
which the engine was kept. The horses were stabled in these
side stalls and were taught to walk out to their places in front

We are sorry to hear that Mr. H. F. Bellamy's health is not so
good as his friends could wish; on those grounds his leave has been
extended until December next. A Bel-
gian paper, Le Petit Blew, of 14th June,
1894, gives o portrait of him as ha ap-
peared to the Belgians at their Interna-
tional Fire Brigade Féte at Brussels.
We reproduce a fac-simile for the benefit
of our readers; and have been favoured
with a cutting from the paper, together
with the following translation :— Fn-
fin, admirez la physionomie de celui des
pompiers étrangers qui ait pircouru b
s grande distance pour venir assister
nu Congris d'Anvers of aux files do
Bruxelles, tle capitaine Bellamy,
commandant In five brigade de Kunaly
Lumpur, des les Strails Settlements. 1
nous arrive tout droit d'Asie —[Lastly,
admire the physiognomy of that par-
ticular foreign fivemun who has come the greatest distance of all, that
he might assist at the Antwerp Congress and the Brussels Fite, Cap
Bellamy, Commander of the Kuala Lumpur Fire Brigade in the Sty
Settlements, who has come to us all the way from distaut Asia.]

H. F. Bellamy a5 Commander of the Kuki Lumpur Fire Brigade — from
the Selmgor Journal, Vol. 2, p. 384 (10 August, 1894).

of the engine as soon as the alarm bell sounded. The general
fire alarm in the town was given by firing the signal gun at the
Fort in Bluff Road. The 28 members of the fire brigade in 1893
were all Europ and Eurasi It was expected of junior
officers in the government service that they should go to church on
Sundays and " that they should volunteer for service in
“Bellamy’s brigade”. Bellamy himself mounted the box and drove
the huge horses;, which were the amazement of the local popu-
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lation. On his leave he used to attend training courses in
England and he scems to have won a good deal of professional
approval there for what was known of his brigade. The annual
demonstrations and competitions of the fire brigade were an
event in the Kualy Lumpur social calendar — thev were followed
by a dance in the evening. A room i the firestation was sct
aside as a clubroom for members of the brigade.

The Railway.

Swettenham's major mterest as an administrator was economic
development.  The cconomic progress of Ihe central Selangor
Unﬁd({ around Kuala Lumpur was hield back by the inadequacy
of its commumcations.  Yap Ah Loy had indeed done much
good work by lmking the mming areas with Kuala Lumpur town
by roads. But from Kuala Lumpur to the port of Klang the
oniginal route was by boat along the Klang River, It took thice
days to pole a hoat up the river to Kuala Lumpur.  Launches
could ascend the river as far as Damansara, fifteen miles below
Kuala Lompur. From Damansarg a 1 was later made running
north to the pomt on the modem road from Kuala Lumpur to
Klang known as Batu Tiga (because it was the third mile on the
old Damausara Road ). The old road then went east and some-
what north through Penchala and finally entered Kuala Lumpur
along the present BInff Road.  The Iine of the road was dictaled
by the necessity of avoiding the low, swampy ground along the
middle reaches of the Klang River.

Apparently it was Yap Ah Lov who planned fhe original
DPamansara Road. Swettenham, reporting on his visit to Kuala
Lumpur m 1875, mentions that Ah Loy had then ‘cat a trace for
this road through the jungle and had begun the construction of the
first three miles. “T'hereafter the project hung fire until 1877
perhaps because neither Yap Al Loy wor the British in Klang
had the money to spare for it. i March 1877 the State Govern
nment mvited tenders for the construction of the road.  But Yap
Al Loy was allowed to build the Kuala Lompur end as a
means of working off his debts to the State Government.
Tor the 3% miles which hie built he was credited with $10,500
in reduction of his debts. By one means or another 13 out of
the required 15 miles of road had been completed by August 1878.

When Swettenham took over in 1882 he found that the
road Dad been very badly made. To remedy its defects would
cost $120,000. Tle decided to give up the road as a main commu-
nication link and he instructed that the uncompleted sections
should be built with a width of 20 feet instead of the 32 feet
width ongmally planned.  Swettenham’s alternative plan was to
build a railway between Klang and Kuala Lumpur, the preliminary
surveys for which were undertaken early in 1883.
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This was a bold- decision. Except for a mile or two near
Taiping there was no railway anywhere in Malaya. On the other
hand the construction of the Klang line, except for the bridging
of the river at the Klang end, was likely to be fairly straight-
forward — “the preliminary railway survey reveals an almost
straight and level line with no engmeering difficulties, as yet,
appearing.’”  Construction was estimated to cost $650,000 plus
$60,000 for the bridge over the Klang River. But, to begin with,
the railway was to be on an austerity basis without station build-
ings and with its terminal on the north bank almost opposite Klang
to avoid the expense of building a bridge. But even with these
economies the cost of the railway was likely to be twice the annual
revenue of the State of Selangor ($300,423 in 1882). Swettenham
suggested that the Straits Settlements Government should lend
$330,000 and that the Selangor Government should find the
balance from its annual revenucs as the work proceeded. Governor
Weld backed the plan and its was approved in London. It was
a bold gamble on the future of Kuala Lumpur,

Spence Moss, a member of the Ceylon Public Work Depart-
ment, was appointed engineer in charge of railway constructien.
Spence Moss had been a railway engineer in England before going
to Ceylon but he was not highly qualificd. He had his faults, as
will be related later, but as a railway construction engineer he
did first rate work in Selangor.

The sleepers were provided by Iill and Rathborne, a firm
of contractors who turned their hands to many ventures in
Sclangor at this period. Yap Ah Loy contracted to provide the
unskilled labour. For the skilled work of plate-laying Bengalis
were imported from India. The work went steadily on from late
1883 to 1886. At length in October 1886 the line was teady for
vse. A temporary station of wood with a roof of corrugated
iron had been built at the Kuala Lumpur end. There were
also halts at Petaling, Batu Tiga and Bukit Kuda (for Klang).
The first locomotivewas bought from the Maharajah of Johore,
who had named it the Lady Clarke (after the wife of Sir Andrew
Clarke, Governor of the Stmits Settlements, 1873.75).%

5. 'The Maharajah of Johore had bought the locomotive with the idza of

laying a mailway with wooden lincs from Tanjong Putéri (Johore Bahru)
to Gunong Pulai, but the project proved too costly, and when only
part of the track had been laid he abandonned it. The lines were slowly
eaten by white ants, and after the apparent disappearance of the engine,
the story grew up in Johore Bahru that it also had been consumed by
the termites. The Lady Clarke was badly damaged in a collision outside
Klang in 1893, by which time she was ncarly twenty years old,
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Sir Frederick Weld came up from Singapore for the opening
of the railway. At Klang he met Sultan Abdul Samad of Selangor
who had left his retreat at Kuala Langat for the first time in six
years. They were to inaugurate the railway by travelling together
to Kuala Lumpur, where among other festivities Weld was to
decorate the Sultan with the insignia of the KCM.G. Weld
relates

The train went smoothly and all went well. His Highness the Sultan

was very much pleased and remarked that it was the best bullock cart

he had ever travelled in. Nonctheless: the carriages are not at all
suitable for the climate. They arc small and without sufficient ventila-
tion,
There was in fact much anxiety that all should go well and
“no small care” was taken on that inaugural journey. But as the
train neared the end of its run the engine driver became
elated with the spirit of the occasion and raced towards Kuala
Lumpur at a headlong 30 miles an hour.

No Sultan of Selangor had ever been to Kuala Lumpur before
and Sultan Abdul Samad was so much of a recluse that few of his
subjects had ever seen him. Weld noted:—

Great preparations had been made at Kuala Lumpur and the whole

place was en fete, Malays and Chinese and Tamils had travelled long

distances down the country to be present on the occasion. The scene
was an exceedingly gay one, bright with costumes and coloured hangings,
and banners, and palm and femn leaves.
In the afternoon there was a “great banquet” in the hall of the
government buildings. The investiture was likewise a_brilliant
occasion — “His Highness the Sultan was richly dressed in Malay
fashion, in a most picturesque costume, wearing some diamonds,
in excellent taste.”

The people of Kuala Lumpur were genuinely pleased at the
visit of the gultan who had been a remote figure for so many
years. In Weld's observation the Sultan “was indeed beloved
and respected by all classes and all races” To leave a memento
of his visit the Sultan planted a tree in Old Market Square. It
may be the one which still grows there.

The various ities T 1 Joyal add to the
Govemor. Raja Laut “and all the Malay merchants and traders
residing in Kuala Lumpur” presented an address which deserves
quotation —
Previous to the British Government affording us its advice and Ehcing
a Resident here to laok after the welfare of Selangor, we felt like one
wandering in the jungle, our way beset by thickets and thoms. If we
were not careful how we guided our footsteps we should inevitably have
stepped on the thoms and wounded our feet. Therefors, since the
arrival of the British Resident in this country, we have felt as one
lifted up and placed between earth and sky, so great has been the
change om our previous fo our present condition.
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It was in keeping with this spirit of flowery compliment that the
Sultan expressed to the Governor his hope that the Governor
would remain in office for the rest of his life. Weld, whose tour
as Governor had already run for seven years, did not forget to
record this suggestion for the consideration of the Colonial Office,

There were three weeks of junketting while the Governor
and the Sultan remained in Kuala Lumpur. There were athletic
sports and races, a_fireworks' display and entertainments of all
sorts.  Eventnally, however, the very important personages de-
parted and the ge]angor Government was left to the hum-drum
task of running the new railway and making it pay. There were
some teething difficulties, including the problem of devising
freight armangements compatible with Chinese business require-
ments.  Years later the Governor referring to another railway
project remarked incidentally —

There will be the same difficulties as were experienced in Selangor
until the traffic was temporarily leased out to certain Chinese who got
it into excellent working order, since which time it has again been
taken over by the State.

This brief reference is all that we have on what must have been an
interesting episode. By 1889 the railway had become a money
spinner; in that year it yielded an annual profit of 28% on the
capital invested "in it." Moreover very little of this capital
was borrowed money. As we have explained, Swettenham
originally estimated that he would have to borrow $330,000, about
half the cost of construction. In fact, during the years of con-
struction the Selangor Government had been able to find all the
money, except $100,000, from its own revenues. The final cost
was $750,000.

When the railway was first opened there were four trains a
day between Kuala Lumpur and Kling. Railway travel at this
period was something of an adventure. Sparks from the engine
twice set fire to the upholstery of the carriage seats. On the
11th August 1893 two tmins collided and thirteen people were
injured, one of whom died later: the two engines involved, the
pioneer Lady Clarke and the Lady Clementi, were “badly
damaged.” But this was the only serious accident in the first ten
years of the railway's existence. It was certainly a great improve-
ment on the old route to Klang, By train the journey took 43
minutes compared with a day's travelling by launch and by road.

The large profits of the original line from Bukit Kuda to
Kuala Lumpur enabled the Selangor Government to under-
take various extensions and improvements. In 1889 contruction
was begun on a brdge to span the Klang River so that the



Copy of a tracing showing the road and river between Damansara
and Koala Lumpur, together with adjacent arcas, prepar

for W. ., Maxwell in May, 1883, Maxwell was then Honorary
Sccretary of the Stmits Branch, R.AS, and was collmmf:f
data for a revised edition of the Socicty's map, first publishe:
in 1880 (dated 1879): see pp. 20, above, and 54, below.
Maxwell's tracing was apparently made from a map sent to him
by Swettenham in March, 1853, and based on surveys made by
William Cameron, in 1882, The SBRAS map of 1879

depended largely on the tough survey carried out by Dominic
D. Daly in May-July 1875, at the request of Sit Andrew Clarke, /i &
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line might reach Klang town on the south bank. In March 1890
the Sultan went to Singapore to meet the Duke and Duchess of
Connaught. The Sultan” (no doubt prompted to do s0) obtained
the Duke's consent to naming the new railway bridge “Con-
naught Bridge.”

"T'he temporary railway station at Kuala Lumpur was replaced
in 1892 by a new one described as “a handsome, commodious and
well situated building”. In November 1892 the Governor, Cle-
menti Smith, visited Kuala Lumpur to open the new station. An
observer noted that —

The Old Passenger Station was very gay, not the least noticeable item

was the cffort of a local artist, depicting an exceedingly fat cherub,

with quite a new departure in the way of a moustache, pillowed on

some billowy clouds, with a legend undemeath welcoming H.E. the
vernor and Lady Smith.

A second purpose of Clementi Smith's visit in 1892 was to in-
augurate a new railway line running north from Kuala Lumpur.
‘T'his brings us to the topic of the other lines built after the Klang
line and before 1895,

The Klang line was a successful link between the commer:
cial centre of the inland mining area and the sea. But the nced
was soon felt for better communications between Kuala Lumpur
and the main mining areas. The 1880 saw considerable develop-
ment of new mining areas at some distance from Kunala Lum-
pur — at Kepong, Rawang, Serendah and Kuala Kubu. These
areas, except perhaps Kepong, had their traditional outlet down
the Selangor River to the sea, Ah Loy in his time had improved
the facilities for loading boats at Bandar, the river port for Kan-
ching, and had made a road from Kanching to Bandar. But
Tiver communications were as slow and expensive for the Ulu
Selangor mines as they had been for the Kuala Lumpur mines.
With the completion of the railway line in 1886 from Klang to
Kuala Lumpur trade with Uln Selangor began to move cross-
country to the railhead at Kuvala Lumpur instead of down its own
river line to Kuala Selangor. During a period of observation in
1888 it was found that 200 - 300 bullock carts and 1,500 - 2.000
people travelled northwards from Kuala Lumpur every dav. The
route was 4% miles of made road as far as Batu built in 1883, and
from there on no more than a rough track. The forty mile
journey from Kuala Lumpur to Kuala, Kubu took at least two days.

In 1888 Swettenham proposed that a railway line should be
Duilt from Kuala Lumpur to the mines at Kepong, Rawang, Se-
tendah and Kuala Kubu, It was estimated that it would take
three years to build and cost $1% million. The line in fact



Kuala Lumpur,

SELANGOR GOVERNMENT RAILWAY.

nger Traln Service,
OWN.

Uon "5 Coita ench.

One mte for all
“Shalions,

STATIONS, SUNDAYS. s and Trcyile, 0 orats nch.
T G0N, P Mgty kol Ponies, includle v i
Senevoar L D vess | Yo [0 Lo in emch per i e ehrs
Hiwino 1| Cambuava o T, 13 Gt eaels poe e iy
Keuwa e "Sarme por truck S
Kipora 25 1230
K Luwren 0 o Speclal Rates for Trafic by Goods Train.
Preao i :
T T o 7
Xa 1o w g
é Srarion.
el
Ko i
BATE Tion @
AL - £ T
. Lowrok . AT 1008 ©
.34
" Eling rnd Bat
i
° K Lusipur [1g11
B Do Pada
Wandfndwndu W | Do, Kepong
oavo Kiowg 3 | DO Kusog
o THE | o Rl
Soconit rsim wil alioe afer un tarvalaf 35 minutes, b Berendl
1 | kip I & AT
00 Good Fridsy wnd Chiwtoas Day tmiea ron maon 3 Faising
Bunday. i g"n. yidon
Passengor Fare | B Kems
S Do Hawa
lpil ElElcE  #s | Do Berew
A% Starions. E¥23[ES[ES
4 S &S| d  iniowmolepkulorover, 1 Sawn or roush,
™ ol o, Pl A, 74 conts ach pee il i
e jimeay Rl sy
- petal X cents i ehary por
B Do K b b e wum R
Bl B Sl S EHEIR ot i cos e er e i b e k.
;K LAV 0e  Morea and Ponlos, including Syeo wi i, 10 i
?Z g. hiaevd ﬁ RS i nnw"sz IS
: Rawaly L calve, o aid Goatn 4 cents ach sy St
iR "5‘5’1 A e, Shp 0 e y Ghtaice
B é 30 [L0 ST crassifcation of Gooda for Trame by Gooda Train.
P b 10NN 1er Crass Goovm—Arrack, Beer, Wino, Spirits,
4| B Heeoms 310017 ete., in caak or bottle, Crockery, Glassware, Alanu.
| Do Hawan i 043 factured Tobaceo, Manchester Gooda nd all goods
B, [ sutton:wtevet e e = 047 of asimilar nature not otherwise provided for.
2vp Crass Goovs—Flour, Ol (oxeopt Koro-
N sine), Balt, Vogotablos, Sugar, anmnufucturcd
i 2313.318.3] e im0 Crass Goona.—Charcoal, Firowood, Timber
i Sravionn. :iis BEECES| BN and Minersl Clam goods in ot of lse than 50
3 ELTIE EBes perpikul®  piguly, Fish (dried or salted), Game, Fresh Moat,
Bult, Provisions (wet), Toe, Kerosing Ofl, Girdury,
it «le]e]| = ‘Engines, Nails, Safos, aud nutive agricultural pro.
0 [ Buges g i | 50 |2 duco gonerally,
7 Potaih wlwln| n " g
) Wl Bin| b Miseaas, Cran Goova in lots of 60 pilkuls or
i PlEla i over.—Pig Iron, Common Bricks, Stoncw (in the
5 l@lsl zough), Balas, Coal, Coke, Ashas, Lz, il ot
2 ol X ornamental), and milar mture
1 LA @ otherwise provided for.
it R & Rarrs between intermediato Stations and for
1 HE o ulky and unspocified goods can b wscertained on
El b i application to the Trafic Suporintsndeat or Station
4 G| w i
Mastaro.

Selangor Goverfiment Railway, timetable, fares and traffic rates, August
Februa th

1893 wry  1894: from

Journal, 1

.m

announcement  in langor
)



52 J. M. Gullick

reached Rawang in 1892 and Kuala Kubu in 1894, This northern
line out of Kuala Lumpur ran across the site of the modern Federal
House and behind the Selangor Club to Club Road where there
was a level crossing and a private railway station at the foot of
Residency Hill for the Resident.

In 1892 an extension southwards was begun. This wis a
line to Pudu, extended in 1895 to the mines at Sungei Besi. The
Pudu line crossed the Klang River immediately behind the rail-
way station and then ran through the town, crossing Rodger
Street and High Street by overhead bridges and thence up what is
now Foch Avenue. ‘The exceptional width of Foch Avenue must
be due to the fact that when it was first laid out there was a rail-
way line down the middle of it,

KUALA  LUMPUR
AND s
COMMUNICATIONS
1870-95

4G

Sketch map showing the development of road and rail communications
round Kuals Lumpur in the period 1870-95.

Spence Moss was responsible for the planning and the first
construction stage of the new lines north and south from Kuala
Lumpur. As wil% appear later his ability to site the Pudu railway
line near to certain lots of land in Kuala Lumpur town proved a
temptation which was part of his undoing. Another railway project
which involved Spence Moss in trouble later on was the pro-

osed extension to Pahang. W. E. Maxwell, who succeeded
gwettenham as Resident in 1889, very much wished to see a line
built into western Pahang via the Sémangko Pass (the Gap).
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Spence Moss argued that the main range between Kuala Lumpur
and Pahang was a formidable barrier and that the cost of build-
ing and operating a railway across it would be prohibitive.
Maxwell was an autocrat who liked to have his own way and he
bore Spence Moss a grudge over this matter, so at least Spence
Moss maintamed. Maxwell was at this time engaged in over-
hauling the land records.  “Thus Spence Moss's indiscretions
came to notice at an awkward time for him.

Up to the beginning of 1895 $3,845,000 had been spent on
railway construction in Selangor. In that year there was 70 miles
of track and the profit for the year on the capital invested was
11%.

The Development of Tin Mining,

At this point it is convenient to describe the growth of tin-
mining in Selangor between 1880 and 1895.  Tin-mining was
oth the reason for railway construction and thereafter the main-
stay of railway revenues. “Morcover the existence of good com-
munications originally built to serve the mines was undoubtedly
an important factor in attracting investment in plantation deve-
lopment. The industrial requirements of the rines and the
vanied consumption needs of the miners created trade and in-
dustry at Kuala Lumpur. Thus Yap Ah Lov's fight to keep the
mines in production during the lean vears of the 1870's and
Swettenham's vision in risking large sums on railway development
in the 1880s Iaid the foundations of the whole inter-related com-
plex of economic development during this period.

The technique of Chinese tin-mining in 1880 had not appa-
Tently develcper? very much in the generation since 1850 when
large-scale Chinese immigration into the Malay States began. The
basis of the technique was still to excavate an open-cast working
(lombon; 2 and to dig ot the tin-bearing stratum. The main tech-
nical prog lem was to keep these workings from becoming flooded.
Baling out was part of the daily routine of mining. Véith great
ingenuity the chain-pump, operated by a waterwheel, was also used
to pump out the mines. But apart from the imperfections of the
chain-pump it could not be used if there was insufficient running
water at surface level to drive the waterwheel.

About 1879 Hugh Low, Resident of Perak, brought out a
steam engine and centrifugal pump at government expense to
demonstrate to the sceptical miners of Perak that this new-fangled
apparatus was far better than any other available to them. Low's
initiative was an immediate success.
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Yap Ah Loy may have seen Low's steam engine or heard of
it. Ah Loy himself had considered bringing in an 8 h.p. engine
in 1878 for his tapioca mill at Kuala Lumpur. At all events in
1881 Ah Loy imported a steam engine for use on his largest mine
at Ampang. A special boat had to be built to bring the heavy
engine up the niver to Kuala Lumpur. It arrived and was suc-
cessfully mstalled.  So far as the writer knows this was the first
steam engine used on a tin-mine in Selangor.

The mechanisation of tin-mining owed a great deal to Euro-
pean ventures in mining in Selangor between 1882 and 1884. The
success of Chinese mining during the period of high prices from
1879 onwards naturally tempted European investors to sce if
they could do better. European interest in mining in Selangor
went back to at Jeast 1873 when the pressure of certain concession
holders played its part in bringing about the famous decision of
British policy to intervene in the Malay States.

Between 1882 and 1884 3,800 acres of land in Selangor were
given out under mining lease to Furopean mining companies,
Luropean interests also negotiated for the purchase of Chi-
nese mines. In one case a company promoted by Paterson
Simons of Singapore purchased Yap Ah ﬂov's Amparg mine for
$170,000, of which however Ah Loy took $30,000 in shares. The
purchase was completed early in 1884. The mine had yielded
350 tons of tin in 1883.

Another enterprise, the Selangor Tin Mining Company, was
established in association with the contractors, Miﬁ and Rathborne.
This company set up a smelting works on the Damansara Road
and built H’)un lows For its staff in the same area. Among other
interests for a short time they held an area of 210 acres at Ampang,
known as the Constance mine: some $70,000 was invested, but
they lost heavily on the venture. A third European companv
took upland at Rawang: they began operations on a more modest
scale than the others but were ultimately forced to sell out in
1889, after being much publicized as a “model” company and
proof that European management could succeed.

By the end of 1884 the European mining boom had col-
lapsed. The Resident of Selangor (Rodger) attributed their
failure to three causes. TFirst, they had undertaken extensive ex-
cavation without any adequate trial boring to find out whether
there was an _even thickness of tin-bearing stratum below the
surface. In this respect the Chinese were wiser, They used
Malay diviners (pawang) to select likely arcas but they then

n to mine on a very small scale until the extent of the de-
posits was well-established. Secondly, the European miners had
relied blindly on the supposed economies of widespread mecha-
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nisation. ‘Their machinery included winding apparatus as well
as steam engines and pumps. It is significant that the Rawang
company, which used traditional Chinese methods, was able to
linger on until 1889, five vears longer than any of the others,
The third reason for the failure of European mining was the
excessive overhead costs of their large managerial staffs.

The collapse of the Luropean companics was a wonderful
opportunity for the Chinese miners. Yap Ah Loy bought back
his Ampang mine for a song. The Selangor Tin Mining Com-
pany too were glad to wind up their “disastrous” venture by scl-
ling their mine to Yap Ah Loy. The steam engines and other
expensive apparatus passed to Chinese miners at bargain prices.
The number of steam engines on Chinese mines went up from
two in 1884, the last vear of the European boom, to fiftcen in
1885, the year of the crash, By 1888 the total had risen to ninety.
nine. These engines were mainly 812 hp. and postable.
Thus equipped the Chinese miners could work to a much greater
depth than before without danger of flooding. Previously 40
teet had been their maximum depth and most mines were much
shallower than this — some only went down six feet.

The 1880's saw a steady expansion of the mining arcas in
inland Selangor. Swettenham, visiting Kuala Lumpur in 1875,
stated that the mines were at Sungei Puteh, Uln Ampang, Ulu
Klang, Petaling and Kanching. An official report of 1887 gives
the number of large mines as

Kuala Lumpur area 46
FPetaling 23
Kanching 9
Ul Selangor 8
Kajang and Rekoh 6
Ulu Langat 1

103

It will be seen that mining had already spread to Ulu Selangor
and Ulu Langat. On these “large” mines, which were 200-
250 feet square, there were about 5,000 miners, In addition
there were some 3,000 miners working on small mines, some of
of them no more than 20 feet by 15 in arca.

In 1882 Yap Ah Loy-and Yap Ah Shak were opening new
mincs at Kepong, Mining was also beginningsat Gonggang and
Pudu. There is mention of mining at Serendah in 1885.
Tangga China, (near Ampang), Panggor (near Serendah) and
Sungei Belak (near Cheras) are mentioned in 1886.
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There is some conflict as to the size of the mining popula-
tion. A figure of 8,000 (5,000 plus 3,000) in 1887 has been men-
tioned above. But, although the source does not make it plain,
this total must be incomplete. There is another statement that
in 1884 there were a thousand mines, large and small in Selangor,
and some 20,000 miners. Elsewhere agam it is stated that there
were 24,000 miners in Selangor in 1884, The gradual spread
from the Kuala Lumpur area to remoter places appears in their
distribution. _In 1884 3,000 out of the total of 24.000 miners
were further afield than the mines near Kuala Lumpur. By 1886
about 5,000 out of the total of 26,500 miners in Selangor were in
Ulu Langat and Ulu Selangor.

Some rather fragmentary data about tin-mining in Selangor
is assembled below: —
Year Price  Export Duty Output  Steam Engines
(5 per (S per fpiculs)  (on Chinese
picul) picul) mines)

5
1878 e 20 240

1882 3.00

%
2
o w

1886 23 3.00
30

1890 G. -3

The price of tin had been about $20 per picul in the lean years of
the mid 1870's. In 1882 it had macslcd $33 but by 1884 it had
fallen to $23. This change goes to cxs)luin the boom and slump
of the European mining industry in the period 1882-84. 'There
was a period of high prosperity between 1887 and 1889 followed
by what would now be called a “recession” in the early 1890's.

It was mecessary to excrcise some measure of supervision
over the miners to keep the peace and to protect property rights.
The Mining Board of 1880-82 has been mentioned. —~An In
spector of Mines was appointed for the first time in 1881 and this
marks the beginning of the Selangor Mines Department.

Another administrative measure made necessary by the fluc:
tuating growth of Chinese mining was the registration of
labourers. In 1890 a Chinese Immigration Depot was established
in Petaling Strect with accommodation for 1,200 men. The
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employers contributed the $5,000 required to erect the build-
ing. It was a kind of residential employment exch Brokers
who imported labourers to Kuala Lumpur had to put them into
the depot (paying 50 cents head per day for their keep) until
they had arrangeﬁ with em ?:;'crs to take them over. A labourer
who had served out his first year's “indenture period” could,
while unemployed, live at the depot for 25 cents per day. When
a labourer from the depot was signed on by an employer, this fact
was entered in the depot register. When a labourer was dis-
charged by an employer, he was given a discharge ticket to take
back to the depot. All employers undertook to recruit labourers
only through the depot. Tf\’e depot itself was managed on a non-
profit making basis by a Chinese committee in which the five
principal Clunese Jocal groups in Kuala Lumpur were represented.
The Capitan China was chairman of the committee.

By 1893 50,000 labourers a year passed through the depot
which’ served to protect both parties. The labourers, especially
the newly arrived “sinkheh”, were protected against the oppres-
sion of brokers. The cm?loyu,rs were pmttzctega against abscond-
ing labourers and against labour crimping by their rivals.

‘The marketing of tin was strictly controlled to prevent the
working miners from selling tin without the knowledge of the
financiers who had made advances to open up the mine. At
first there was a rule that tin might be smelted only on the mine
where it had been produced. This rule was however relaxed in
the 1880%. Tin might be sold only to a recognised dealer or in
the presence of the Capitan China.

Agriculture.

Early experiments in plantation agriculture were not a great
success. Apart from technical and economic factors there was
difficulty over titles. Swettenham (British Malaya, p. 237) tells
how Ceylon planting interests wished to take up land in
but abandoned the idea when the Straits Settlements Govern-
ment refused to sanction the issue of leases for more than 99
years. The same policy must have been applied, with the same
result, in Selangor.

In any case it took some years of experiment before a suc-
cessful crop was found in the form of coffee. In the early 1870's
Yap Ah Loy planted tapioca around Kuala Lumpur. But by
1885 this venture had been abandoned as prices were too low
to make it remunerative. In 1878 Yap Ah Loy laid out
$2,000 in planting sago. For this work he employed Malay
labourers at $7 p.m. Ah Loy's planting experiments were on
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the 12,000 acres of jungle land which he held between Mile 10
and Mile 15 on the road from Kuala Lumpur to Damansara.
In 1884 there 1s mention of a scheme of Yap Ah Loy and some
Chinese associates for planting gambier as an alternative to
tapioca, but it appears that Ah Loy at least never went ahead with
this scheme,

Malay agriculture had made an earlier start in central
Selangor. " But even so it was of comparatively recent origin.
In 1860, when Kuala Lumpur was beginning, there was no con-
siderable agricultural settlement in the inland areas at all, The
Sumatrans “who came up the Klang River were miners and
traders, not agriculturalists. But the hard times of the 1870°s
perhaps encouraged the Sumatrans to grow their own food.
Certamly Yap Ah Loy tried to increase the cultivation of padi
around Kuala Lumpur at this time. With a locally produced
food supply he would be less dependent on the rapacious finan-
ciers of the Straits Settlements who sold him imported supplies
at very high prices. To.put the matter another way, cheaper
Jocal rice (and vegetables, fruit etc.) lowered the miners’
cost of living and hence the cost of producing tin, Thus in 1878
it was reported that the whole Ampang valley above Kuala
Lumpur was under padi.  In 1885 there is mention of padi
areas at Batu and Setapak on the outskirts of Kuala Lumpur.
In addition to padi cultivation there were orchards of fruit trees
and market gardens along Ampang Road and Batu Road. Syers,
the head of the Police ?orcc, took the lead in planting vanous
kinds of tree crops, including cocoa. Tlis orchard at Mile 2 on
the Ampang Road was described as “one of the best specimens
of cultivation in the District” in 1885. As we have seen, Ven-
ning experimented with new cconomic crops in the Lake Gardens.
By 1884 also there was a ring of Chinese market gardens with-
in a three mile radins around Kuala Lumpur. But much of the
Kmduce then sold in the Kuala Lumpur market came from

alay gardens.

One of the largest areas of Malay settlement in inland
Selangor in the 1880°s was Ulu Langat. It will be remembered
that as early as 1875 the Sumatran strongholds at Cheras and
Kajang were the centre of the revolt which Davidson, Syers and
Ah Loy nipped in the bud. There was, of course, mining as
well as agriculture in Ulu Langat. The Govemor, Sir Frederick
‘Weld, visiting Kajang in 1883, found it all very attractive:—

At night, sitting among palm and benana and other rich tropical foliage
intermingled with scarves and flags and quaint devices, on the banks of
a mountain river lit by a full moon in a cloudless sky, we witnessed
a sexies of dances and performances and listened to the chants of the wild
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Sakeis, the Malays, the Menangkabau men and the Chinese — We had
scarf dances and shawl dances and saucer dances and besides: singing,
Malay and Chinese i i all the

being men.

Malay production of foodstuffs surplus to the cultivators’
own requirements was essentially complementary to the growth
of urban and mining communities, which were not self-sufficient,
in and around Kuala Lumpur.  But Malay peasants soon hegan
to grow crops for export as well as for local consumption. The
Resident, in his report for 1885, noted that

Malays and Javanese have commenced opeming small plantations of

ce, and, in a few cases, also of tobacto, pepper and gambier, in
addition to their wsual gardens of 1 a5, pice, inaize, angd sugar
cane, .. .many of the cultivators hes aged i ontting timber for
building purposes and milway sleepers, and firewood for the numerons
brick-kilns and mining. engirics,

By 1895 another administrator was observing that “almost every
Malay in Rawang and Screndah, who is old cnough to have
the sense, and the little capital necessary, is going in most enthn
si ally for planting coffec.”  As in the case of Furopean
estates, the tush to plant coffec was soon to be followed L_v a
changeover to rubber.

The following figures give some indication of the develop-
ment of agricultural areas in the carly days of 1884.

District Cultivated  Population Mileage of  Mileage
Acreage navigable of

Rivers Roads
by Dboats

Kuala Lumpur 4492 28,823 30

Klang 3,290 3,456 26

Kuala Langat 85 3,198 36

Ul Langat 1,500 3,695 100

Kuala Selangor 2,000 3,572 47

Ulu Selangor 837 3,824 54

Total 13,704 46,568 293 52

The concentration of mining and settlement in the Klang valley
(Kuala Lumpur and Klang Districts) appears clearly from these
figures.  Tiven in 1890 half the l)oplﬂﬂfl'm) of Sclangor lived
in the Kuala Lumpur administrative district.

Down in the coastal stretch between Klang and Kuala
Langat there was also much Malay agricultural development,
fostered and financed by Sultan Abdul Samad, Raja Muda Musa
and later his son, the future Sultan Sulaiman. But this activity was
remote from Kuala Lumpur and cannot be related here.
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The Planting Industry

European planting began in 1881.  In 1869 a pa hogenic
fungus, Hemileia vastatrix, appeared on some of the coffee plants
in Ceylon. At that time co&ec was grown on almost every small-
holding on the island, m addition to the large estates. It was
impossible to devise methods for controlling the spread of the
disease, and it swept steadily across the island. In the late 1870
some eight to ten years after the start of the trouble, a few of
the European planters considered the possibility of leaving Ceylon
for Malaya. ~ Several of them prospected in Perak in 1878
(JSBRAS, 4, 1880, pp. 2345, passim), and were much impressed
by the possibilities of the ground in and round the Kinta valley,
but ultimately, as we have noted, they were deterred by the land
regulations. ‘The following year T. Heslop Hill began planting
on Pulan Ubin, in the Johore Strait: and the same year (1879
the fungus appeared in Singapore, where it caused considerable
damage among local small-holdings of Arabian coffec.  In the
meantime ITill had obtained a concession in Sungei Ujong, and
in 1880, in conjunction with the Hon'ble Martin Lister and
C. L. Kay, he opened Antoine Estate. near Bukit Linggi, with a
planting of cinchcona and Coffea arabica. The following year ths
Tlon'ble R, B. Downall obtained two concessions, totalling 194
acres, on a small hill on the outskirts of Kuala Lumpur. He
named the property the Weld Hill Estate (after Sir Frederick
Weld, then Governor of the Stuaits Settlements), and planted
experimental strips of Liberian coffee, tea and pepper.

‘Weld Hill was the fist Eropean cstate to bz opened up
in Selangor, but Arabian coffec was alrcady being grown on
Malay small-holdings round Klang, and at Bukit Nanas. During
the ensuing decade the former were extended considerably under
the dircction of the Dato' Dagang (Haji Mohammed Tahir of
of Klang). In 1882-83 Downall obtamed additional concessions
in Selangor, including a large area near Batu Caves, and began
to plant them with Liberian coffec. Hill and his partners were
meanwhile extending their holdings in Sungei Ujong.

Heslop Hill, as we shall see, was by no means wedded to a
single crop. Clearly at this date he also had doubts about the
future of planting in the Malay states. In 1883 he entered
into a ten-year partnership with a mining engineer, Ambrose
Rathborne, ‘who seemingly had capital at his disposal. The
partners styled themselves “Planters, Agents & Con ractors”.
“They took over Downall’s concession, and established their head-
quarters in Selangor, but their business was extensive, and they
operated as contractors and agents in Perak, Selangor, Sungei
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Ujong and Malacea Territory. In 1884 during the boom, they
tried their hand at mining and nearly came to grief, losing
$70,000 on a concession at Ampang in less than twelve months.
Thereafter they restricted themselves to the firm’s nominated
activities, Tleslop Hill covering their plantations in Selangor and
Sungei Ujong, and Rathbome working the other side of the
husiness. By 1886 they had three plantations in the neighbour-
hood of Kuala Lumpur, on which Hill was growing cinchona,
Liberian coffee, cocoa, tea and pepper: in addition they had
spened up a large area in the hills at Genting Bidei, which they
planted with Arabian coffec and tea; they also had an option on
2,000 acres of uncleared land near Petaling. In 1889 Hill opened
two estates in Perak which were planted with Liberian coffec,
tobacco and pepper: one of these, the Kamuning Estate, had a
potential area of 10,000 acres.

In 1883-84 Walter Stephenson began to open the first of
four estates in the vicinity of Klang: initially he planted pepper,
but his later clearings were sct with Liberian coftee, The latter
was selected by the European planters in Selangor in preference
to Arabian coffec on the grounds that it was better suited to
the lowlands of Malaya, and that it would prove more resistant
to the fungus: against this the berries arc larger, rather variable
in appearance, less fragrant, and command a lower price in the
market. Ultimately the last point contributed to the failure of
the industry.

No other European estates were opened in Selangor be-
tween 1884 and 1888, though several leases were taken out. The
first wave of prospectors from Ceylon had, for the most part,
preferred to return to battle with the fungns at home, or tom
io tea, rather than work land on what they considered to be
unfavourable terms. Only Heslop Hill, Walter Stephenson and
the men employed with them remained here: and the crops
planted were varied, though they were slowly turning to in-
creased acreages of Liberian coffee. Meanwhile the market price
of coffee was rising steadily, as the output from Ceylon continued
its mevitable decline, Towards the end of 1888 a group of four
men led by William Dougal, manager of the Singapore branch
of the Chartered Bank, obtained a grant of 1,500 acres, in three
equal lots, in the Setapak Valley, north of Kuala Lumpur. Others
followed them, but initially the movement was slow, and four
years later there were still less than a dozen European owned
estates in Sclangor: these in the vicinity of Kuala Lumpur re-
presented an area of some 7,000 acres, of which a little over
1,500 acres were planted, mostly with Liberian coffce.
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‘I'he real boom started in 1893. By this time coffee pro-
duction in Ceylon for export had almost ceased, and an increasing
number of planters were coming over to Selangor. With the
price of coffee still rising, they a]% settled on coffee as their staple.
crop. They were, in addition, largely men with a strong
preference for coffee-growing: Ceylon was at this time experiencing
its first tea boom, and those most ready to cxperiment with a new
crop had already taken up the cultivation of tea. By the end of
1893 there were 16 Kuropean owned estates in Selangor, our of 30
registered estates of all categories: the totals rose to 22 and 43 in
1894, 41 and 61 in 1894, and 60 and 73 in 1896, over half of which
were in producion, and by this period nearly all of them were
concentrating on  coffee.

It is not clear when Hemileia vastatrix first appeared in
Selangor. ‘The fungus was certainly there in 1894, and it
may have amived several years earlier.  Liberian coffec did
not prove immune to its attacks (though it was said to be
uneffected in Liberia), but, being a tree and wot a bush,
it was certainly more resistant, than Coffea arabica. The planters
also had other pests to trouble them, including boring flies and
beetles: they had labour troubles: and some did not find the
soil as satisfactory as it appeared to be on the surface. But on
the whole they were not doing too badly in the middle 1890,
and the industry expanded rapidly. It is scarcely surprising
that it shounld hav zlunc s0: it mated that on current
market prices an estate of reasonable size should repay the cost
of setting it up i four to five years. This, it should be noted,
was after the fungus had reached Selangor: it was, in fact. neit-
her the fungus nor any local factor that ultimately killed
the industry. Coffec planting in Selangor failed because of
political events in Europe and South America in the previous
decade.

There had long been extensive areas planted with Arabian
coffee in Brazil, but the estates were managed inefficiently, and
worked with discontented slave labour. In 1888 a government
decrec completed the liberation of the slaves, frecing some

6. Totals of registered estates from the Singapore & Straits Settlements Diree-
torics.  Figures for the European owned cstates in Sclangor, as re

in the annual notices of the Selangor Planters’ Association, are as follows,

Year }Numb" of | Acreage Labour employed
Estates | Cultivated Tamil Chinese Malay
1893 16 1,089 465 48 88
1894 2 2,802 938 181 25¢
1895 41 6,348 1,406 290 917
1896 60 10,835 2,462 53 | 9%
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700,000 able-bodied adults, without compensation to their owners.
The liberated slaves were even less inclined to work efficiently
on the plantations, and the estate owners were left with their
capital seriously depleted. The Brazilian coffce industry might
well have faded out of the picture at this pomt. It was, how-
ever, set more firmly on its feet than cver before by a second
wholly unconnected political movement. Over the period of
unrest in Brazil, when the government was trying to gain support
by freeing the slaves, conditions in Italy resulted in numbers of
peasant families migrating to Brazil. ~ They were industrious,
and they were determined to build a settled future for them-
selves. Many of them took over the illtun and under-
manned coffee estates, and working them as free men rapidly
reached an output well in excess of anything that had been
achieved previously. The result was that in the late 1890's the
market price of coffee began to fall, and buyers were in a position
to purclmc adequate quantities of Arabian coffee, which they
much preferred.

The slump in Liberian coffee from Malaya came after the
close of the period with which we are concerned here.  Strict
ly speaking our story ends with coffee production still increasing,
and the more enterprising planters arranging to sell their estates
to limited liability companics established in London or Ceylon
for the purpose of administering them. A good example was
Heslop Hill, well to the front again, who in 1896 sold a block
of six estates in Perak, Selangor and Negri Sembilan; the compiny
set nlp to buy them had a capital of £100,000, the greater part of
which Pusscﬂ to hint as purchase money: in addition he received
shares 1 the company, and was retained as general manager, on
a salary plus bonuses: it was estimated that the yield for the
following year, 1897, would amount to 5,000 pikuls of coffec,
in addition to small amounts of other crops. CFoﬂ‘ee was, how-
ever, the lure, and it was on the promise of profits from coffec
that the shares sold rapidly.

The failure of the coffee industry would inevitably have dcalt
a serious blow to the growing prosperity of Selangor (and with it
the development of Kuala Lumpur as the Federal capital), if it
had not been for other events which had their beginnings in our
period. At the time when the world price of coffec was still
rising, there was also a rapidly increasing demand for rubber for
industrial dpurposm One of the principal sources of supply at
this period and carlier was the Indiatubber Fig, Ficus elastica.
The tree was already being grown in plantations in north-eastern
India and Java, and in 1879 Murton showed that native rubber
was being obtained from it in Malaya (JSBRAS, 1, p.107). In
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1897 2,000 trees were planted out at Bukit Lintang, near Malacca,
Soon afterwards it was tried in the Muar valley, and in 1900,
when interest in it reached its peak, 52,000 trees were planted in
Selangor in the onc year.

Interest in the India-rubber Fig was short-lived, and by 1906
planting had ceased. Its place was, of course, taken by the Para-
rubber “I'vee, Hevea brasiliensis, cultivation of which was being
developed at the same time, Maluya received its fist plants of
Heavea in 1876, followed by a sccond, more successful consign-
ment in 1877. Plantation methods had still to be developed, and
for a number of years its future here was uncertain. “Tapping was
started under Sir Hugh Low's direction at Kuala Kangsar about
188687, but the results were not satisfactory: the first really suc-
cessful tapping was begun in 1889, by H. N. Ridley, working in
the Botanic Gardens at Singapore. Some at least of the planters
were interested in these experiments, and as early as 1893 Heslop
Hill announced that he had seeds for sale trom one of his
estates. By the end of 1897 small stands of Hevea had been
planted on eight different estates in SelanF()r, though it was not
until 1899 that the first consignment of Para rubber reached
London from Malaya for sale: it came from Sir Hugh Low’s old
experimental garden at Kuala Kangsar. Widespread interest in
rubber did not begin until two or three years later, and extensive
planting in Selangor dates from 19045,  Its interest here lies
m the fact that though the ultimate failure of the current crop
was already incvitable, the pattern of large estates that was being
built up round Kuala Lumpur in the 1890’s was to last for a
long time. Our period saw the introduction of the European
planter into the hfe and structure of local society, and his rise
to a position of importance in the economy of the state.  And
although by 1895-6 increased production of coffee in Brazil was
visible, if not discernible, as a small dark cloud on the skyline
the seeds were already sown from which he and the state were
to find an era of prosperity beyond all conjecture, in growing
Brazilian rubber, One of the early coffee planters, who retired
in 1897, invested £4,000 in an estate in Sclangor which was then
turning over to rubber: ten years later the value of his holding
was assessed at £250,000.

As we have scen, the doyen of the Selangor planters in the
1890%s was T. Heslop Hill. In 189293 he attempted to form a
M States Planters’ AsSociation, on the lines of similar asso-
ciations in Ceylon and southern India. The main purpose was
to provide a body through which the planters could negotiate
with government ‘on labour questions, and on matters of land
tenure.  But by the time that the association was formed it
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had dwindled to a Selangor Planters' Association, which he felt
was too narrow in scope. Further at this period he had managers
on his estates in Selangor, and was himself superintending his
property i Sungei Ujong. Accordingly he did not join the bod
when it was actually formed, in December, 1892. The associa-
tion held its first full mecting on 24 June, 1893: ten mem-
bers were present, and B, V. Carey was clected the first president,
Hill continued to press for a united association, covering all the
Malay States. Tinally, on 8 June, 1896, a meeting was held
to establish the “Central Planters’ Association of the Federated
Malay States”, “to advance and protect the interests of the
planting community”: Heslop Hill, representing Sungei Ujong,
became the first president, and Tom Gibson of Selangor the first
secretary,

A notable member of the early Selangor planting community
was the Hon'ble Martin Lister, who began as Heslop Hill's mana
ger on Weld's Hill Estate. A clpse personal friend of Swettenham,
Martin Lister forsook planting and entered the government
service.  After a spell in the Resident’s Office at Kuala Kangsar
in Perak, where his fellow leamner was the young Hugh Clifford,
Martin Lister became Collector (District Oficer), in Ulu Selangor
in 1884 and did notably good work. At the end of 1886 he was
transfered to Negri Sembilan and was a great success as Resident of
that State. He continued to own a coffee estate in Selangor. His
carly death in 1896 cut short a brilliant carcer.

Typical of the rolling stonc element among the early planters
was one F. A. Toynbee. Born in 1861 he began his working life
as a telegraph opcrator at a Mediterrancan cable station.  Tn
1881 he went to Sumatra as a planter. Then in 1884 h: came
across to Selangor in the employment of Hill & Rathborne to
supervise road construction.  He stayed on in Selangor as manager
of the firm’s sawmill at Klang, as a contractor for the supply of
rilway sleepers and then as an estate manager. Between 1883
and 1893 he was drawn into the coffec boom. Among o her
estates which Toynbee opened up and planted were Amherst
and Hawthornden.

Industry and Trade.

The development of agriculture around Kuala Lumpur was
one example of a general process in which an expansion of a
basic industry, tin-mining, and its ancillary communication sys-
tem, led to growth in other sections of the economy,  We have
mentioned too how the growing population of Kuala Lumpur
had to be decently housed and ]]mw this need gave rise to
rapid growth in the brick and tile kilns, lime kilns and other
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indnstries prodll('in? building materials.  The extraction and
sawing of timber for house-building and for railway sleepers
also enjoyed a hoom in the 1880's.  There has been mention
already of Hill and Rathborne's sawmill which, with a brick
kiln, cost $38,000. This sawmill was appareatly the first
venture in mechanised sawing in substitution for the traditional
method of hand-sawing. Next in 1884 Doraisamy Pillai set up a
sawmill.  The first Chinese steam sawmill was established in 1888.
|

The Government building prog was seriously
by the shortage and high prices of timber and other materials.
So much so that for some years the timber used in govemment
buildings was cither unshaped round timber or axesquared
beams. Tt was only in 1892 that the Public Works Department
began to use properly squared timber in all its construction.
work, About this time the Department established its own timber
depot, brickfield, factory and store, under the direction of C. E.
Spooner, later first general manager of the FMS Railways.

By the carly 1890’s all the more accessible timber around
Kuala Lumpur had been felled. By 1893 timber was so scarce
that it had to be brought from places 12 to 20 miles away. In
1894 there is mention of sawn timber being imported from
Singapore and logs from Ulu Langat, There was also a local
shortage of wood for the manufacture of charcoal. — In 1894
miners at Sungei Besi were bringing charcoal from Klang.

The growth of industry and the associated growth of popu-
lation led to the development of shops and busi catering
for the many wants of Kuala Lumpur. At the first rough census
in 1884 the population of the town of Kuala Lumpur was re-
ported to be 4,054 In 1895 it was estimated at 25,000, In
those days there was no Kuala Lumpur newspaper (the Malay
Mail made its appearance in 1896). The shopkeepers and other
business men inserted their advertiscments in the official
Selangor zette, which  began  publication in 1890
These advertisements were  designed  to attract Furopean
rather than Asian custom, but they give a picture of European
needs, at least, of that period. The modern reader, accustomed
to a world of motor cars, notes the many advertisements for
fodder, hamess and other ist or maintaining hors n
vehicles, The pony-trap was the gentleman’s town conveyance
of this period. The Chinese, as much as the Tluropeans, took

ride in a smart turn-out. In 1889 we hear of a son of the
Erc Capitan China driving a _“four-in-hand - drag”. Petaling
Street at Chinese New Year 1895 is described thus:—

Lined on cach side by stalls; crowded in every conccivable crook and

crannie by Chinese; two continuous lines of carri gharrics and

rikishas — one young Chinese “blood” had a carriage and six with
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utrders — going i cither dirction; Olincse “bands” plasing in the
first floor of scemingly every house; a glaring sun, a blinding dust, and
a strong odour of cooking ctc foating around.

A public which as yet had no radiograms was invited to buy
musical boxes. The advertisements are of course in the Victorian
style, eg,
Schultz’s Patent Watchman’s clocks, being of utmost importance where
watchmen require to be punctual at their posts.

The advertisements for “flower oilcloth”, “velvet table covers
and “fourpost iron bedsteads” are also in keeping with the period.
But here and there is a touch of the idiom ot a later age, e.g.
“What goes with Brandy? Scott’s Ginger Ale.”

There were advertisements for oil lamps and water filters
and these bring us to the question of light and water in Kuala
Lumpur.  Untl about 1885 coconut oil was still generally used as
fuel for lamps. Tn that year the Government put up iron lamp-
posts with kerosine oil lamps to light the streets of Kuala Lumpur.

his new equipment replaced wooden lamp-posts and coconut
oil lamps in the town. The use of kerosine for lamps aud pre-
sumably for cooking and other purposes must have ma(\jc for casier
living, " But it also created a major fire risk. Shops began to
stock kerosine in substantial quantities. In 1893 the Sanitary
Board was considering various proposals for regulating the storage
of kerogine. It had evidently become a major problem.

But a few years after kerosine had come into general use dis-
cussion began of the possibility of lighting the streets of Kuala
Lumpur by the new invention, electricity.  Despite kerosine
lamps on iron lamp-posts, strect lighting was most unsatisfactory.
In 1889 Syers, the Superintendent of Police, was i
improved street lighting. Tn 1892 we hear of much d
with the contractors who were responsible for maintaining the
street lights. The labourers whose task it was to go round each
day to trim and clean the lamps were slack in their duties. But
the idea of electricity in the streets was too much for the Resident.
Tn 1894 the minutes of the Sanitary Board record:—

Read 2 minute from the British Resident regretting that he cannot
advise or see the utility of Mr. G. E. V. Thomas's experimental scheme

for lighting the town of Kuala Lumpur with electric light.

But the Chairman of the Sanitary Board (Venning) and other
enthusiasts continued to press for a changeover to electricity.
As regards the town the change had not been made by 1895. But
in that year Kuala Lumpur railway station was illuminated by
clectricity, and the delighted guests at the opening ceremony
staged an impromptu dance on the platform (see pp. 167-68).
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Until the 1890's the population of Kuala Lumpur drew its
water from wells. Hach house had its own well. The health
risks of this arrangement need no explanation. But so long as
the water came from wells even the wealthier households had to
filter and boil their drinking water. In 1888 a survey began for
the construction of a water reservoir. The supply was planned
for a population of 95,000, four times the actual population of that
period.  The supply of piped water began at some time between
1890 and 1894. 1In 1892 the Sanitary Board approved plans for
the ercction of a public bath-house between Petaling Street and
Sultan Street with sections for both sexes. This decision scems
to presuppose the provision of an ample water supply. Up to
that time the poorer Chinese had paid a cent a head “to bathe
at filthy wells in the same locality.”

To returmn to the shops, minor industrics and “personal ser
vice” businesses of Kuala Lumpur. A factory for the manufac-
ture of ice and acrated waters was built in 1888: the factory was
owned by “The Selangor Apothecarics Company”, presumably
pharmaceutical chemists. By 1893 there was at lcast one other
chemist's shop in Kuala Lumpur owned by Maynard & Co., and
later acquired by D. Macereath.  There was also a “Selangor Hair-
dressing Saloon” tun by a French hairdresser, Monsieur Gideon
Sabatier.

Sabatier had originally come to Malaya as a steward on a
French mail stcamer. Iguring his time in Kuala Lumpur he
turned his hand to several ventures. In addition to his business
as coiffeur he tried to raise the level of catering in Kuala Lumpur
to French standards. Since 1884 there had been a Government
resthouse on or near the modern resthouse site behind the Selangor
Club. In 1892 a letter to the Selangor Journal complained of the
“gloomy appearance” of the resthouse dining room, described the
bedrooms as “objects of horror” and the bathrooms as “slimy and
smelling most objectionable”. Moreover as Kuala Lumpur grew
the resthouse proved too small and there were complaints that its
rooms were always booked up. There were many demands for
the establishment of a hotel but there was no first classs hotel
up to 1895. In 1892, however, Monsieur Sabatier took over
the resthouse dining room and provided a menu “a la carte”
which was a great improvement on the meals previously served
there.

Sabatier was not the first in the catering field. In 1890 a
Mr ]. M. Kenneally advertised the opening of a “Tiffin and Din-
ing Room" in Java Street and solicited the “patronage of the
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THE DISPENSARY,
D. MACREATH, CHEMIST.

PRESCRIPTIONS ACCURATELY DISPENSED
WITH MEDICINES OF THE PUREST QUALITY

Photographic Chemicals; Patent Medicines and Proprietary Articles:
Filters; Jaye's Fluid; Infants’ and Invalids' Food;
Toilet Requisites, and every modern convenience and luxury for the
Nursery and Sick Room.
SPECTACLES AND EYE GLASSES TO SUIT ALL SIGHTS.
E CAREFULLY TESTED.

SACENSED TO SELL

Revorvers, $artringe  Cases  AND  AMMUNITION.
STATIONERY
WINES, SPIRITS, LIQUEURS

Gowass, Arpxavver & Co's avp Tue Disvessany  Eearin
Warer Works Co., SiNcavon,
Soda Water, Lemonade, Ginger Ale, Tonic, and Lemon Squash.
SPECIALITIES :
BREWED GINGER BEER, TENNANT'S PALE ALE,
TENNANT'S STOQT,
G. A& Co's. LIGHT SHANDY (Beee & Lewoxane), DARK SHANDY
(Stovr & Toxic), DEVONSHIRE CIDER.

MANiLA CiGArs OF THE BEsST BRANDS.
ALWAYS IN GOOD CONDITION.

HOSPITALS AND ESTATES SUPPLIED AT SPECIAL RATES.
Kuara Luspux, 2400 Moy, 1895.

The Dispensary, 1895: D. Macreath took over the Kuala Lumpur business
of Maynard & Co,, Ltd, on 16 April, 1894: Selangor Journal, 3, (24).
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THE WONDER OF THE 197H CENTURY.

Proressor Hannn & Co’s
NON-EXPLOSIVE
B
KEROSENE OIL RECTIFIER.
In use for the last Four Years in

THE UNITED STATES,. FRANCE AND GERMANY.

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

2 Kerosene, as an Invalnablo Preparation for

to anyone
MiniMISING THE Risk 0F EXPLOSIONS,
REDUCING THE HEATING QUALITY,

so that the Bursting of Chimneys is Avoided.

No house should be without the Kerosene Oil Rectifier.
Iulf a bottle in a lamp will last for six months
it e is taken to prevent the reservoir of the lamp running dry.

AN ENORMOUS SAVING ON LAMP GLASSES

NO UANGER FROM FIRE THROUGH OVERTURNED LAMDS,

if the Reetifier has been mixed with the Kerosine.
SAFETY FOR CHILDREN;

a goned against careless servants.
ONE OF THE GREATEST INVENTIONS OF THE AGE.

Tlousunds being sold duily in Singapore and Penang.

PRICE ONE DOLLAR PER BOTTLE.

A. C. HARPER & Co., Sole Agents for Selangor.

A possible method of dealing with the fire danger from kerosine: sce text,
p. 69, above. an advertisement from the Sclangor Journal, 4, (5).
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Enropean community.” Kenneally's cstablishment was still going
in 1895. In 1892 a Chinese grocer opened a “Refreshment
Room” with “cold drink” in Hokkien Street (Old Market
Square). The main centre of Chinese cating houses was Petaling
Street.

The appearance of purveyors of cooked or manufactured food
raised the problem of cleanliness in its preparation. No
complaints are extant about the restaurants. But the baker-
ies of Kuala Lumpur were at one time a scandal. In a report
of 1890 Syers relates that there were then three bakers in Kuala
Lumpur — Ah [in of Cross Street, Syed Mohamed (a Bengali)
of Java Street and Ah Sing of High Street. Syers visited the last
of these establishments:.

Here I found bread being kneaded in a trough which apparently had
not been cleaned since it was made, The table and other utensils in
use were also extremely dirty, and the whole place ressembled 2 pig-
stye tather than a bakery. The drainage is bad, and no attempt appears
to have been made to keep the building clear of rubbish.

The water used in this bakery came from a well which was be-
lieved to be “untainted by the surrounding flth”; the clothing
of the workers was “extremely dirty”. Not long afterwards a
Cinghalese established the “Selangor Bakery” in Java Street with
staft imported from Ceylon. In his advertisements he claimed
that his bread was “made according to the European system.”

In 1891 the Luropean community complained to the
Governor that food i Kuala Lumpur was unduly expensive.
Clementi Smith looked into this complaint and concluded that
it was justified. Small fowls were said to cost 70 cents cach, but
another source gives the price of a fowl in 1891 as 30 cents. Other
prices mentioned are fish at 20 cents a kati, mutton at 2 to
$2.50 per pound and whisky at $1 per bottle. The Government
had done 1ts hest to bring prices down. Railway freight rates for
imported foodstuffs had been reduced to nominal amounts. The
system of giving a monopoly (called a “farm”) of the right to
sell certain types of food in the market had been abandoned,
but, as so often happens with Government mieasures designed
to regulate local commerce, the results were unexpected.  When
the beef “farm” was abandoned, the price of beef rose from 11
to 18 cents per pound.

The main shopping centres of this period ncluded Java
Street (Mountbatten Road), Old Market Square, the southern
part of Batu Road and Clarke Street which was the main centre
of Chinese grocers and haberdashers who specialised in the
European trade.
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There was also a growing business community. In 1890
there was at least onc representative in Kuala Lompur of a
British insurance company. There was a branch of the Straits
Trading Company and scveral firms of contractors. In 1894
Kuala Lumpur was briefly visited by “M. A. Van Biema, a most
cloquent gentleman, representing the New York Life Insurance
Company.”  Archie Harper & Co advertised themselves as
auctioneers, and Lim Kee Eee as agent for the Stuaits Steamship
Company.

Banking.

Most important of all these new arnivals was the Chartered
Bank of India Australia and China, a branch of which was
established in Kuala Lumpur in 1888 after long negotiations
between the bank and the authoritics. In the early 1880's the
notes of the “Oriental Bank” (not the modemn bank of that
name)? circulated in Selangor though the bank itself had no
branch there. In 1884 the Oriental Bank failed and the Selangor
Govermnment redeemed the outstanding notes of the bank to
avoid a crisis.  This cpisode brought home the need of a satis-
factory banking system in the State.

As we have cxplained, the traditional Chinese method of
providing capital for development was through the channels of
tin production and marketing. Financiers in Singapore and
Malacca supplied food cte on credit to miners in Selangor and
obtained rtepayment in tin.  An associated method of capital
development was the “farming” of taxes. The same financial
interests entered into a contract with the State Government
whereby they collected and retained all the proceeds of certain
taxes, such as the duty on opium, which were closcly related to
the size of the mining population. In return the tax farmers
paid the Government an agreed monthly sum, which did not
vary if the taxes collected fell short of that sum or exceeded it.
The tax farmers then had an inducement to expand mining pro-
duction, and with it the tax revenues which they collected. "They
thus made a profit on their tax contract to add to the straight-
forward profits from mining. Moreover they could open mines
on a profit-sharing basis with the working miners, run the mines
at an apr'arent loss, and obtain some profit from the augmenta-
tion of their tax revenues.

By the mid-1880's these traditional methods of attracting
capital began to prove inadequate to meet the nceds of the

7. The old Oriental Bank was established at Bombay in 1841, The Singa
nore branch was opened in 1846, and issued ity first local bank-notes (for
$5 & $100) in May 1849. The Mercantile Bank opened up in Singapore
in September, 1855, and the Chartered Bank followed in February, 1859,
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tapidly expanding Selangor economy. They were closely linked
with production of tin and could not attract money from lenders
outside the tin indusry. Moreover borrowers in~ Selangor had
1o acceptable security to offer except the tin which they hoped
to produce. In 1885 the Resident reported:—
The want of banking facilitics is severely felt by all classes of the
community. Native traders and miners find it most difficult to obtain
cash advances in the Colony, however valuable may be the houses and
other property in Selangor which they can offer as security and they
are conscquently unable to purchase their goods m the best markets
and at the cheapest rates, but are practically in the hands of a few
Chinese and Malay traders in Singapore and Malacca, who supply them
with provisions in exchange for consignments of tin.
The State Government did what it could to relieve the
shortage of capital. In so far as it had surplus funds it made
loans.  But, until the railway had been completed in 1886, the
Government had no large resources available. In any case busi
ness loans were not entirely a suitable use of public money.
When the Kuala Lumpur tax “farms” came up for triennial
redetting in 1884 the Selangor Government deliberately assigned
them to a Penang group of capitalists. It was hoped in this
way to introduce capital from Penang, with which Selangor had
previously had no connections. This introduction of Penang
Hokkien tax farmers into Selangor “met with determined oppo-
sition from the previous holders of the farms and their adher-
ents.” These “previous holders” were Yap Ah Loy and his
backers in Singapore whoe had come to regard the Selangor farms
as antomatically their perquisite. They were given the farms
of the newly opened areas of Ulu Selangor and Ulu Langat as
a consolation and in the hope that they would be active in open-
ing mines in those areas, But they were not content. When
the new farmers from Penang set about collecting taxes in the
Kuala Lumpur District, the Government had to suppress “an
organised attempt to interfere” Tlventualle however the in-
coming and nntgm'nﬁ tax farmers settled their differences by
the admission of the latter to a share of the new contract.  As
a manoenvre to bring in capital from Penang the armangement
was a success. The Resident reported “a considerable influx
of Hokkien Chinese into the State, assisted by Penang capital-
ists, and attracted by the presence of Hokkien farmers at Kuala
Lumpur.” So far as the writer knows, this episode marks the
first arrival of Hokkien Chinese in any numbers in Selangor.$

8. “Hokkicn Street,” flanking the east side of Old Markel Square, is shown
on W, T. Wood's map of 1889, The name suggests the existence of a
Hokkicn quarter by this date at least, but though the street itself dates
from hefore 1884, it might have been renamed between 1884 and (889,
By the latter year there was also a large arca on the outskirts of the
town set aside as a Hokkien cemetery (sec p. 4, above)
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The problem of inducing a reliable bank to open a branch
in Kuala Lumpur remained. In 1888 negotiations with the Char-
tered Bank were well advanced. The bank asked for the follow-
ing inducements — (1) Government balances to be deposited
with the bank interestfree, (2) a site for a bank building to be
granted without payment of premium, (3) the bank to share
in the profits of the issue of copper coin, (4) the bank to take
over “the existing advance busiriess of the Government”, and (5)
general Government support for the bank. The Government
tefused proposal (3) and conceded the rest.  On these terms a
branch of the Charaotered Bank was established at Knala Lum-
pur in 1888. The bank was granted the site on which its present
])uilrlingv stand because it was near the Police headquarters in
Bluff Road and was thus casily protected. Until a building had
been erected on this site (about 1891) the Bank was temporarily

0 dated in a shoph According to contemporary
evidence in the Selangor Gazette this shophouse was in Clarke
Strcet. It has also been stated that it was in Market Street, It
is possible the building occupied an entire lot tunning between
Clarke Street at one end and Market Street at the other.

Over the fifteen years 1880-1895 the growing prosperity
of Selangor had its ups and downs. A fall in the price of tin in
1884 produced a set-ba There was a recovery in the later
1880's and then another recession in 1890. It appears that in
1890 the Malayan banks testricted advances to their clients owing
to the difficult financial sitnation in Kurope. This change
in bank policy combined with the general economic recession
occassioned some difficulty in Sclangor and Perak. The tax farmers
had bid for the triennial farms in 1888 (for the period 1889-91)
on optimistic assumptions about the continuation of the favour-
able trends of that year. When money became “tight” in 1890
the Governor noted that “the capitalists then found that they
had so overinvested that they had not sufficient money even for
the ordinary requirements of their trade or business.” Tt proved,
however, to be a temporary diffienlty from which the Kuala Lum-
pur community soon recovered,

Another Kuala Lumpur banking enterprise deserves mention.
In 1893 Venning, the State ‘I'reasurer, established a “Govern-
ment Savings Bank” (following the example of Perak), 'This
bank was to be a means of encouraging small savings; its surplus
funds were deposited with the Chartered Bank. In the first year
188 accounts were opened and 29 closed.  The deposits at the
end of the year totalled $8,707. By 1895 deposits had risen to
$24,160.  Of 358 depasitors 51 were Europeans, 67 Furasians and
209 were Indians and Ceylonese.  Evidently the savings bank
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made no appeal to the Chinese at that time. Iiven at that carly
stage the bank had a scheme for $1 savings cards for children
to complete with ten-cent stamps,

Land Administration.

‘The steadily growing population and prosperity of Kuala
Lumpur made it essential that there should be a satisfactory sys-
tem of Jand administration, for the town area at least. In Yap
Ah Loy's time up to 1880 vaguely defined rights of occupation
had served for title. This situation had not been greatly affected
by the ineffectual essays in land administration of Douglas and
Daly in the years 1880-1882. It is now time to review the gradual
development of a satisfactory land system in Kuala Lumpur,

In Selangor, as in other Malay States in this early period of
the “Residentia tem”, land administration was a tentative and
experimental The reason for this fact was partly that in
the Straits Settlements themselves the land system was in the
process of reform,  The was thus ne established model ready to bz
transplanted to the Malay States by administrators trained in the
Straits Settlements. The land problem in the Straits Settlements
came to a head about 1880, An administrator, W, E. (later Sir
William ) Maxwell, was selected to become the expert on land re-
form. ITe was sent off to South Australia to siudy the “Torrens
System” in the territory where it had been so suceessfully applied.

Maxwell was to succeed Swettenham as Resident of Selangor
in 1889 and he deserves a word of introduction here. He was
the son of Sir Peter Benson Maxwell, first Chief Justice of the
Straits Settlements, and began his working career as a clerk in his
father's chambers in Singapore. In 1869 he was appointed to
the newly formed Straits Scttlements Civil Service, After some
service in Province Wellesley he took part in the campaign known
as the “Perak War” in 1875-6 and not long after became
Assistant Resident of Perak.  Maxwell and the Resident of
Perak, Mugh Low, devised Land Regulations for Perak in
1879. The basis of these regulations was title by government
registration of occupation of land and the issue by government
of a document of title. But there was no survey plan endorsed
on the title since the resources for surveying holdings did not
then exist.  The Perak Land Regulations of 1879 were the
model of the Selangor Land Regulations of the Douglas/Daly
period.  Between 1882 and 1889 these simple provisions were
the land law of Selangor.
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Maxwell, on his retumn from South Australia, became Com-
missioner of Lands in the Straits Settlements and set about in-
troducing the ‘Torrens system. This change took place abont

382-5. It appears that Maxwell's scheme differed little in
essentials from the system which now exists in most parts of
Malaya. Apart from many changes of detail the practical im-
provements were, (1) the linking of the registered title to o proper
system of survey (as fast as this could be provided), (2) the re-
gistration of title by categories (urban, agricultural land, etc.)
and by localities.  Previously, at any rate in Selangor up to 1889,
titles were issued in_one continuous series for all types of land
i all parts of the State, There were no regisrcrvauer mukims
and su[b-disnicts.

During the period 1882 to 1889, when Rodger was Commis-
sioner of Lands m Selangor, the Land Regulations of 1882 were
administered but without very much attention to the mper
fections of the system. We have little to go on beyond Maxwell's
characteristically acid comments on the situation which he found
in 1889, Rodger at least brought order into the Land Office
after the chaos of the Daly period. He travelled extensively up
and down Selangor on horseback and on foot to find out for
himself which areas were occupied. Incidentally Rodger made
himself an expert on Chinese mining questions, on which
he wrote some excellent reports. It may be doubted whether,
in the very carly. stages of government survey in the mid-1880's
Rodger could have introduced Maxwell’s improvéments, even if
he had known of them. Rodger, of course, combined the duties of
Chief Magistrate of Selangor with those of Commissioner of
Lands. Later in the 1880’s these functions were divided.  An-
other barrister, Conwav Belfield, succeeded Rodger as Chicf Magis
trate. L. P. Ebden suceeded him in the Land Office.

Land tenure in Kuala Lumpur town could not be put on
a satisfactory basis until two preliminary matters had been settled.
First, 1t was necessary to have adequate survey plans. Survey
work, begun in Daly’s time, continued for years up to the late
1880’s before the arrears were overtaken.  Secondly some settle-
ment had to be seached on the claims made by Yap Ah Loy and
other Chinese leaders to the ownership of a great part of the
centre of Kuala Lumpur. Mention has been made of Yap Ah
Loy's claim to ownership of Old Market Square and how that
was settled by recognition of his title for life only,  But many
other unsettled matters remained at Yap Ah Loy's death in 1885
concerning the sites of his many houses and shops. In 1880
it had been reported that he owned 64 houses ont of the total of
200 in Kuala Lumpur at that time. When Daly begin to Tay
out Kuala Lumpur anew, Ah Loy was given 108 lots of land as
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liis property by right of existing occupation. This was two-thirds
of the building land then in occupation in Kuala Lumpur. Ah
Loy paid no premia for these lots but he was required to pay
quit rent to the Government. It was not until 1892, seven
years after Ah Loy's death, that the Resident could record the
final settlement of the “long-standing question of Yap Ah Loy's
town property.”

A quickening in the tempo of land administration came in
1889 when Maxwell himself arrived as Resident in succession to
cttenliam and set about introducing the Torrens system of land
title. - Apart from the special problem of Yap Ah Loy's town
land, the general situation was unsatisfactory. Even as late as
1892 there is a reference to “the chaos which existed as to the
position on the ground of valuable town leases.” This was a
legacy from the period when titles had been issued before the
Jand had been surveyed. Even where there were plans of the
Tand endorsed on the title, these were sometimes wildly inacen-
rate. Ebden, in one of his reports, mentions two titles issued
in respect of land in Ampang Strect and endorsed with plans of
land in Batu Road. 1e adds grimly “similar cases are numer-
ous.” The ownership of land was equally confused. In one
case the same lot in Batn Road had been included in two differ-
ent titles bul both registered owners of the titles disclaimed
ownership of the lot.  Ownership was cliimed by a man whose
title to it had been cancelled a year before for failure to pay rent.
Eventually order was achieved in the Land Office, but it must be
admitted that Tand administration in Kusla Lumpur was one of
the failures of the Swettenham regime. ‘The root of the trouble
was the overrapid alienation (or registration of existing owner-
ship) of land. This rush in tumn was due to the fact that for
most of the period from 1882 to 1889 Kuala Lumpur was growing
fast and enjoying a boom. Meticulous land administration, with
the resources then available, would have licld up  economic
progress.

During this time land values were rising and speculation was
rife. The rise in land values was partly the result of economic
development in Kuala Lumpur and partly of goverument road
construction and public works, which enhanced the value of ad-
joining land. Thus in 1883, Swettenham’s first year in Kuala
Lumpur, the State Government spent $100,000 on urban improve
ments. From this time onwards land for building was usually
alienated in lots of about 2,400 square fect. The value of these
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Jots naturally varied a great deal according to their situation.
But, with this reservation, it is interesting to quote land values
mentioned incidentally in the records:-

Year Amount paid for a building lot
in central Kuala Lumpur
$266

1884

1888 462
1890 270
1892 125

1894 365 - 400
1895 250 - 320

1t may be correct to read into these figures three influences. First,
the late 1880's were a period of boom, followed by a slump in
1890, and a revival about 1894.  Secondly, “about 1890
Government began to impose building conditions to damp down
speculation. Tf purchaser of a lot was tequired within a year
to erect a building worth at least $800 on his land.  This rule
discouraged the bidding of fancy prices.  Thirdly, the most
valuable land «in the very centre of the town had been sold by
1890. The figures after 1890 are of Government sales of new
land at some small distance from the main commercial centre.

The story has been told how Douglas and Daly were tempt-
ed to buy land as a speculation. Unfortunately the Government
issued no adequate instructions prohibiting the repetition of such
conduct. Swettenham himself when Resident bought and sold
two lots in Kuala Lumpur. The instrctions issued, with
Colonial Office approval, merely prohibited “wholesale jobbing in
lands” by Government officials; “it was not read as prohibiting
bona fide investment within limits”.  With this half-heart
ambiguity it is not surprising that govermment officials went on
buying and selling land.

. The Resident of Selangor in 1891 gave this account of what
the land records showed:—

It would not be right to leave this subject without a few remarks on
the manner in which the transfer register has been kept. It contains
a column showing the consideration money in the case of each sale,
but that column has been very imperfectly kept, and it is a remarkal
fact that in almost all cases where transactions between private indivi-
duals have taken place the amount of the consideration money is shown,
while in the majority of cases where Government Officials have been
parties to transactions the amount of the sale or purchase is nat
recorded. . ..

The result of my investigations was to show that Government
Officials of all classes have trafficked largely in land in the State of
Selangor and. . . .in many cases the names of officers’ wives, children and
other relations crop up on the records. ... It is a reasonable deduction
that there are still certain Officials who are infringing the recognised
rules as to holding land and sometimes under the shelter of the
names of others,
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In view of this evidence of general land speculation among offi-
cials, Spence Moss, the railway construction engincer, was per-
haps unfortunate to be made the scapegoat or example of them
all. But in his case, unlike the others, the full facts were cli-
cited by an official enquiry.

As railway construction engincer Spence Moss had advance
knowledge of the land required for railway extensions and he
could use his position as technical adviser to influence the choice
between one site and another. In these circumstances it was
indiscreet of him, if not dishonest, ‘to buy land adjacent to rail-
way schemes. Yet it was established that he had purchased 17
lots of land at Klang in the name of his brother-in-law and that
this land was likely to be needed for the construction of a railway
wharf when the railway line was carried across the Klang River
to Klang town on the south bank. There was also a less
clear-cut case of a purchase by Spence Moss of five lots of land
in Kuala Lumpur, and more later, knowing that one of the
possible routes of the railway extension to Pudu must pass over
or near this land. He admitted that his advice on the siting of
this cxtension had been influenced by ownership of this land.

The Spence Moss enquiry was an unpleasant business.
Maxwell was no longer in Selangor but Spence Moss felt that
Maxwell before his transfer had instituted a special enquiry into
his case because of their quarrel over the scheme for an exten-
sion of the railway to Pahang (see pp. 52-53). But Spence Moss's
case was probably the worst of l?lern all (at least let us hope
50). With regret, for Spence Moss had “done excellent work”,
the Selangor Government dispensed with his services. In 1896 a
rule was made that government officials might not own land
except houses for their own occupation and land acquired by
inheritance.

There was a good deal of drainage and reclamation work to
be done in Kuvala Lumpur in the 1880's. The major problem
was the winding course of the Klang River below the centre of
Kuala Lumpur (v. maps of 1889 and 1895)°. As a result of
these many twists and tums flood water coming down from up-
stream of Kuala Lumpur piled up in the town. In 1884 the
river was widened and its course altered near the Gombak/Klang
river junction. In 1888 the course of the river between Market
Street and MeArthur Street was straightened and the old river
bed filled in. But below this point the river crossed under High
Street just below the Police Station and meandered on in many
curves, Severe flooding continued until well into the twentieth

9. On pp. 41 and 83.
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century. A prominent member of the Kuala Lumpur bar who
first came to the town in 1913 climed to have swum from the
Selangor Club to the Secretariat withont touching ground.

The land on the river banks was also improved. In 1887
Swettenham in his annual report mentions that “the unsightly
wooden premises at the backs of the houses abutting on the river
have been removed, and the muddy bank where they used to
stand has been turfed.”

The original landing place for boals arriving at Kuala Lumpur
was the point at which Paterson Simons's building now stands,
where Cross Street tuns down to the tiver. This landing place
had been improved in 1 A new landing place below Market
Street was built in 1885,

It is related that in 1880 the only bridge across the Klang
River was a felled tree trunk. Very little of the town then lay
on the west bank. There is a tradition that the Malay quarter
north of Java Strect on the east bank extended to the falay Strec:
arca on the opposite west bank.  There was a Malay cemetery
where the main mosque of Kuala Lumpur now stands at the
junction of the twa rivers. There were some Chinese houses an
gardens in the area of what is now the Padang and it is said that
Ah Lov had his prison on the west bank near the Chartered
Bank site. But this amount of settlement would not have made
it inconvenient to be without a bridge. Tn any case the technical
resources 1o build such a bridge did not exist hefore 1880,

The Market Street bridge seems to have been the first to
De built under the British regime.  In 1883 there is mention of
a4 “new bridge opposite to the Capitan China's house” (on the
Mercantile Bank site). Tt was a 150-foot timber bridge, replaced
in 1888 by a 90-foot lattice girder bridge.

‘The nest link between the two banks was upstream of the
junction of the two rivers and therefore crossed them both.  These
two bridges were on the same sites as their modern counterparts
(the Whiteaway Laidlaw Corner bridge and the bridge over the
Gombak river in front of the Supreme Court). Thev were built
in timber in 1884 and replaced (at a cost of $54,000) by wider
iron bridges in 1890.

In 1883 a bridge was built to ‘carry the High Strect over
the Klang River on its old course, This crossing was just below
where the High Street Police Station now stands. The High
Strect then continued straight on (there being no railway sta-
tion on the present site antil 1892) to join up with Brickficlds
Rm]dg.q;['l'm High Street bridge was rebuilt in 1888 and again
m >N
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In order to make room for the growing town it was neces-
sary to reclaim the swamps which surrounded it. In Yap Ah
Loy's time there was a swamp to the north of the town (where
the Fire Station now stands), a swamp to the east of it (the
Pudu Bus station arca) and a swamp to the south of it (the
southern end of the modem Iigh Strect). A certain amount
of reclamation had been done in these areas by 1885, But what
is mow the Selangor Chincse Recreation Club ground was still
a lake fed by the Pudu River. Reclamation work went on as
opportunity offered. In 1893 it was noted that the smell from
rubbish dumped and burnt to fill in swampy areas was so bad
that some other method would have to be found.

In 1880 the present “Padang” was not the level and
even sward which Kuala Lumpur now knows so well. It was
then a clearing used for vegetable cultivation and fruit trees, It
sloped away mto swampy ground at the Chartered Bank end
and at the northern end also. Syers, the Supcrintendent of
Police, used to shoot snipe at the northern end of the Padang
in the early moming. The Police used the centre part of this
atea as a parade ground. So it became known as “the Parade
Ground” (“Club Padang” is of later origin that 1895). Up
to 1890 comparatively little was done to level and improve the
Parade Ground. During the building boom of the 1880's a
brick-kiln was built on or near it. A row of Chinese houses
faced on to it from the site where the Government Offices now
stand until these were demolished in 1894 as a preliminary to
building the offices.

‘I'he Parade Ground was, however, the centre of the Euro-
ean quarter of Kuala Lumpur. In 1884 the Selangor Club was
?oundcd as a social and cricket ¢lub and to provide a central
reading room. The name “Spotted Dog” is of very early origin.
It is related that Mrs Syers Smd two Dalmatian hounds which
ran behind her carriage and that these “Plum-pudding dogs”
suggested the mame for the Club. Another explanation is that
the first emblem of the Club was a badly drawn spotted leopard.
At all cvents the first Selangor Club building was put up soon
after 1884 at the north end of the Padang. It consisted of a
clubhouse and a pavilion. The stables, a necessary adjunct of
the club at that time, stood where St Mary’s Church now stands.
Cricket received an immense fillip with the arrival in Kuala
Lumpur of E-W, (later Sir Ernest) Birch, who came to act as
Resident after the departure of Maxwell in 1892, Emest
Birch, son of the [. W. W. Birch who was murdered as Resident
of Perak in 1875, had come to the Straits Settlements about 1880.
Tis prowess in Singapore as a_cricketing cadet received passing
mention in the official records. It was perhaps no accident




Kuala Lumpur, 1880-95 85

that during his time in Kuala Lumpur “the raising and turfing
of a portion of the Parade Ground was completed, the cricket
itch was formed and put in good order, and the swamp at the
ower end of the ground near the Chartered Bank was partially
filled.”

The upkeep and improvement of the Padang was a res-

nsibility of the Sanitary Board from 1890 onwards. The

E(\,lﬁlljng of the entirc Padang was completed by about 1895.
It was then beginning to wear its modern aspect. The second
Selangor Club building had been put up about 1890 on the
centre of the site on which the modern Tudor-style buildin% now
stands, This second Selangor Club was a two-storey building,
the upper room being used for dances and concertsi—

On the flat, alongside the wmilway line, is the Selangor Club (“The

Spotted Dog”), an isolated building with a square tower at one corner,

the latter features beng  suggestive of an impersonated cantle or a

discoloured ruin which ims strayed against the Club and has decided

to remain there.
The Chartered Bank had occupied its present site since 1890
and St Mary's Church since 1894. The present government
offices “in the Moorish style of arclhitecture” were rising in 1895
under the superintendence of the architeet, Mr Norman of the
Public Works Department!?.

The Padang had already become the centre of all games.
In addition to the cricket “square” in the centre, there were
two tennis courts near the Club and football pitches at the
north and south ¢nds. A request had been made for the laying
of a cinder track for running. There was a bandstand on the
Padang and a fountain. Asian as well as European teams were
using the football pitches, and their allocation between so many
demands was becoming a problem.

One other change in Jand use remains to be mentioned.
As has been stated, the triangular piece of land between the
Klang and Gombak Rivers was originally nsed as a Malay ceme-
tery.  This cemetery was closed for burials in 1892,

Law and Order.

After the brief Sumatran revolt of 1875 there was never the
danger of a serious disturbance in or near Kuala Lumpur. The
Pahang revoult of 1891-92 caused some excitement in Sclangor.

10. He was not directly responsible for the “Moorish style”. He had drawn
plans for a classical building in the rennaissance style. C. E, Spooner,
then Director of Public Works, accepted his general hayout of the
building, but made lim change the form of decoration, believing an
un‘cmuf style to be more in keeping with a tropical environment. Spooner
had previously served in Ceylon, not in Egypt, as is sometimes suggested
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Syers and a party of Selangor Police went off to help in opera-
tions against the rebel leader, the Orang Kaya Semantan. The
British Resident of Selangor took temporary charge of the
Bentong area to relieve the Resident of Pahang (Rodger) of
routine responsibilitics.  But the Pahang trouble was soon over.

There was, of course, always the continuing problem of
maintaining law and order and suppressing ordinary crime and
minor disorder.  Up to 1880 Yap Ah Loy had solved this prob-
lem by exercising authority through the “secret socicties” of
which he and his associates were the leaders in Sclangor.  This
secret society system could itself beget disorder if two rival
imups of societies were represented in the same area. In Kuala

nmpur the Hai San group of socicties were predominant and
their opponents were not strong cnough to make a fight of it.
Nonetheless in October 1879 when rots broke out at Taiping
(in Perak) between Hai San and Ghi Hin factions there were
fears of repercussions in Kuala Lumpur, The Police detachment
in the town was strengthened. But this alarm passed off with
no more than a minor fracas in Ulu Langat.

There is no record of how Yap Ah Loy worked his secret
socicty system in Selangor (as will be related, it is in dispute
whether the system existed). But the Malacea riots of Decem-
ber 1875 provide a good illustration of the workings and limita-
tions of the secret society conciliation system. The trouble in
Malacea began when members of rival societies quarrelled and
fought at a Malay “joget”. The only man who had been injured
reported the assault to the headman of his society, as was
customary. But before the headmen could settle the matter,
some friends of the injured man attacked the original aggressor
and then two of his friends. Tension was becoming acute.
The situation was too difficult for settlement between minor
headmen. A financial potentate, the manager of the opium
farm, was invited to arbitrate — he was “a very influential man
in settling all such quarrels,”  But he gave up the attempt
and the sitnation degencrated into a major riot which was eventu-
ally quelled only by large-scale police action.

When the British took over in Knala Lumpur in 1880 they
failed to recognise the essential facts of the situation (none of
them could speak Chinese). Yap Ah Loy and the other secret
society headmen in Selangor admitted that they themsclves and
every Chinese in Selangor had been admitted to a socicty on
first arrival in the Straits Settlements from China. But they de-
nied that therc was any secret society organisation (in the form of
local "lodFﬁ”) in Sclangor. In fact there were lodges which
met secretly,
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s and Rodger (who was acting Resident when the ques-

s considered) were too casily led Lo accept the story told
them by Yap Al Loy and other Chinese leaders. The exparts in
the Chinese Protectorate in Singapore knew what the true facts of
the Selangor situation were but the authorities in Selangor would
not accept the Protectorate view of the matter. The correspond-
ence i5 of some interest and is reproduced at Appendix A,
Sclangor did not have a Protector of Chinese of its own until
about 1890,

The British authorities in Selangor were the more casily led
to accept Yap Al Loy's account of the situation because Yap
Ah Loy and his friends gave them help in supressing secret
societies. ‘They missed the point that Ah Loy's co-operation was
dirceted to suppressing new socielies which were intruding o his
territory.

The secret  socicty  problem  became  more  ac
about 1890. In Sclangor it had always been the policy to de
all secret socicties unlawful. But in the Straits Scttlements for
twenty years up to 1889 the authoritics were content with re-
gistration of socictics.  When the law changed in the Straits
Settlements and measures taken for suppressing ¢t societies
there, the organisers moved into the Malay States. They
arrived at a propitions moment.  In 1890 Selangor, like the rest
of Malitya, was cntering a slump period. — An observer noted
that Kuala Lumpur at this time was “full of Chinese who had
no employment.  These people loaf about the Gambling Farm
and obtain a precarious livelihood by begging and stealing as
opportunity offers.” ‘The fight against secret societies in Sclangor
went on with fair success until 1895,

The evidence is scanty bul there are signs that the nature
and function of secret societics was changing. Up to the early
1880 the societies had been the main Chinese organisation for
political control of their own community, the provision of capital
for mining, the relief of poverty and sickness and the maintenance
of law and order. But, from 1890 onwards the socicties appear
more in their modern guise of criminal bodies extorting “protection
money” by threat of violence.  In view of their formal “illegality”
it is difficult to know now whether the wealthy Chinese con-
tinued to play a leading part in the societics. But one las the
impression that the wealthy “towkays” dropped out — in fact if
not in form — and that a more criminal type of leader took over.

11, See Purcell “The Chinese in Malaya”, 1948, p. 116.
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The ctiminal aspect of the societies had, perhaps, always been
latent in the older system but it is scarcely likely that in the
1870’s men like Yap Ah Loy used the societies to extort money
from the wealthy cﬁnss, that is from themselves.

Although the British authorities in Seiangor failed to re-
cognise the true position of the Chinese notables as secret society
headmen, they did appreciate and make use of their influence in
keeping the peace among the Chinese.  In particular they found
that fighting among the miners on the mines around Kuala
Lutnpur was more quickly settled by inviting the Capitan China
to intervene than by sending out a police detachment.

The incidence of general crime in Kuala Lumpur depended
partly on the number of criminals who had moved in on the
town from elsewhere. In 1892 Syers wrote,

Thete does not appear to be any habitual criminal class in Kuala Lumpur
but we are constantly invaded by cominals from the Straits [Settlements]
and other places. In addition to thess many of the miners are quite
willing to turn their hands to thieving when their legitimate employment
1§ unremunerative.

1894 was a particularly bad year beacuse one Li Choi and his
gang moved i on Kuala Lumpur.  Syers reported that

robberies from Furopean honses, Government offices and other places
were almost of nightly ocenrrence, and the whole neighbourhood was
simply in the hands of a well-organised gang who carried on theit
depradations with impunity.

But Syers was an cfficient police officer. Te drove the gang out
of Kuala Lumpur and later in 1895 arrested Li Choi and other
ringleaders.  Li Choi, who was believed to have committed nine
murders, was sentenced to death, At his trial he admitted that
his spoils had included no less than three Government safes.

1892 was also a bad year by comparison with any except 1894-
95, the year of Li Choi. In 1892 there had been a wave of
burglaries in Kuala Lumpur. A gang of Singapore counterfeiters
moved in and “reaped a good harvest” before they were caught.
There were cight murders and nine gang-robberies in this year.
Syers commented “Kuala Lumpur is overstocked with rascals.”

Before leaving police problems, a last word on Syers. He
was a brilliant pohce officer. Even the sour Douglas in 1878 paid
tribute to “the great ability, intelligence and tact displayed by
Mr Syers who Das been able to transform the undisciplined
rabble he took command of in 1875 into a Military Police Force
quite equal to the performance of any duties ordinarily required
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of them.” Swettenham also thought highly of Syers and noted
that “he commanded the confidence of the Chinese.” Rodger’s
opinion of him appears from the fact that he made him acting
collector (District Officer) of Uln Langat in 1884 and later
borrowed him to organise the Police force of Pahang (Rodger had
just then become the first British Resident of Pahang).  In 1896
Syers became the first Commissioner of the newly established
Malay States Police Force, In July 1897, while shooting Pahang,
he followed a wounded séladang into a thicket and was gored to
death.  Syers must rank with Swettenham and Rodger as
one of the ablest British officers of the first generation in Selangor
and also as a leading figure in the public lifc of Kuala Lumpur.
He should also be considered the father of the F.M.S. Police
Force.

Judicial machinery in Selangor up to 1895 was notable for
its simplicity. Each Collector was Magistrate for his District.
Up to 1882 the Resident presided over a superior court for
the tral of serious offences thoughout the State.  After 1882
Rodger, as “Chief Magistrate”, became the principal judical officer.
In 1885 he was succeeded by Conway Belfield as Chief Magistrate,

On the civil side the Chicf Magistrate was assisted by three
Malay and Chinese assessors “in cases myolyving the examination
of complicated partnerships and trading accounts.” By 1892 the
number of Asian assessors had risen to five. The Capitan China
and Towkay Ah Ycok were assessors for “cases regulated by
Chinese custom’; Raja Laut and Raja Bot assisted in Muslim
matrimonial and other cases; Tambusamy Pillai was assessor for
Indian cases, especially the examination of accounts kept in
Tamil. Chinese wills gave rise to some knotty problems. The
Selangor Government obtained advice from the British Consul
General in Canton and published in the Gazette his note on “The
Use of Wills among the Chinese” in 1892,

The State Council enacted such legislation as was required.
Rodger and Belfield, the successive Chief Magistrates, were both
barristers.  But up to 1895 no lawyers were allowed to practise
before the courts of Selangor. In these circumstances “petition
writers” thrived as unqualified legal advisers. In 1892 regulations
were made requiring petition wnters to register themselves.  OF
the five names of petition writers which the writer has traced,
two were apparently European or Eurasian (John E. Baker and
M. R. Travers Oldheld); the others were Indian.
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The Medical Problem.

We have mentioned the appalling hospital conditions which
Swettenham found when he took over in the autumn of 1882,
a “hospital” in which the sick could lie while
its natural course. ‘The patients were given rice
to cat but there was little or no medical attention. The size of
Ah Loy's hospital in the High Sreet is indicated by the fact that
at one time m 1880 there were 28 patients in it. The cost of
maintaining this hospital was met by levying a tax of $1 on every
pig slaughtered on the mines around Kuala Lumpur. Douglas
]md plans for building 4 new hospital and solicited subscriptioris
from the mine headmen.

During the years 1882 to 1895 hospital arrangements were
greatly improved but they remained pitifully inadequate.  In 1883
a “Ceneral Hospital” and a “Pauper Hospital” were Duilt, ad-
jacent to each other, each with 40 beds. They are said to have
been “near the old Gaol”, which was somewhere in the Bluff
Road area, It is probable that both were on the modern Tanglin
IHospital site in Young Road. In the period 188990 two new
hospitals were built to replace those of 1883. The new
“General Hospital” was what is now called the Tanglin Hos-
pital.  The new Pauper Hospital seems to have been on or near
the modem General Hospital site on the Pahang Road.

The “Pauper Hospital” of this period was for the treatment
of destitute tin miners and others labourers, nsually chronic or
incurable cases. Some distinction had to be made however be-
tween the incurable cases and the others in order to prevent the
“auper Hospital becoming fully and permanently occupied by
incurable cases only. In 1894 a special ‘Taiwah Ward
for incurables was built at the Pauper Hospital. It was to be
managed by a committee of Chinese over which a government
chairman  presided. The building cost $7,000. Medical treat-
ment was provided as part of the ordinary public medical service,
But the cost of upkeep of the patients was met by making over
to the management committee all government revenues from the
registration of brothels and their inmates and from the weighing
of tin. It was originally intended that the inmates of the Tiiwah
should be shipped back to China when they were fit enough to
travel.  But this part of the plan was abandoned owing to diffi-
culties of repatriation.

These arrangements are an interesting example (and there
are others) of the fusion of Chinesc tradition and European wel-
fare systems.  As we have seen the Chinese miners had made
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some sort of provision for the sick long before the British took
over. In later years we have committees and other European
machinery grafted on to the Chinese system.

In the Pauper Hospital treatment and accommodation were
free. In the General Hospital there were three classes of wards
with daily charges of $3, $1.50 and 20 cents.

The General and Pauper Hospitals were mun on European
lines and they provided European medical treatment. But the
Chinese preférence for their own medicine was strong.  Yap
Ah Loy himself was sick for months before his death but refused
the atfeutions of the government doctor, preferring to treat him-
self with the Chinese medicines which he had retailed as a shop-
keeper in his carly days i Kuvala Lumpur. ~ As the Europeans deve-
loped their medical services (available to patients of all races)
the Chinese felt the need to sct up a hospital of their own. In
1892 the Capitan China, Yap Kwan Seng, at his own expense
established a Chinese hospital known as the “P'ui Shin Tong”.
It had two Chinese doctors on its staff and cost $4-5,000 pa.
to run. In 1895 this hospital was expanded and its upkeep taken
over by the whole Chincse community by means of voluntary
contributions. It then cost $8-9.000 pa.  The hospital con-
sisted of two wards housing 200 beds and it was situated on the
Pudu Road. An official report describes it as a hospital and
dispensary for the practice of “native pathological principles en-
tirely under the supervision of their own doctors.” The head of
the ‘government medical services praised its cleanliness and its
administrative arrangetents,

Despite the establishment of this stronghold of Chinese
medicine, Liuropean medicine was gaining ground. The medical
report for 1893 says that, except among newly arrived immigrants,
there was greater willingness to use Furopean medicines

Several protests have reached me from local chemists, that their trade

has considerably fallen off among the Jower olass of natives in

consequence of the frec distribution of medicines by the State dispen-
sarics,

Two other aspects of the medical services deserve brief men-
tion. There was a mental ward in which most of the patients
were Chinese “suffering from melancholia in its various stages.”
There were also four ambulance carts drawn by bullocks to bring
in miners who were serionsly il 1llness among miners was far
more severe than among other scetions of the population. Thus in
1894, 21.8% of all miners admitted to hospital eventually died
there; the death rate for patients drawn from all other ocenpations
was only 5.8%.
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It is now time to pass from medical services to the diseases
which they had to fight. It is a grim story. The hospitals were
never large enough to mect the demand.  References to over-
crowding recur throughout the medical reports of these years.
The ratc at which the demand for hospital accommodation in-
creased appears from the following figures of patients treated at
hospitals in Kunala Lumpuri—

Year Chinese Malays
1886 2,523 219
1887 6,025 227
1588 6,195 214
1889 5379 327
1890 5,026 343
1891 5,019 275
1892 8.009 457

The main epidemic diseases were beri-beri, dysentry, malaria,
cholera and smallpox. The hospital death-rate among in-patients
in 1888 was 19.9%. This was the price of rapid economic deve-
lopment. Swettenham, writing his annual report for 1888, des-
cribed the situation as follows:—

Hospitals terribly overcrawded; 40,000 Chinese immigrants introduced to
a most trying climate and hard work where only the fittest survive; hos-
pital buildings and staff unable to meet the demand on their resources;
the Government labouring to improve sanitation in the dwellings of
an apathetic people who do not yet understand the value of the
simplest precautions, and regard death and disease with the views
of fatalists, making for the hospitals only when they are beyond
the ceach of medical skill,

This last theme of “too late, too late” alternates with the lament
about overcrowding in the dead march of official reports on hos-
pital conditions at this time. A medical report on the Pauper
Hospital in 1891 records that out of 3,200 patients admitted to
the hospital during the year, 19 died in the admission room and
54 more within 24 hours of admission. But the average duration
of a patient’s illness before admission to the hospital was 73
days.  Swettenham, reporting in 1887, explains that:—

the death returns of the hospitals are swelled by a large proportion

of patients who die within 24 hours of admission, crawling ar being

carried to the hospitals when litérally in extremis.

In 1892 some two dozen “hospital visitors”, mostly Chinese
notables, were appointed. This move undoubtedly helped to
diminish the reluctance of their own community to ‘use the hos-
pitals in good time.



Kuala Lumpur, 1880-95 93

The most severe of the epdemics was beri-beri, the causes
of which were then unknown. The number of cases and the
death-rate speak for themselves:

Year No of cases Hospital
treated in hospital  Date-rate

in Selangor
1883
1884

By 1894 the number of cases had risen to 2,817 and the hospital
death rate was 24%. Puzzled doctors noted that there was little
or no beri-beri among the inmates of the gaols (where presumably
the diet scale by some fortunate chance was well-balanced ). But
beri-beri remained a scourge and a mystery until well after 1895,

Immigrants from south China brought cholera with them
during the boom of the late 1880's.” At about the same
time a severe ontbreak of smallpox was sweeping  across
Malaya. It was no respecter of persons — Yam Tuan Antah of
Negri Sembilan died of it in 1888, But in the case of small-
pox a means of prevention was known. The difficulty here was
to induce the population to submit to vaccination. A few ycars
before, Raja Mahmud, a close friend of Swettenham and a
leading member of the Selangor aristocracy, had resigned his
government post rather than organise a compulsory vaccination
campaign among his people. But there were more progressive
leaders at Kuala Lumpur. Raja Bot for one trained as a vacei-
nator in order to help in the campaign of 1890. The Capitan
China rounded up his community for a weekly vaccination ses-
sion at his house. But even in 1892 the Tamil population of Kuala
Lumpur was still so averse to vaccination that their leader,
Tambusamy Pillai, advised house to house visiting by vaccina-
tors backed by police. Nonetheless vaccination was sufficiently
widespread to prevent any serious outbreak of smallpox in Kuala
Lumpur.  The vaccination campaign provides an interesting
example of prominent public figures emerging in a new role as
health reformers. It is difficult to visualise Yap Ah Loy having
done so much even ten years before.

S'X]pllil[s was another scourge of Kuala Lumpur at this time.
As other diseases, such as beri-beri, brought more patients to
the hospitals, syphilis was found to be a “complication” in many
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cases. A medical report on the Kuala Lumpur General Hos-
pital in 1893 stated:

A lige number of the women admitted to this ward suffered from
venereal disease. Those from the Chinese brothels were generally
in 2 very advanced stage of the disease, owing to absolute neglect.

A report of 1892 mentions finding three cases of secondary
syphilis in_one brothel.  Men who contracted the disease usually
went to Chinese doctors in the first instance and were perhaps
able to obtain relief, though not a cure, in the less severe cases;
thereafter, for a time, they were themselves a sourcz of further
infection, while in addition no action was taken again the primary
focus.

Syphilis, like so much of the illness in Kuala Lumpur in
this period, must be regarded as a problem of social adminis-
stration as much as of medical scicnce. We have told how the
campaign against smallpox nearly foundered on ignorance. Beri
beri was the result of an unbalanced diet in the mining camps.
Syphilis could hardly fail to exist as an epidemic disease so long
as a large proportion of the male population resorted to pro-
stitutes for lack of wives. IHere too cconomic development had
run ahead so fast that it had created a situation in which all else
was out of balance.

It would be wrong to blame Yap Al Loy and the British
administrators who succeeded him for tolerating brothels and thus
perhaps facilitating the spread of syphilis. If they had out-
lawed brothels at that stage in the social development of
Kuala Lumpur they would merely have driven the traffic under-
ground, and thus lost the opportunity of medical inspection and
other supervision which they introduced. Given the huge pre-
ponderance of males in the Chinese population there was bound
to be prostitution on a large scale.  The administrators chose
to accept that fact and to attempt to control it. The mid-
twentieth century will condemn them on moral if not on health
grounds.  But their world of the late nineteenth century did not.

Yap Ah Loy i the days of his rule in Kuala Lumpur had
provided all public services as a personal enterprise — police,
prisons, hospital, market, gambling booth and brothels, In
1854 he was reported to have some 300 Chinese women in the
brothel quarter between Pudu Road and Petaling Street. They
carned about $2 per month each.  During Yap Ah Loy's lifetime
the British administrators, with some qualms, turned a blind
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eye on this particular business venture of the Capitan China,
In 1885, after his death, they began to investigate Ah Loy's
brothels and were appalled. A medical officer stated:—

are so soddened with dirt and filth that they are past

the rooms in which the poor women live are much worse
¢s and so dark that lamps sre in use all day.

Syers also looked into the brothels from the Police point of
view and reported:—
At present there are over a 100 prostitutes i the Capitan's buildings;
the room for each is so small that it is only five feet by five feet
and all the women are cramped up without ventilation.
These building were closed and the women were moved to more
desirable prég)ertxev belonging to the late Capitan China in High
Street. M inspection and registration with the police
ituted.  Business as usual went briskly on.

were in

In 1890 there were 39 registered brothels in Kuala Lumpur
containing 533 Chinese, 24 Japanese and 4 Tamil women. 1890
1owever was a slump year and the number of brothels was ten
less than in the year before, Syers reported “very few com-
laints against the Brothel Keepers, all the women appear to

well treated.” The women now reported monthly to the
police who had photographs of them for identification.  In 1892
the number of registered brothels had risen again to 45 with 26
Japanese, 798 Chinese, 3 Malay and 2 Tamil women — an in-
crease of 268 on the previous year. During 1892, 23 women left
the brothels to gét married. “There had been no complaints to
the Police but, ominously, four women had committed suicide.
In 1893 the number of brothels rose to 50. In the same
year a “Women and Girls Protection Regulation” had been
made to bring about various improvements in brothel conditions,
especially in- the standards of ac dation. But it was
reckoned that it would be a work of years to make the ordinance
fully effective.

So long as the women stayed in the brothels without com-
plint the Government did not interfere. But from time to
time women ran away. It then became necessary to give them
refuge from their former employers. It was apparently this
problem which led to the development of a social conscience
about the prostitution question as a whole. In 1895 a room was
rented at {15 High Street, near the brothel quarter, as a refuge.
But asylum so near the brothels proved ineffective. The Govern-
ment then put up a bungalow as a home for the women in the
grounds of the Roman Catholic Mission at Bukit Nanas. 86 women
and children were rescued in 1895 and three Chinese women
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were prosecuted for detaining prostitutes against their will. In
1896 the Government converted the former museum building
into a larger home. The moving spirit in the whole campaign
was Reverend Father Letessier, hcad of the Roman Catholic
Mission in Kuala Lumpur.

A purely medical problem was the world epidemic of in-
fluenza which reached Kuala Lumpur in 1890. The Resident
noted an odd fact:—

Almost all those who suffered from influenza m Kuala Lumpur Tived

cither in the town or on the flat, while those who aceupied houses on the

surrounding hills ‘were unaffected by the complaint, almost without
exception.

‘The various measures deseribed in the field of health and
welfare were the result and, by example, perhaps the cause also
of the growth of a “civic consciousness”, at any rate among the
more prosperons classes in Kuala Lumpur,  But mntil 1890 any
alliance between official initiative and public support had to be
worked out ad hoc and usually on an informal basis. But
situations of this kind tend in time to create for themselves an
institutional framework of formal organisation.

‘The decision to establish a Sanitary Board in Kuala Lumpur
in 1890 may have been inspired in part at least by a wish to
encourage unofficial co-operation in the task of municipal admi-
nistration and improvement. The Sanitary Board was, of course,
the pre of the M pal C i blished in recent
years. The fist Chairman of the Sanitary Board in 1890 was
A. R. Venning, founder of the Lake Gardens and promoter of
many public good causes. The other members of the first Board
were Bellamy (Public Works), Sinclair (Medical ), Murray Camp-
bell, West, Raja Laut, Raja Bot, Yap Kwan Seng (Capitan China)
and Chow Ah Yeok. The general composition of the Board, as
distinct from its individual membership, altered little up to 1895.
Venning 1 chairman throughout; Syers (Police) and
Ebden (Lﬂnds} were added on the official side. Tambusamy
Pillai became the first Tamil member in 1894,

The tasks assigned to the Board in 1890 were cleaning and
lighting the strects, administration of markets, “compulsory clean-
sing and whitewashing of houses,” the upkcep of roads and strects
and the destruction of jungle etc”, the metalling of streets, con-
struction of brick drains, widening of roads and erection of sign-
posts.

Public interest was recognised and encouraged by the publi-

cation in the Gazette of the minutes of the meetings of the
Board. The only fulltime officer of the Board was its Secretary
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who reccived $100 pm., the salary of a very junior executive
official. H. F. Mcliwen was appointed the first Secretary in
1890.  Venning continued to douLlc the offices of Chairman of
the Board and State Treasurer. The offices of the Board were
in the old “Raja Resthouse” (see p. 102) in Gombak Lane.

It is unnecessary to follow the Board through the details of
its many activities. “The first act of the Board was to call for a
plan of the arca within a two mile radius of the Market Street
Bridge so that it might make recommendations as to the bounda-
ries of the area it was to administer.

The Board's new arangements for conservancy were said
to have “made a transformation in the appearance” of Kuala
Lumpur. Yet they consisted only of requinng each householder
to make his own arrangements with a Chinese market-gardener
for the cmptying of buckets. There were the usual complaints
of irregular service and of smell. Street cleansing and scavenging
arrangements had been in_operation since 1882 and apparently
continned after 1890 with little change. 1In 1895 the Board was
thinking of experimenting with domestic dust-bins for each
house. Much of the Board's business consisted of approving or
rejecting building plans.

In 1894 the Board is found making regulations to prohibit
the leading of buffaloes through the strects of Kuala Lumpur
unless the tips of both horns had been covered by a bar ot
of wood. In the same year it regulated hackney carriage rates to
$2 per day or 15 cents per mile. The familiar covered arcade
street frontage (the “five foot way”) dates from this period in
Kuala Lumpur. In 1892 the Board, having made regulations for
such arcades, was able to note with satisfaction that:—

The 1oadways are no longer congested with foot-traffic, and the untidy

verandah stalls, projecting over the draing, are replaced by a constant

stream of foot-passengers, who are glad to take advantige of the
shelter from the weather and protection from injury by vehicles.

In the proccedings of the Board Venning was probably a
fairly dominating personality. He cvidently liked to have things
his own way. His particular delight was to administer snubs to
Baxendale, the head of the Posts and Telegraphs Department.
Thus in July 1891 the Sanitary Board minutes recorded:—

The Board desires that the Chairman_enquire of the Sub-Postmaster

why he has placed signboards on the Government Post Office without

the sanction of the d.

On other occasion Baxendale had proposed that a branch of the
Society for the Prevention of Cruclty to Animals should be es-
tablished in Selangor. He made this proposal with reference to
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alleged maltreatment of the ponies which drew the hackney car-
riages. This was an indirect hit at the Sanitary Board which
licensed and supervised hackney carriages. ‘The minutes of the
Board record that “the Board “deprecates the institution of an
irresponsible society.” Yet there was much need of a branch of
the SP.CA. Leaving aside the disputed case of the ghari
onies, there was much other cruelty to animals. In 1895 the
%ecidcnt's report alludes to a legal doubt about

the validity of a conviction_ for cruelty to a rat by pouring kerosine
oil over it and then setting fire to the oil — a not uncommon Chinese
method of killiug vermin caught in traps.

Venning and the Sanitary Board were in most other respect pre-
pared to entertain new ideas on their merits. Mention has been
made of their support for the scheme to light the streets by
clectricity. Tn 1895 the Board was also “considering the pur-
chase of a typewriting machine.”

Posts and Telegraphs.
Since B; dale has been d incidentally a word may
be said here of him and of his department.  Baxendale, like
Venning, was a man with public interests outside his work.
Among other activitics he founded a Selangor Scientific Socicty
and read to its meetings long papers which appear to have been
of rather doubtful scientific value,

The first stamps for use in Selangor appeared in 1879, They
were the current Straits Settlements 2cts brown stamps, sur-
charged with the star and crescent and the letter “S” in an oval.
Thereafter there were successive issues of Straits Settlements
2cts stamps, with varying surcharges, until 1891, when they were
teplaced by the first of the series specially printed for Selangor
(the 2cts rosc with the picture of a leaping tiger).  This was
followed by a Ict green and a Scts blue, with the same design.
Postage remained at two cents per half ounce until 1894. when
it was increased to 3 cents. The Malay States were not admitted
to the Postal Union until 1897. Until this happened Selangor
stamps were only valid for letters directed to places within the
Malay States and the Straits Settlements. Mail going further
aficld had to bear Straits Settlements stamps: as these were sold
to the Selangor Post Office at face value, the postal department
derived no revenue from letters sent overseas.

A telegraph line from Kuala Lumpur to Malacca was con-
structed in 1886: (from Malacea there were links with Singapore
and abroad). There had probably been some sort of postal
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Post and telegraph services, l'cbmar\uMaxch 1894:
from the Selangor Journal, 2, (1
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KUALA LUMPUR-SUNGEI UJONG OVERLAND MAIL SERVICE.

Tz TASLE.
Lewe K, Lumpurat 700w, .. Arrive Kijang ot 949 a.
o Kajung 1000w, . Semenyil , 1130 wu.
o+ Semenyil . 1130 am, s Bemmang , 100
. Bermng . 100 puw . . Setul 200 pam.
W Setal . 200 pan, . Seremban 400 pm
Leave Scremban at 7.00 ., AsiveSetal wt 9.00am.
‘. o 900w . Beranang . 1000 wu.
» g . 1000am w Semenyib ,, 1180w
Semengil 12,00 noon . Kujwg . L0Dpw
Kajung 115 pu. - K Lumpur, 400 pu.
Tanii on FARgs.

S030 For avery 10 . exim bugage 8412
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C. R CORMAC,

Post Orvrcs, Aty. Supt., Poste and Tolugraphs,

Kuwla Lumpur, 21t June, 1994,

COAST MAIL SERVICE
Br S.T. ENID awp S.T. ABDUL SAMAD.

The following dates are fixed for the departure of the wr. Evid and sr. dbdul Swiad
to the Kuala Selangor, Kuala Tangat and Suvgei Ujong Coust Districts, respectively. The
bour of departure from Klang will be 830 am. When the dates or hours of sailing an-
altered, u notiee to that effect will be posted at the entrance to the Government Offices in
Kuala Lumpur as long befurchand as possible.

Keats SRtadon, 8.7 ENLD KUAGLAXGAT AXD S0808E UioND, 8. T, ABDUL SANAD.

Dvpart 1o Aerive. foom - Port Uickaon. | Dopart P. Dickion. | Awvive Kiaie
Yo May o | Fiday, My 18| Monday, May 31| riday, Moy 20| Monday, Muy 25| Wed, May 30
. 80w S 3| Wednos, \June 10| Tuesday, June 12 | Thurs, Juni 14
Tues, Juine 122 | Wk .o
Thurs, ,, 28 5.0, Loy sl Dy B[ L niyio Sy 12
ly 10 bk " w It " " " " wo W
S0 0.0, L Aug 1| L Aug 6 Aug 7| . Auge

Ou alternate tripy these lnunchies will bi ot the disposal of the District Bagineer, and on
ather trijs at the disposal of the District Officar.

By Order,  J. H. M. ROBSON.

Aty. District Oficer, Klang.

Overlaind_and_coastal mail scrvices, May-August, 1894: from the Selangor

Journal, 2, (22). Until Tune, 1894, all mail in ind out of Sclingor (except
for lctters to Raub and Kuala Lipis, in Pahang) went vit Klang.

KLaxo, 9t May, 1891
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service to and from Kuala Lumpur since British administrators
first arrived there in 1880. The procedure in later years was
that as soon as the mail stcamer was sighted at Klang, the
news was telegraphed to Kuala Lumpur and the Post Office
hoisted its flag to inform the world that mail would arrive short-
ly. The flag came down as a signal that the mail had arrived
at the Post Office. Mails came from Europe direct to Penang
by weckly service of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navi-
gation Company. There was another weekly P & O service tran-
shipped at Rangoon to Penang — and thence in both cases
to Klang for Kuala Lumpur. The French Messagerics Mari
times line also brought Selangor mail to Singapore.  Kuala
Lumpur got its first three pillar-boxes in 1892,

In the same year, 1892, the Police headquarters was equipped
with a switchboard for six teleplione lines. The Post Ofhee also
had a switchboard for four lines to government offices. By
1895 there were 21 telephones in Kuala Lumpur.

The Schools

The need for schools was felt as the population of Kuala
Lumpur changed towards a normal family composition (in con
trast to the mining camp population of the period of the 1870s).
‘The first school opened in Kuala Lumpur was for the Chinese.
It was built in the High Strect in 1884 at a cost of $550 and
began its first session in January 1885 with eleven pupils. It
was apparently another of the fruitful partnerships of this period
between Government and private enterprise. The Government
built the school but Yap Ah Loy provided a schoolmaster at
his own expense until the Government could recruit one. Other
leading towkaf's supported the school and visited it to test the
pupils in reading and writing.  The attendance had risen to
thirty by 1886.

Nonetheless the school was the subject of much contro-
versy within the Chinese community.  Among the Hokkien
and Macao traders there was said to be “determined opposition”
which centred round the choice of the schoolmaster. It seems
that the real issue, which underlay the dispute about the teacher,
was the choice of the language in which instruction was to be

iven. There were Chinese of several local dialect groups in
uala Lumpur and the teaching must be in only one
dialect at a time (if indeed a teacher could be found who
could teach in more than one dialect). Yap Ah Loy's offer to
Erovidc his own teacher was probably a manocuvre in this dispute.
erhaps becanse of these sectional differences the school did not
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prosper and expand as much as might have been expected. The
problem of dialects was still causing difficulty in 1886. By
589[) the attendance had fallen to 18. In 1892 it was reported
to have declined still more. There were, of course, other Euclors
besides the language question in this comparative failure. The
schoolmaster was elderly and not very effectual. It is impossible
to know whether the curricnlum satisfied the parents. In 1885
it was described as Chinese reading, writing and accounts. But
as the years went by it became dominated by the Chinese lite-
rary tradition. Thus in 1895 all the ten text-books in use at
the school were Chinese classics.

Meanwhile, about 1890, a “Government English School”
was established at which the medium of instruction was English.
This school scems to have been organised by Reverend Frederick
Haines, vicar of the Church of England church in Kuala Lum-
pur. Haines came to Kuala Lumpur not later than 1890, He
soon combined his chaplaincy with the government post of In-
spector of Schools (i. e. head ‘of the Education Department) and
this armangement lasted until after 1895.

In 1892 the Government English School had 40 pupils of
whom 25 were Chinese, 3 were Tamil, 2 Malay, 2 Singhalese and
6 were Eurasian. ‘The head was G. W. H all (of

whom nothing more is recorded).

PP

Separate arrangements had been made for the education of
the children of the Malay aristocracy by the formation of a “Raja
School”, which had eleven pupils in 1892. The building in
which the pupils lived and were taught was situated somewhere
near the junction of Gombak Lane and what is now called Jalan
Raja. It may be that Jalan Raja takes its name from the school.
Haines himsclf was English tutor to the Raja School. The Raja
Muda (the future Sultan Sulaiman) set an example by coming
to Kuala Lumpur to attend the school. The other pupils in
1892 were eight sons of Rajas and two sons of Sheikhs. Almost
all the pupils came from a distance, usually from Kuala Langat
which remained the seat of the Sultan and the centre of the
Selangor Malay aristocracy. It was thus necessary to provide
accommodation as well asa school building. Later on, when no
longer required for its original purpose, the “Raja Resthouse”
became the first offices of the Sanitary Board.

1t was realised that it was a waste of the limited staff avail-
able to have two separate schools. Thers was a growing popular
demand for the establishment of something larger and better
equipped and staffed than the Government English School. The
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moving spirits in the public demand for better education were the
Capitan China (Yap Kwan Sen), and his fellow State Councillor,
Loke Yew, and the Ceylonese leader, Tambusamy Pillai. Matters
came to a head in 1893 when Treacher had just been appointed to
succeed Maxwell as Resident (after the interregnum in which
Emest Birch acted as Resident). Treacher was very sympathetic
to the project. On his advice a public meeting was held and
a scheme launched.

As always the crux of the matter was the need to raise the
necessary money. Here Treacher was able to help. He found
that a sum of $3,188 collected in 1887 on the occasion of Queen
Victoria’s Jubilee remained unspent in 1893. ‘Treacher proposed
that this money should become the nucleus of the fund; he also

romised $5,000 from government funds.  The Sultan gave
E],IO(I and each of three Asian sponsors contributed an equal
amount. With other subscriptions a total of $21,641 was raised.
This sum more than sufficed to cover the capital cost ($16,550)
of the new school buildings, of which the foundation stone was
Jaid by Mrs. Treacher on 14th August 1893. It was decided
that pending completion of these buildings the new school (an
amalgamation of S‘le Government English School and the Raja
School) should be opened in 1894 in the Government English
School buildings.

It was also necessary to provide for the management, main-
tenance and staffing of the school. A board of trustees was set
up over whom the Resident presided. An education rate of 1%
per annum was imposed to yield an estimated annual revenue
of $2250, The State Government contributed a further $3000
pa. for running expenses. The pupils themselves paid a fee of
$1 p.m. each.

Two assistant masters, Mr Buxton and Mr Arudpragasim,
were selected by competitive ination. The first head
was B. E. Shaw'* who came from the High School, Bishop's Stort-
ford; he arrived in June 1894. The new buildings, described as
“picturesque, substantial and suitable” were ready by 30th July
1894. They were on the banks of the Klang River and the masters
used to amuse themselves by shooting crocodiles from the play-
ound. Perhaps because of its connection with the Jubilee Fund
the school was called the “Victoria Institution.” In 1894, its first
year, the 201 pupils of the Victoria Institution comprised 104
Chinese, 60 Indians, 24 Eurasians and 10 Malays.

12. Always referred to as “Bennett Shaw.”
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Treacher spent only a short time in Selangor before being
promoted to be Resident of Perak. His encouragement of the
scheme for the Victoria Institution was the most memorable part
of his tenurc of office. Treacher had begun his administrative
career in North Bomeo in 1871. He came to Malaya as Secre-
ta]iy to the Government of Perak in 1888.  Although he left
Sefangor in 1894 he was to return a few years later when he suc-
ceeded Swettenham as Resident General ‘of the Federated Malay
States. Treacher's successor as Resident of Selangor in 1894 was
Rodger, on transfer from Pahang. Rodger thus became substan-
tive Resident of Selangor for which he had done so much as
acting Resident in the 1880's. Rodger himself was destined to
go on to be Resident of Perak — and eventually Governor of the
Gold Coast. )

Religion.

The remainder of this paper deals with the more intangible
aspects of life i Kuala Lumpur — the beliefs, recreations and
what little 15 known of the ordinary life of its population. Far
more is known in this respect of the European community than
of the others because the Europeans have left written records.
But the change in the life of the Asian, especially of the Chinese,
community, is of far greater interest as a matter of social history.
Uﬂ:{mhm.ﬂe}y there are only snippets of information on Chinese
a TS,

Owing to the article written by Father Letessier (in the
Selangor Journal, 1, p. 177) something is known of the Chinese
cults of this period. The Chinese of Yap Ah Loy's day had
been a tough crowd. From Yap Ah Loy downwards most of
them had lived a hard and dangerous life in the primitive condi-
tions of the mining camps since they first came to Malaya. They
had fought in merciless civil wars; they had scen their comrades
die off like flies from disease; they had sweated to make money
from the uncertainties of tin-mining; they had spent their monev
in the gambling booths, the brothels and the opium shops of
Kuala Lumpur. ~ It was a hard life. Above all it was an uncertain
life in which luck or divine favour seemed to decide whether a
man’s skill and effort should succeed or fail. They needed to be
reassured that luck and the gods were on their side.

During the crises of the civil war Yap Ah Loy had consulted
the god Sen Ta (or Sz Yeh) as an oracle for guidance. The wor-
ship of this god me the major public cult of the Kuala Lum-
pur Chinese. The deity of the cult was apparently a
personification of the spirit of the Chinese pioneer combined with
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divine attributes of pmtecn’on and ‘success  (Middlebrook,
JMBRAS, 1951, 24, (2), 22). Yap Ah Loy built a temple of
Sen Ta in Kuala Lumpux The main rites of the cult were
the consultation of the oracle and the annual procession of the
god through the streets of Kuala Lumpur.

In the temple were two “life-like carvings in wood, rchcsent
ing venerable men known after death as SI Sz Ya and Sz Y:
Letessier (Selangor Journal, 16th Junc, 1893) gives the follow-
ing account of t?nc consultation of the oracle:—
Sick people who follow his prescriptions are almost always cured, traders
who invoke him make their fortune, gamblers will not risk the fruit of
their toil without having invoked him, and even abandoned women
come to ask good luck from this great spirit.

It appears that thero was also consultation on behalf of the com-
munity as a whole; there is mention elsewhere of “the Headmen
worshipping on behalf of their tribes at the temple of Sz Ya.”
Letessier continues:—

In order to consult him recourse must be had to Thung Cen.  This
Thung Cen is the medium through whicl thie spirit has chosen to be
manifested under the appearance of “temporary possession is
possession is shown by the insensibility of Thung Cen to pain, For
example, sticks of incense are applied to his cars without his eviricing
any signs of sufferi hen hie is to enter into this state of possession
(Kong Thung), which he will do for the small sum of 50 cents from
any private individual who invites him, be has himsclf mesmensed before
the altar of the spitit by two familiars, who pass m front of him gold and
silver papers it from the wax tapers, whilst he rests his head between
his two hands, and presses it vigourously with two pieces of paper in
the vicinity of the templcs

He is thus hent a little forward, and in this attitude he awaits the
entrance of the spirit. Al at once he gives a sharp cry like the cry of
an owl and withdraws his hands from his forchead while he works his
head to and fro with groans, and his face becomes distorted like that
of some madman or congenital idiot. s voice, articulating unintcl
ligible sounds, recalls the noise made by certain big jungle birds. His
assistants alone are able to interpret this singular language, which they
note in writing when it relates to a medical prescription

There was a_ procession through the strects i every
But at intervals of several years the procession was orgar
exceptional lavishness and” expense. The years of the e:lmmlc

rocessions were 1887, when it was estimated that 40,000 Chinese

participated in or watched the procession, 1893 to which the
description to be quoted below relates, and 1902 when it was re-
ported some $100,000 was spent on the procession.

The centrul figure of these processions was the medium of
the cult and effigics of the gods. ~The start of the medium’s pro-
cession from the temple is thus deseribed by Letessier (op. cit):
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. The Thung Cen, covered with an untidy red garment was seated, as
is customary, in front of the altar surrounded by lus assistants.  All at
once he took his hands away from his head, and began to throw himself
about in his chair, uttering owl-like cries, “Sen Tal  Sen Tal” exclaim
the spectors. whose eyes are fixed on the Thung Cen and his cortege
af six Towkays clad m their long ceremonial robes.

The inspired fanatic bids them hasten to prostrate themselves hefore
the god, and they do so with an air of pious eagemess. He then receives
a vase filled with a liguid of which he drinks, and which he rubs on his
cheeks both inside and out; then with the spasmodic groans of a dying
man with the death mattle in his throat, hie seizes a spindle of gold or
copper, which is about four or five inches long, broadened out and
artistically wrought at one end, and inserts it obliquely in his right
cheek; then, bounding from his chair, he rushes towards the door,
leaping like a maniac. Outside the pagoda s a sedan<hair, the
seat of which bristles with spikes, and upon this he takes his seat
testing his bare feet upon a small board covered likewise with spikes
of a good size and fairly close together, Tn this position he is carried
during the two or three hours that the procession Lsts.

The incidentals of the procession made a great impression on
European observers. Fach Chinese local community had a pro-
cession of its own on a previous day. All joined forces for the
grand procession of the Enal day:

At intervals were the headmen of the various clans, and men clad m
long silk surtouts of the most beautiful and delicate tints were cheek
by jowl with coolies dressed lightly and anything but cleanly; the mixture
had a most ludicrous effect.  The embroidery on many of the banners
and emblems was artistic specimens of needlework,

There were “tablets with Chinese figures and scenery in relievo™,
a dragon 100 feet long which had cost $1,200, and cars of filigree
work and glass.  “A band of Klings, playing tom-toms and
dancing, accompanied the procession.” There were also some
Japanese.

.In the magnificence of the processions of 1893 and 1902 the
primary function of the rite no doubt persisted, i.e. to assure to
the Chinese the aid and protection of the gods. But it is clear
that the ceremony had also acquired a secondary function, i.e. to
afford an opportunity to individuals and groups of displaying
their wealth.  This is a point to be touched on again later.

There were many Chinese temples in Kuala Lumpur besides
the temple of Sen Ta. Temples were the first buildings on which
the Chinese lavished their new-found wealth. en Kuala
Lumpur was being rebuilt in brick and tile in the mid 1880's, the
tem &es likewise were rebuilt in these new materials. The first
temple of brick and tile was built in 1884. In 1889 the Governor,
on a visit to Kuala Lumpur, mentions a new temple just built at
a cost of $30,000, the whole sum contfibuted by one Chinese.
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The list of socicties exempt from registration under the law
ives some names and addresses — no more — of temples. The
ist for 1894 contains the following:—

Kwan Yim Thong, 2nd Mile Ampang Road

Ni Tin Keng, Birch Road

Lim Thien Tsu Mien, 3rd Mile Pudu Road

Vong Lau Sien Sz Mien, 2nd Mile Sungei Besi Road.

In addition to temples there were also “kongsi houses” in the
comstruction of which the different Chinese groups competed in
munificence. Swettenham, reporting in 1888, mentions that “a
very handsome kongsi house was built by the Cantonese, another
hr t;:;a Hokkiens, and yet another for the Khehs was almost com-
pleted.”

Other communities too built places of worship of their faith.
The Buddhi: Pf ly Cinghalese rather than Chinese, in
September 1890 laid the foundation stone of the first Buddhist
temple in the Malay Peninsula. The leader of this enterprise
was a Mr Gunesekera.

The Europeans likewise built their churches, The first Church
of England church was in Bluff Road. It was a timber structure
which could hold 95 people. The Selangor Government contri-
buted $500 towards the total cost of $1,363. The first church-
wardens were those old rivals, Venning and Baxendale. [t was
apparently not until 1890 that therc was a resident chaplain, In
tlll)at year the Resident and the Bishop of Singapore launched an
appeal for funds with which to pay a stipend of $150 p.m. plus
a house allowance of $30 p.m. This appeal recruited J] regular
subscribers. In 1893 it was decided to build a new and larger
church.  An appeal produced $5,168 and the State Government
added dollar for dollar to this fund up to $5,000. An advertisement
was published inviting architects to submit plans. The new
church was to be built in “Farly English Gothic” style. A new
site was found at the northern end of the Padang. Tt was level-
led, turfed and planted with trees and flowers. Meanwhile the
new church was being built. In Febroary 1895 the new St
Mary’s Church was consecrated. The vicar since 1890 had been
Reverend Trederick Haines, already mentioned as the Inspector
of Schools. Haines was a keen actor and a leading light in
amateur dramatic performances. A Church Work Association
was established in 1893.

The assistance given by the Government to the Anglican
Church indicates that it was regarded in fact if not in form as
the established church.  The English, like other communi-
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ties, found in their worship an opportunity of expressing their
identity as a group. The Sunday moming service at 11 a.m.
was in the mature of a parade. The men came in top hats
and long black coats. The women were in long silk or muslin
dresses, with hats or bonnets, gloves and even veils, It was an
occasion too in which the sense of official hierarchy found ex-
pression.  The Resident was the senior member of the congre-
gation, with a watchful eye to see whether the rank and file of
the bureancracy were all present and correct.  Any junior official
who absented himself for two Sundays running was likely to
receive an official reproof.

The foundation stonce of the first Roman Catholic Church
in Kuala Lumpur was laid by the Bishop of Eucarpia in Decem-
ber 1886.  The Roman Catholic Church and Mission were
situated on the slopes of Bukit Nanas (once the site of a Malay
stockade) .

In 1895 a Mr Baird (denomination unknown) was propos-
ing to erect a “Mission Hall" on or ncar the site of tge first
Church of England church in Bluff Road. Mr Baird also wish-
ed to build a “Chinese gospel house” on Petaling Hill.  The
first Protestant cemetery was in Venning Road. There was also
a Roman Catholic cemetery.

There were at least two Malay mosques. Onc was in Java
Street on the site now occupied by Messrs Gian Singh.  The
other was north west of Malay Street. The first Malay ceme-
tery, which was closed in 1892, was on a tongue of land between
the Klang and Gombak Rivers where the principal mosque of
Kuala Lumpur now stands.

The Chinese Style of Living.

There was a notable change between 1880 and 1890 in the
style of living of the Chinese citizens of Kuala Lumpur.
Passing reference has been made already to their smart carriages
and to the lavish expense of their religious processions and to
their keen compcetition in the building of splendid temples and
kongsi houses,

In 1886 the Resident noted that “some of the wealthier
traders” had begun to build what he called “villa residences” for
themselves on the outskirts of Kuala Lumpur away from the
bustle and smell of the centre of the town. This was a departure
from the tradition of Yap Ah Loy’s generation who ha!] lived
in the middle of Kuala Lumpur. Not all well-to-do Chinese of
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course chose to move away. 1t appears that Yap Kwan Seng, as
Capitan China, continued to live in the High Strect in a house
on the site of the modern Lee Rubber Building, with an official
hall of audience attached to it. But the general tendency was
to move out of the town. The Governor visiting Kuala Lumpur
in 1889, mentions the “excellent and artistic workmanship” ot
two Chinese houses and comments on the Chinese tendency to
build “country houscs, prettily situated in the outskirts of the
town.” This new habit was not, of course, confined to the
Chinese. European business men were doing the same and the
European official residential quarter had always been away from
the centre of the town. So far as can now be traced the new
Chinese suburbs were in the arca of Ampang Road; the new
Furopean houses were along the Damansara Road.

Some idea of the style of living, part new and part tradi-
tional, of the Chinese can be gained from the description of the
lying in state of Towkay Ah Yeok, the State Councillor and
leader of the Cantonese, who died in December, 1892.

A magnificient pall of blue silk richly embroidered in gold covers the
coffin; and at the foot is placed a table on which are laid out varians
kinds of food... ... Upon another table are placed the clothes of the
departed, and 4 basin with water, and a looking glass, in case he should
revisit his former dwelling and wish to perform his tailet,

The air is heavy with the smell of incense and Chinese food, and at
intervals moumncrs clothed in white set up such dismal and heart-rending
wails that onc's merves are affected.

Pomp and Circumstance among the Europeans.

The European ity, being predominantly civil ser-
vants, were as individuals less wealthy than some Chinese and
as a group more inclined to emphasise their status by public cere-
monial rather than by display of wealth. In previous sections
of this paper something has been said incidentally of the
various celebrations occasioned by visits of the Governor or the
Sultan to Kuala Lumpur. There was also a grand occasion in
May 1890, when the King of Siam, accompanied by the Saltan
of Kedah, spent three weeks in Kuala Lumpur. The Chinese
community played a large part in the reception arrangements on
these occasions. The King of Siam and the Sultan of
Kedah were accommodated during their stay at the houses of
the Capitan China and of Towkay Ah Yeok. The Sultan of
Selangor during his visits also stayed in a house placed at his
disposal by one of the leaders of the Chinese community until an
istana was built for him in 1893,
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It appears that of all the Residents of Selangor of this
period W. E. Maxwell (188991) had the most marked
inclination for pomp and circumstance. When Maxwell event-
nally left Kuala Lumpur (on promotion to Colonial Sceretary,
Straits Settlements) he was treated on a portentous send-off. An
archway had been erected in the Residency grounds. As Max-
well's cortege reached this point. Raja Laut and other Malay
leaders in Kuala Lumpur read him an address. When he reached
the Selanger Club the Kuropean community likewise presented
an address. At the Railway Station it was the turn of the
Chinese leaders. Their address was in verse; the following is an
extract:—

So do we, men of Kwangtung and Fukien, remote from our homesteads

Join in spirit in longing for our dear fatherland

Still resting here, united and happy, in the State of Selangor

We feel joy in the land of our adoption, the mother of our trade.

And so on for nine verses. There is no record that any other
Resident was ever sent off in this style.  One suspects that Max-
well was so_treated becanse he individually liked it (though it
was, and still is, a general characteristic of colonial administra-
tors to assert their status in this fashion). But, as regards Max-
well, it is rather significant that the Selangor éoumal went out of
its way fo pay tribute to the “tact, amiable sympathies and
pleasant hospitalities” of Mrs Maxwell. Perhaps she needed
these qualities rather a lot.

Apart from public occasions there was also much formality
in Pluropean social life.  Thus at balls at the Residency the
%)artncr.s for distinguished guests were “officially arranged”. " The
Resident’s lady was “At Home” on two afternoons in the
month. In all this activity official rank was all-important. In
1894 an cmbittered observer remarked that Kuala Lumpur was
“divided into classes which are as distinctly distinguished from
cach other as a first and second class Mandarin.”  Another
writer warned newcomers that officials in Kuala Lumpur had
“a doosid Tot of side”. These distinctions found expression in
the membership of clubs. At this period the Lake Club was
the preserve of senior officials only.  Huttenbach, a business
man who did much for the Selangor Club, remarked that “there
is no club, association or meeting in Selangor but where the
influence of officialdom can be detected.”

The Clubs.

Since the twyo Furopean social clubs have thus been men-
tioned it is appropriate to say something at this point of their
history.  The Selangor Club was founded in 1884 — “a plank
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building with an atap roof” built at the northern end of the
Padang with its stables where St Mary's Church now stands.
It was to be a social and cricket club. 'Rodger, then acting Re-
sident, was the first President, and Venning the first Sccretary.
The members of the new club felt much indebted to Rodger
who had encouraged the formation of it. Rodger was only
acting Resident; his sub ive post was C issi of Lands.
It was therefore provided in tLe constitution of the Selangor
Club_that the Commissioner of Lands should be Vice-President.
exofficio so that Rodger should remain when Swettenham re-
turned as Resident.

In 1885 the Government lent the Selangor Club $900 to
enlarge its buildi ew buildings (on the present-day site)
were erected in 1859 (see pp. 84-85). In the same year Count
Bernstorff became the first salaried secretary of the Club. i
stewardship was unsuccessful; he eventually departed leaving
$1,100 of club funds unaccounted for. It was at this time,
when the Selangor Club was being badly run, that some senior
officials among its members went off and founded the Lake
Club.  But H. Huttenbach succeeded Count Bemnstorff as
secretary and he was able to pull the Selangor Club’s affairs to-
gether. By 1892 its financial position was restored to solvency
and its membership had risen to 140. This was the beginning of
the period when the planting of coffec on estates in Selangor
expanded rapidly.  As a natural consequence the number of
planters among’ the members of the Club increased and its
tradition as a “planters’ club” dates from this period,

“H. H." himself was one of a group of brothers whose name
was to be iated with the develop of electricity supply
in Malaya, ‘This Huttenbach had come out to Sumatra as a
planter in 1876. He came on to Selangor to plant coffee in 1889,
and initially as agent for Katz Bros, of Singapore.

The Lake Club was founded in 1890. As has been related
it was of the nature of a secession from the Selangor Club. One
of the annual reports of the Resident of Selangor says that the
Lake Club was “supported by the principal residents.” Justly or
not, it was certainly regarded as a stronghold of the “Tuan Bésar”

The Selangor Club and the Lake Club were exclusively
European in membership. By 1892 there was also a Chinese
Club, which appears to have been mainly concerned with athletics,
Its site is not recorded. The Chinese Club had its own
small grounds in which an athletic sports mecting was held in
1893 but, it was reported, “the grounds are rather too small and
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only allowed of a circular course of 100 yards.” The president
of the club was Khoo Mah Leck and the vice-president was Vong
Chu Siew (possibly the man who was Yap Ah Loy's political
secretary during the civil war period). In 1895 the Sanitary
Board was discussing a proposal to found an Asian Recreation
Club alongside the Padang.

Sports.

This bricf account of the early clubs will show that clubs and
sports were inseparable. ‘The European community had intro-
duced a variety of sports and games to Kuala Lumpur. ‘The
Selangor Club, as has been said, was founded originally partly as a
cricket club. Cricket has probably been played on the Padang
since 1884, But the preparation of a proper “square” for pitches
and other improvements daté from the acting Residentship of E.
W. Birch in 1892 — he was a keen cricketer (see p. §4).
Genenally cricket was played with due seriousness but in 1893
there is record of a more lighthearted match on the Padang
between a team of ladics and a team of gentlemen. Ta obtain
equality of the sexes the Gentlemen were to bowl and fild with
the left hand only and to bat with broomsticks. ‘The Resident’s
wife opened the Ladies' innings but was soon out for a duck.
The other Ladies did little better.  The match ended in a
victory for the Gentlemen. The reporter offerred “one conclud-
ing word of advice to the ladics; the grand rule of whist, silence,
should also be observed while fielding.”

At this period association football was more generally played
at British public schools than is now the case. Accordingly
“soccer” was the first football code introduced into Sclangor, Up
to 1895 only the Malays had followed the European example in
playing soccer. Here Rodger, the Resident, had helped to make
a start by presenting a silver challenge cup to be competed for by
Malay teams. Naturally enough Malay soccer did not immediately
reach the high standatds of modem times.  The following is
an account of a Malay soccer match on the Padang in’ the

1890's:—

T'he natural pravity and dignity of the Malays is easily noticeable,

No preliminary horseplay or turning of somesaults as amongst English
schaolboys can be seen.  After a lot of falking, which is shared equally
by all the players, the ball is started. 'The game reminds one of the
descriptions one reads of ladies' football matches in England The
lavers make apologetic charges and stand around in picturesque attitudes,

The fullback may be seen stretched at full length smoking a cigarette
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whilst a mildly erce battle is being waged near his opponent’s goal.

Should the ball happen to trickle his way .ﬁc will come to life and spread

himself around gracefully until the tide of conflict has once more rolled

backwards. The costumes worn by the players are very “chic”,
Particulars are not given of the “chic” football kit. But
elsewhere an account is given of Malay costume at Hari Raya
which makes it plain that at this time therc was a general ten-
dency among kfll)e Malays to adopt European dress. Malays
at Hari Raya were said to wear stiff shirt collass, polished black
shoes, trousers tucked inside their socks. The general effect
was embellished by “gorgeously embroided smoking caps” and
“blue-tinted goggles.”

Rugby football was introduced to Selangor in 1894. [n May
of that year there was “a match under Rugby rules, between a
team of Planters, captained by Ti. V. Carey, and ‘The World',
captained by W. D. Scott.”” Many of the players who took part
in this match had never played rugger before.  The Selangor
Journal published a summary of the rules of the game for the
information of those who wished to take it up.

Horse-racing came to Selangor (from the Straits Settlements)
a little before the arrival of rugger. In February 1890 a Gymkhana
Club was formed. It included some Chinese members and Tow-
kay Ah Yeok was a member of the first committee of the club.
Towkay Loke Yew appears among the lists of owners. The Gym-
khana Club asked the Selangor %’:ovemmcnl for a five-year lease
of land (in the Circular Road area) for a course. The
Government granted the lease and also a subsidy of $2,000 to be
added to the $1,500 contributed by members towards the cost of
laying out the course. 'The first race meeting was held at Chinese
New Year in February 1891 on the occasion of a visit of the
Governor,

There were one or two mectings a year thereafter. In 1892
a new brick grandstand was built to seat 250 people, But Kuala
Lumpur race meetings failed to attract entries from outside Se-
langor. This fact was attributed to a clausc in the lease of 1890
which prohibited the Gymkhana Club from allowing professional
jockeys to ride at its meetings. In 1895 the lease expired and
a re-organisation was undertaken. In September of that year the
Gymkhana Club was wound up and reformed as the Selangor
Turf Club. Negotiations were begun with the Selangor Govern-
ment for a lease of a new course without any testriction on the
admission of professional jockeys.

Much of the fun of race meetings as always lay in backing
your fancy. This presented some nice problems to a late Vie-
torian community which had no bookmakers among its numbers
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and which did not feel quite casy about its women betting
(smoking, riding bicycles etc). The Chartered Bank solved the
first of these problems by making a practice of closing on race
days and bringing its cashiers out to tEu course to constitute the
“Old Firm”. One of the stewards was deputed to collect the
ladies’ bets and place them; thus the propricties were saved.
‘There was something in the nature of a dress parade after the
last race in the enclosure,

Golf reached Kuala Lumpur at about the same time as
mcin%, namely about 189%0. The Glassford brothers are said to
Thave been the moving spirits in laying out the first course. This
was in 1893 when a Golf Club was formed. The course was on
Petaling Hill (more or less on the site now occupied by the
Victoria Institution), and the first “pavilion” was at the foot
of the hill. The pavilion was moved in 1895 to make way for
an incinerator but the course remained.

The 8-hole course at Petaling Hill was too remote for the
ladies who lived around the Lake Gardens. A 5-hole course was
Jaid out in the Lake Gardens about 1895. Feminine iufluence
too may have instituted the putting matches by moonlight.

There were several other sporting clubs.  In December,
1891, Syers initiated the formation of a “Rific Association”.
which had a long and successful career. In the carly 1890's he
also kept “a wild and for the most part hairless pack of dogs”,
with which he hunted pig and deer (both Rusa and Kijang).
Early in 1895, while he was on leave, W. A, Leach, who also
kept a small pack, established a “Hunt Club”, of which Syers
and Dr Travers (an enthusiastic sportsman in several fields, and
and a good shot) subsequently became the most enthusiastic
members. The Club met on 52 occasions in 1895, with a total
bag of 44 head of game, 19 being deer and 25 pig.  When
H.M.S. Mercury visited Klang inﬁ]]m‘le of that vear, a meet was
arranged for the benefit of any officers who might be interested.

...... the notice said “Corner of Maxwell Road, 6 am.”  Sharp
at that hour a strong party mustered with guns and were soon posted
by the Master, who proceeded to draw the jungle near Mr Paxon's

rden for pig — unfortunately they were not at home. A move was
ﬁ:cn made towards the Selangor Coffee Estate. .. ... and here the dogs
put out two kijang which were bowled over in grand style, nght and
left, by Mr W. D. Scott, the shootist being pardonably proud of his
excellent marksmanship.  No time was lost in getting the degs to work
again, and very soon they were in full cry after pig, one attempted to
cross the Railway but was brought down by a clinking shot from Mr
Youel, R.N., another was fired af and missed. There was any quantity
of pig on , but owing to the very dry weather the dogs had t
i C\Elty in following up their game, An unfortunate accid:nt hap
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peved to one of the best dogs, his foot being terribly bitten by an

enormous. jguana; this brute was shot by the dogboy and measured

over five feet. By 11 am. our visitors were abont tired of the sun,

and a move was made to the “Spotted Dog’" for refreshments. . ... .
Four days later two members of the Club, out for clephants,
without “the dogs, came on a herd of four at Batu Tiga, of
which they collected one. The same day others of the ﬁmr
working the pack, shot two pig and wounded a Rusa on the
outskirts of Kuala Lumpur. ~ The vicinity of the town was
clearly very much richer in game at this period than any remotely
accesible area of Selangor is at the present time, Dr Travers is
said to have shot a tiger in Young Road in the centre of Kuala
Lumpur.

We have mentioned the Chinese Athletic Club and the
proposal for a cinder track round the Padang. The first bicycle
m Kuala Lumpur is said to have been a “penny farthing” owned
by the eldest son of Yap Ah Loy — but he left it to his servant
to experiment with riding it. In March, 1984, a party of Kuala
Lumpur cyclists made an expedition to Malacca and  back over
the Chinese New Year',  Road communications between Kuala
Lumpur and Malacca had not been long-established at that time,

One of the major sporting events of 1894 was a visit to Kuala
Lumpur of Mr Hancock, who described himself as a “champion
walkist”.  He offered to race over a distance of four miles round
the Padang against any cight walkers whom Kuala Lumpnr could
put up to compete as a relay team, each man doing half a
mile. Kuala Lumpur accepted the challenge and put
up a team of six Sikhs and two Europeans.  Hancock however
beat them all. He claimed to be able to walk a distance of eight
miles in seventeen seconds under one hour.

In 1894 a proposal was made to form a Volunteer Corps,
and Captain Lyons, second-in-command of the Police, offerred
to take command of it. It is not recorded whether this proposal

13. Sec Sclangor Journal, 2, 1894, pp. 219224 ‘The journey look fwo
days, the actual cycling time being just uoder cleven howrs. ‘The first
overland mail service between Kuala Lumpur and Seremban was establish-
ed four months later (sce p, 100, above; cf. also Rathbome’s account of
his journey from Sunpei Ujong to K. L. in 1883, pp. 15160, below).
The achicvement of the men of Chinese Neiw Year, 1894, was eclipsed
cighteen months later. I September, 1895, 3 purty cycled fram Malacea
up to Province Wellesley, cxi)cchng to be reduced to sixty miles of
eﬂ-phnnt track in northern Selangor, and agreeably surprised to find it
replaced by “a_ passable if undilating road” (Singapore Free DPress,
8 October, 18‘75;}. Then at the end of November the Rev. A T
Sharp, Asst Chaplain of St Andrew's Cathedml, Singapore, cycled from
Tanjong Kling (Malacea) to Kuala Lumpur, accompanied by “Mrs

rp riding a tricycle”. The lady regarded her ride as a little matter,
but the Asst Chaplain unfortunately contracted a chill on the trip and on
his ammival was laid up with dysentery (Selangor Journal, 4, 1895, p. 108).
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was adopted or not. In September 1893 Venning succecded in
forming a Selangor Agri-horticultural Show Committee, and the
first show was held in June 1894. A Masonic Lodge was estab-
lished in October, 1889, in temporary premises in Clarke Street.
In 1893 the foundation stone was laid of a new Masonic Lodge
in Damansara Road, which was occupied in 1894.

Entertainments.

There were many forms of recreation and amusement. As
has been related, Y)'.llp Ah Loy entertained Governor Weld
to a theatrical performance as early as 1880'%.  In 1888 a new
Chinese theatre was built in Kuala Lumpur in permanent materials
with dation for 3,000 sy The infl ce of the
Chinese theatre miay be judged from the fact that in 1881 when it
was proposed to build a theatre at Taiping in Perak, the mine
headmen opposed the scheme saying that “the coolies may desert
their work to attend the theatre.”

There was at least one theatre in Java Street (Mountbatten
Road) until 1892 for it is known that in that year Tambusamy
Pillai bought it for conversion into dwelling houses.  “Drury
Lanc”, off Petaling Street, was so named because it ran alongside
a Chinese theatre in Pefaling Street. There was also a theatre
on the site now occupied by the Rex Cinema. It appears that
at one of these theatres at least the actors were a resident com-
pany who played throughout the year in a repertoire of Can-
tonese Wayang.

The European theatre was entirely an occasional amateur
affair — owing much to Padre Haines.” On the occasion of the
visit of the Governor in February, 1891, there was a concert and
“A New and Original Comedietta” entitled “A Crown Colony”
given by the Selangor Amatenrs at the Government Offices (which
apparently had the only hall of any size). For this performance
reserved seats cost $2 each and unreserved scats $1.

In the European community music rather than drama was
the main artistic recreation. The .Police band, whose musicians
were Philippinos, gave concerts on the Padang (where there was
a bandstand) twice a week. They also played in the Lake Gar-
dens and at the Lake Club once a weck each. The programmes
and other arrangements were supervised by a “Band Committec”
consisting of three European lacEcs, Syers and Baxendale.

14. Sce also pp. 148151, below.



Kuala Lumpur, 188095 119

There were also European musical concerts. The reporting
of these occasions evoked the usual careful praise required of a
reporter who must go on mixing socially in a small community
with the performers.

Mrs, Haines delighted all who lieard her with her rendering of “A
Summer Night”. r Dunman’s sweet tenor was heard to advantage in
“How shall T woo her?" and later on in “Sally in our Alley”, which good
old song met with an enthusiastic reception. ... ..

And so on.  But convention permitted a few restrained digs,
more especially at the gentlemen.

Messts Alexander and Dougal sang “The Larboard Watch” — they
fimished together.

and

The accompaniment to both songs and dances was not altogether happy;
however much at home with his instrument the pianist may have been,
he was cettainly not in touch with the performers.

It was, of course, an accepted social convention of the timz that
cveryone would sing or play something if invited to do so.
Thus the Selangor Club held periodic smoking concerts at which
there were no set programmes; members got up and performed
as inclination and popular demand prompted them.

St Andrew's Night was first celebrated by a dinner in 1894
The Chinese staff were somewhat perplexed.  One of them
committed the enormity of cutting up the haggis for sandwiches.

There were also more serious recreations.  In addition to
Baxendale's Scientific Society there was a rather unsatisfactory
lending library housed in the Government Offices. A museum
was established in the late 1880's, beginning in 1887 with a
collection of natural history specimens kept at the house of J. I,
Klyne, who had served for some time in the department of Public
Works, first as Deputy Superintendent, under Daly, and later as
surveyor, under Bellamy. In Junc, 1886, the exhibits were moved
to a building in Batu Road, and placed in charge of a Mr
Samuels, a trained taxidermist sent up from the Raffies Museum,
Singapore. Shortly afterwards the collections were taken to
the Government Offices for a few months, and finally they were
transferred to Sutan Puasa’s former istana on Bukit Nanas. In
1893 there was talk of asking government for “a suitable structure,
[to be] erected on the Plin™ to house the museum and library,
together with a hall for public lectures. W. W. Skeat suggested
the inclusion in the scheme of “somic carefully considered system
of technical education,” but in the end nothing came of the
idea, and the museum remained at Bukit Nanas until 1906. In
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that year was moved to a new building, “of the Flemish order.”
specially constructed for it near the Damansara Road entrance to
the Botanic Gardens. Here, we may add, it remained and
flourished until the building was destroyed by an American bomb
in 1945, H. C. Syers was prominent among the erlier donors
to collections, and by 1895 they apparently included a fairly ex-
tensive range of birds and mammals and some good ethnographic
watenal obtained by Skeat. At that period abont 1400 people
were visiting the Museum each month. The first traine | cira-
tor was H. C. Robinson, formerly of the Liverpool Museum: he
was not appointed until 1902, although the Committee began
asking for a Curator as carly as 1893.

Kuala Lumpur had no newspaper until the appearance of the
Malay Mail in 1896, But in 1892 the Selangor Journal, pub-
lished fortnightly, began to appear. It was a kind of magazine
including historical articles as well as notes on carrent topics of
Kuala Lumpur’s social life. I W. Birch, when acting Resident,
was responsible for the foundation of the Selangor Journal. The
managing cditor was John Russell, Superintendent of the Govern-
ment Printing Department. It is a most valuable source of material
on all the subjects on which it touches. It is only from the Selangor
Journal (much quoted already in this paper) that one can sce
the “small things of life”, at all events of European life, in Kuala
Lumpur in the mid 1890's. It is difficult to think oncself back

15, The first issue of the Malay Mail was piblished on 14 December, 1896,
2 ned out on a hand press in a_shap-
¢ now occupiad by the General Post
i M. Robson, the founder and first editor, besan his
career in the cast as an assistant planter in Ceylon, He reached Kuala
Lumpur in 1889, and for seven years worked in the Selangor Govern.
ment Service, starting as a clerk and drftsman in the Ralway Dept,
and rising by way of acting District Officer Uly Langat, and later Klang,
to the position of acting Collector of Land Revenue and Registrar of
Titles at Kuala Lumpur, The cpital for the establishment of the
Malay Mail was provided by loans from Loke Yew and W. W, Skeat
Skeat, who was then I t Officer at Kuala Langat, was sppavently
firmly determined not to dvantage of his position as a government
officer, and is said to have been “so conscientions that he never supplied an
item of news or oftered an opinion,”  There was talk in Kuala Lumpur
in February, 1897, of preparations heing made for another paper, (o
be called the Maliy Observer, but nothing materialised, and aft.r the
Selangor Journal had ceased publication later that year the Malay Mail
was left without Tocal competitors.  From 1902 Robson emploved an
cditor, and himself occupicd the position of Manager (the style changing
to General Manager and Managing Director, as the paper grew), He
wmarried, late in life, the widow of H. C, Syers, some lwenty vears after
the latter’s death,  Tn 1926 Robson decided to retire, hut after a few
months in Europe he reunied to Kuala Lumpur: he died in the Sime
Road Internment Camp, at Singapore, early in 1945,
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BOON EAN & CO,
CONMISSION AGENTS, GENERAL STOREKEEPERS AND CONTRAGTORS,
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and Yellow Oburtreuse, Be enedictine (D. 0. M), (‘hnl.]w Cherry Brandy and Covagon.
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2 A PENANG AERATED WATERS.
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TAN CHENG WHATT, Mg

CHOW KIT & Co.,
PRELDL, ~“H.‘11'}.r.‘.“s\ D(((]“\.lz\llll]\'\;gl)\ AGENTS,
IM\I- ALY, \\; IN STOCK
EUROPEAN GOODS, TINNED_ PROVISIONS, WINES, SPIRITS, BIC.
Frcts e &
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27

HORSE FooD, GRAM. OATSs, PADI, ETC., ETC.
Buaxcys Finy : CHEONG LEE & Co,, 14, Hokien Street, Kuula Lumpur.

ORDERS AND COMPLAINTS PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO!
LOW CHEXG KOON, Managiny Portuer.

The leading general storekeepers in 1895: advertisements from the
Selangor Journal, 4, (51, 15 November, 1895
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CHONG LEE & Co,

Kuala Lumpur.
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given entire satisfaction while catering for
the Gosernor, Sir Cecil C. Smith, during
his late visit to Penang Hill  Your Acruted
Waters have been invariably of escellent
\nnhh, and T am further to inform you
ml us mluu:md you lmm the permission

St

1°C. Swith, ac¥a. to
b Soue. Mdnafactory ‘43 being. dader
is putronage

(86) M. L TALBOT, Carr,
ADC 1o B SiK Crert, G, ST, e 8.

Hiap Quanters Hovsk.
Siogapore, b Anpwat. 158,
1 am well satisfied with the Soda Water
supplicd melyy A. Movxerer from bis Factory
uring wy atay in Penang and consider it of
very good quality
(50) CHARLES WARREN.

A Moungyec's Pk Actted, Waters, Mayfune, 1894 an advectiement
from the Selangor ournal, 2,




Kuala Lumpur, 1880-95 123

to the differences of daily routine between their lives and ours.
In a world which had no wircless time signals, how did they keep
their clocks right? The answer is that everyone, including the
Railway, took their time from the signal gun. The headquarters
of the Selangor Government, of its Police and of several other
departments %\csidc were in Bluff Road (where the present Police
headquarters stands) until the Secretariat building was completed
in 1896. At the Police “Fort” in Bluff Road a gun was fired at
5 am., midday and 9 pam. (curfew). There are complaints in
the Selangor Journal tllmf the gun made carriage ponies bolt.
When the Sccretariat was built it was feared that the concussion
of the signal gun would be too much for the clock tower and
thereafter the gun was fired only at midday.

Where did they go for their local leave? This was a matter
of some importance in those days when an expatriate official was
required to serve a_tour of six years at a time. ‘They sometimes
went to Malacca, Singapore or Penang, or even as far aficld as
Hongkong in the winter season. The local leave station was
Bukit Kutu (Treacher's Hill) ncar Kuala Kubu reached after a
seven mile ascent. The preparations for a climb to Bukit Kutu
were formidable. A lady describes how her party set off with two
sheep driven up on the hoof, crates of live ducks and fowls, much
tinned food, personal baggage — in all loads for 20 coolies and in
addition carrying chairs on poles for those who could not complete
the climb unaided.  For picnics there were the Batu Caves*® which
they explored by the dim light of candles; the open water of the
reservoir; and the Hot Springs at Dusun Tua.

The shops of Kuala Lumpur in those days were rather limit
ed in their stock-in-trade.  But there was the Chow Kit emporium
(later housed in the building which still stands as No 1 Clarke
Street) and Archie Harper's general store. It was no pleasure to
go walking in the strects of Kuala Lumpur, paved with dusty

16. Batu Caves were “discovered” by Wm 'I'. Hornaday (semor taxidermist
at the US. National Museun) and I1. C. Syers (Superintend nt
Selangor Police) at the end of June, 1878, while hunting in the vicinity
“Discovered” requires a little qualification, as the two men were actually
shown the caves, in response to queries, by a group of aborigines who
were apparently living on the bats roosting in them, A few weeks
after nis first visit, Syers made a second trip to the caves, accompanicd
by a small party including Bloomfield Douglas and D.D. Daly.  Daly
wrote a short, rather trival account of he sceond visit (See Journ. Straits
Br. Roval Asiatic Soc., 3, 1879), on the strength of which he has been
regarded as the first Enropean to explore the caves, but it is clear from
Hornaday’s hook (“Two Years in the Jungle, London, 1885; see chap
27) that he and Syers went into several of them, and Hornaday's account
is a little fuller than Daly's. Hommaday's description is reprinted here in
Appendix BZ, below, sce pp. 140:47
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gravel and lit after dark only by flickering kerosine lamps. Con-
vention obliged the European women to wear an amount of clothes
which would kill their grand-daughters now — skirts trailing to
the ground, gloves, veils.  The men in close-buttoned coats up
to the neck (the “tutup” jacket) and pith helmets can hardly
have been comfortable either.

What did they talk about? Some of the small talk has a
still familiar ring, even if the details belong to a past era. At the
Lake Club,

The Jadies, sitting in a ring in the verandal were wont to discuss the
wellwom subjects of the price of ducks and the delinquencies of the
B’ i Such fragments of conversation as “Oh, 1 always iusist

ping with tea leaves”, or “I am giving her cqual quantities
of Mellin's Food and barley wate

We hear of amahs refusing to take the baby out unless provided
with a boy to push the perambulator. We hear of what they
wore at the party —

Miss: Salzmann wore a simple, girlish toilette of white striped gauze.

whereas the matrons were resplendent in brocaded satin, blue
chiffon and cau de nil velvet,

Tt was 2 busy world — a visitor remarked “Tt struck me that
Kuala Lumpur was always at high pressure.” Tt was a world in
which electric light, typewriters and the other apparatus of the
twentieth century were just on the horizon.  Kuala Lumpur's most
uproarious foretaste of the wonders of the modern age was the
visit in 1894 of Professor Lawrence — “Practical Asronant and
Aerial Engineer”,  The Professor announced his intention of
making an ascent in a balloon inflated with hot air from a fire
laced with paraffin. But on the great day the subscriptions re-
ceived were insufficient and the mortified aviator declined to go
up. Then a Chinese sp g the necessary mini
sum. Here let us hand over to the editor of the Selangor
Journal —

Everything being declared in readiness, the “Practical Aeronaut and Acrial
Engineer" again addressed the throng, informing them that, although
enough money had not been subscribed to cover expenses (to say nothing
of the damage to the Club grounds; a point, however, which he did nat
mention ), he was about to risk his lite, and that he hoped that if he
was successful something handsome would be done for him. e then
moved off to the parachute, while a local sportsman dashed through the
crowd with a bottle of beer wherewith to refresh him, took leave of his
colleague, bade farewell to his wifc, ordered the stays to be cast loose,
and, amidst enthusiastic clapping and checring, the balloon slowly soared
aloft to a height of 20 feet.
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Conclusion.

‘The choice of 1895 as the closing date for the period of
Kuala Lumpur’s history covered by this paper is to some extent
arbitrary. ‘The choiccnfxas been dictated partly by the fact that in
1895 the town became the capital of the newly founded Federated
Malay States. This change increased the status of Kuala Lumpur
and gave it a much more claborate apparatus of government.
In a more gencral sense the approximate mid-point of the decade
of the 1890's marks the end of an era and the beginning of a new
one. By 1895 the rapid administrative and economic changes of
the 1880°s had been consolidated. Planting (of coffec) had begun
in Sclangor and the way was thus prepared for the coming boom
in rubber. Chinese tin-mining had reached a high point of
development though it was soon to be overshadowed by the second
and more successful Buropean invasion of the industry.

The main theme of this paper has been the process of change.

It has told how human nceds arose and how they were met. To

the writer at least the main interest of the subject lies in the

interaction of the changing social needs of the Kuala Lumpur

ity and the composition and structure of its leadership.

‘This leadership was both the means of making changes and also
the necessary response to earlier changes.

In 1880 Kuala Lumpur still bore the impress of the needs of
the past generation. These needs were for defence against attack
and for economic resources with which to carry on tin-mining, the
sole raison d'étre of Kuala Lumpur at that time. The leadership
therefore was provided by men who were of proven capacity in war
and in the promotion of mining. Comparatively few of them
were sufficiently versatile to excell in both fields. There were
the fighting men who acted as body-guards to the headmen and
who led the levies in the field. ~Middlebrook's biography of
Yap Ah Loy (JMBRAS, 1951, 24, (2) ) contains many references
to panglima such as Chung Piang and Hiu Fatt who did the fight-
ing. These men were specialists and there was some difficulty
in fitting them into the circumstances of a peacetime economy.
This fact is illustrated by material in the present writer's biography
of Captain Speedy of Larut, Speedy had considerable trouble
with the panglima of the two sides in the Larut civil war when
the war was over. They wanted to be absorbed as leaders in
the financial nexus of tin-mining but for various reasons
they were not really suitable for this function (JMBRAS, 1953.
26, (3): 41). On the other hand the financiers equally were
specialists and did not lead the armies which they paid for. Yap
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Al Shak is a ﬁnod mple of this type. Al Shak was content
to get on with his tin-mining and to leave the political and
military dircction of affairs to someone else.

A third and rather unusual type of leadership begins to appear
in Yap Ah Loy's sccretary, Voon Siew. Voon Siew helped Ah
Loy in the diplomatic and administrative work which incvitably
arose from Ah Loy's position as the governor of a territory and a
member of a coalition.  Voon Siew, although a trusted adviser,
was clearly not an equal in status and influence to Ah Shak nor,
in all probablity, to the panglim But here, in the form of
one man, is the beginning of a civil service, It is interesting to
speculate whether, if the Chinese of Kuala Lumpur had been
left to their own devices after 1880, the embryo civil service
would have increased in numbers and risen in status. But, granted
the values and needs of the Chinese miners, it seems unlikely
that this trend would have done more than provide the mining
financiers with a slightly larger secretarial staff.

The leaders of Yap Ah Loy’s period worked through the
institutional structure of the Chinese sceret societies.  Something
has been said of the multi-purpose functions of these socicties
in the mining communities of the period. Tt need not be re-
peated here. Law and order, defence, economic development,
the provision of supplics, taxation and such labour welfare as there
was — all these things were administered through the socicties.

In the period between 1880 and 1895 the nature of the
leadership changes. 1f Kuala Lumpur was to grow beyond the
limits of its size and wealth in the 1870s it had to have more
elaborate public services than Yap Ah Loy’s system could have
provided (at any rat¢ in the short run). hese new services
could not be staffed by Asians and thus an alien bureaucracy was
introduced. The question can be raised whether Yap Ah Loy
and his Chinese would ot rather have been left alone to work
out their own salvation or whether a more determined cffort
should not have been made at the start to build up public ser-
vices staffed by Asians. But these are matters to be explained in
terms of British colonial policy at that time, a factor external to
the Kuala Lumpur sitnation.

The immediate and obvious results of the British regime have
been described.  In some ways the more interesting results were
its secondary consequences, The tradition of civic initiative
in fields outside the role in which one earns one's living
was neither entirely a British importation nor entirely an existing
Chinese phenomenon.  Yap Ah Loy had done as much as he
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felt was necessary for the general welfare because as the leader
of the community he had to retain all the initiative in his hands.
The British also brought their own tradition of public philanth-
topy.  Out of this blending of two elements grew a new type of
Asian leadership.  ‘This was the “public figure”, the inevitable
member of committees. The most striking example of this role
was Yap Kwan Seng, third member of the Yap clan to become
Capitan China of Knala Lumpur (and incidentally the last of any
family to hold the office). = He was a member of the State
Council and of the Sanitary Board, member or more usually
chairman of ¢very committee dealing with the affairs of the Chi-
nese community, a High Court assessor and also a magistrate and
adviser to the Government on every Chinese question. Why did
he attain to this role and what function did he perform in it?
Like his predecessors he had wealth and the prestige of the Yap
clan. But he did not need, and apparently did not possess. the
outstanding ability and dominating personality of Yap Ah Loy
(the short tenure of office of Yap Al Shak, from 1885-89, was a
transitional period). If he had lived in Yap Ah Loy’s generation,
he could never have filled the role of Capitan China for long.
Herein lies the essential point, In the new situation of the 1890's
the function of Chinese leadership had changed. xcept in the
economic field (a very important cxception% it was no longer
necessary to organise, lead, decide as Ah Loy had done in every
field of activity. Yap Kwan Seng, and others like him, existed
to interpret the two dissimilar clements in the new composite
leadership of the ity. On the i ble boards and
committees on which he served Yap Kwan Seng interpreted the
Chinese point of view to the British administrators and, in so
far as he had absorbed the British viewpoint — as over vaccina-
tion — he interpreted that point of view to his own community.
In a “colonial situation”, at any rate in its early stages, this role
of bridge or interpreter is most necessary in order to preserve tol-
crable harmony. It is a role which was not confined to Asians.
In the problem of Anglo-Malay adjustment, which lies largely
ontside this paper, British administrators such as Hugh Low in
Perak and Swettenham succeeded because, to all appearances, they
achicved a fair understanding of the Malay point of view, and
could take this factor into account in framing their policy. The
most striking illustration of this proposition was Hugh Low’s
flat refusal, although it was likely to cost him his job, to abolish
“debt-slavery” in Perak until he had obtained the general accept-
ance of the Malay aristocracy to such a change.

To the modern observer there is one element missing from
the set-up of 1890 which plays a large part in our own times,
The men of words, the lawyers and the journalists, had not
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penetrated to Kuala Lumpur. Lawyers were mnot allowed
to practise before the Courts until 1895. There was no news-
paper until 1896, In the context of this discussion the absence
of lawyers is significant only in that lawyers tend to play a consi-
derable part in political affairs. In common with journalists
they are specialists in formulating and expressing a point of view.
In their absence the importance of men Ekc Yap Kwan Seng was
all the greater.

Another change in the nature of leadership in Kuala Lum
pur after 1880 was its dispersion. In the days when Yap Ah Loy
was in control, Kuala Lumpur had been Yap Ah Loy's Kuala
Lumpur, This is not to argue that Yap Ah Loy worked alone
and unaided. But he was at the centre of every aspect of social
affairs. In economics, politics, administration Yap Ah Loy took
all the important decisions. There were men to help him.” But
so much depended on his personal contribution.  Swettenham
considered that it was Yap Ah Loy's personal determination
which prevented the Chinese from abandoning the mines around
Kuala Lumpur in 1875. 1f this had happened, the capital of
Selangor would now be somewhere else and the capital of the
Federation might not be in Seclangor at all. At that stage so
much could turn on the resolution of one invidual.

After 1880 not even Swettenham ever attained to the per-
sonal pre-cminence of Yap Ah Loy. It is interesting to speculate
what would have happened if Swettenham had not become Resi-
dent of Selangor m 1882, It was by no means certain
that he would obtain the post. He was at the time only

2 years old and he was the most junior of the various candidates
cligible for it.  For this reason, and because he was con-
i essive” (1.e. likely to take bold decisions on his own
y), the Colonial Office did not want him to have the
post — but were eventually persuaded by Weld.  Swettenham's
decisive contribution was the plan to build the railway. Here
there was a_personal element; Swettenham knew enough of sur-
veying to offer this subject at his civil servico examination in 1869.
It is tempting to suppose that this knowledge of the elements
of surveying enabled him to see that a milway could be built from
Klang to Kuala Lumpur over terrain which offerred no serious
obstacle. Another man might have missed this fact; as we have
seen, Maxwell failed to see how serious an obstacle the main range
presents to a plan for a railway into Pahang. But, apart from
this very questionable hypothesis about Swettenham’s surveying
and the railway, it is dificult to see what Swettenham did which
a colleague of rather less ability might not have achieved less
surely and more slowly. This is not to depreciate Swettenham's
brilliant gifts, but to record that his contribution was the exer-
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cise (admittedly with exceptional skill) of certain administrative
techniques which were the common possession of the civil ser-
vice to which he belonged. 'We have passed from the leadership
of Yap Ah Loy, founded on the exercise of inborn ability of
an exceptional kind, to the leadership of Swettenham, founded on
the exercise of an acquired technique (even though it happened
in_this case to be supplemented by exceptional ability). Leader-
ship, in;]]w administrative ficld, had become a matter of profes-
sional skill.
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Moreover, as has been said, Swettenham never held all
the reins in his hands alone. He led and dominated a team.
But his assistants — Syers, Rodger, Venning and the others —
enjoyed a greater degree of indilpcndent authority than the coad-
jutors of Yap Ah Loy. This dispersal of the power of decision
was an inevitable consequence n} the fact that leadership had
become a matter, in the field of government at least, of pro-
fessional skill. No one man could have mastered all the tech-
niques used even in the elementary British administration of the
1880's. By contrast, Yap Ah Loy had filled almost all the lesser
leadership roles in his ity — he had in his earlier years
been a fighting man, a trader, a miner and much else besides.

The British largely imposed their institutions of government.
The departments were organised on the lines with which they
had been familiar elsewhere. As a matter of organisation this
fact was scarely of significance to the Chinese who played little
patt in it. More interesting is the manner in which tfle principle
of drawing together British and Asian viewpoints found expression
in the many committees and boards set up under the new regime.
The local notables were thus instructed in the technique of carry-
in, Itations in that way ( Itation itself was of course
no novelty). The next stage is the transplanting of the com-
mittee method into purely Chinese organisations. Thus (see pp.
57-8) the Immigration Depot, itself a European innovation, was
managed by a purely Chinese committee.

These changes were not of course all in one direction.
Although it was little acknowledged, the British adapted their
administrative methods to absorb some existing arrangements,
The best known example of this process was the usc of the
Captain China as a means of restoring order on the mines (see
. 80).

Apart from the general question of leadership with which
this section of the paper is most concermned there were many
other fields in which there were interesting changes as a result
of the contact of two communities. Something has been said
of the spread of Furopean sports, clubs, carriages, houses etc to
the Asian, especially the Chinese, communities. Here again the
changes were not all on one side. It is too often forgotten in
these situations that the European community is able to live a
life quite unlike its normal existence in its native country. The
pomp and circumstance, and the snobbery of the European com-
munity can be viewed as a reaction (rather than a cultural bor-
rowing) to their privileged position in the leadership of the com-
munity among which they worked and lived.
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At all cvents here is the story of how men of diverse races,
brought together by the accidents of a historical situation, tackled
their problems and by their achievement laid the foundations of
the modern Kuala Lumpur.  On balance the present-day citizen
of the town has reason to be grateful to them for the material
things, and also for the embryonic civic tradition, which they
have bequeathed to him.

Sources

In the introductory sections of this paper much use has been made of
Middlebrook's biography of Yap Ah Loy (JMBRAS, 24, (2) 1951). The
material used in the central section of the paper comes almost entirely
from the records of the Government of Selangor, especially from the
reports of the Resident and the various heads of departments (which
from 1890 onwards are conveniently available in printed form in the
Selangor Gazette). Owing to lack of time the writer has not been able
to use this source as fully as he would have wished. The Selangor
secords, preserved from their start in 1875, are a mine of information,
In the final sections on life and recreation the main source is the
Selangor Journal from 1892 to 1896.  Use has also been made of
modern_reminiscences published by Mrs Stratton Brown in the Malay
Mail “50 Years of Progress” supplement of July 1954 and by Mr Ng
Seo Buck in the Malayan Historical Journal (1, (1): May, 1954). To
these authors and to the (generally anonymous) contributors to the
Selangor Journal the present writer makes most grateful acknowledge-
ment.



Appendix A

The Controversy about Chinese Secret Societies in Selangor

_ In 1884 a difference of opinion developed between Powell, who was
acting Protector of Chinese in Singapore i the absence of Pickering,
and Rodger, then acting Resident of Selangor, backed by Syers, Super-
intendent of Police in Selangor. Powell in the course of a minute
referred to the existence of Chinese secret societies in Selangor.  Rodger
and Syers denied that there were any such socicties.

These papers are by 1io means unknown (see note 54 to Yap Al Loy
by S.M. Middlebrook in JMBRAS, 24, (2), and p.116 of Dr. Purcell’s
“The Chinese in Malaya”). But they are of some interest and, so far
as the writer knows, have not previously been published in full. The
following text is taken from Sihngor Secretariat file Sel Sec. K. L.
1335/54 and comprises (1) a minute by Powell, (2) the memorandum
by Chong Bun Sin, (3) a report by Syers, and (4) an extract from a
letter from Rodger to the Colonial Sceretary.

(1) A minute by the acting Protector of Chinese, Straits Settlements
Ton'ble Colonial Seeretary.,

L When writing the paragraph whicl has called for animadversion what
was chiefly in my mind, was a Chinese document sent down by the Resident
of Sungei Ujong in Avgust last (v. 7765:83): Mr Paul wrote to say that he
suspected a “Secret” Society was being formed there at that time and asked
for a trauslation of the document to see whether it could throw any light on
the subject. The document was the appointment by the “Sungai Ujong Gi
Hin™ Society of a headman in 1877,

2

2. With regard to Perak and Selangor T am not, T regret to say, able to
speak from personal experience. 1 have always understood from Chinese that
Socicties wete existent there as in other places and the statement scened to
me worthy of belief.

. On receipt of the above minute accompanied by Mr Rodger's strong

disclaimers as regards Selangor — Mr Swettenham and Captain Schultz) arc,
I observe, more guarded — T sent for Chong Bun Sin, the Second Int ter
in the Supreme Court, whom T knew had an intimate knowledge of all the
States and asked him whether he could give me any information as regards
Sacicties there — He immediately confirmed my opinion and offered to give
me a list of the Societies as well as the names of such headmen as he knew.
This list I enclose with a translation,
4. Bun Sin T may state is a Malacca-born Chinese of Kheh descent with
considerable natural ability, and he has had special opportunitics of obtaining
a kunowledge on the subject having been employed in the Government service
in all three States.

In Perak he was much used and appreciated by Sir Hugh Low in con-
nection with the Chinese, and had to do much travelling and jungle work: in
consequence of that he got disgusted and preferred to fake an appointment in
Singapore on less salary, His statement is 1 believe worthy of credence,

1 Swettenham was at thin time acting ms Resident of Perak in place of
Hugh Low who was absent on loave. Cnptain Sehults was Protector of
Chinese In Perak.
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. The result of enquirics would show that the following socicties at least
are represented in Perak
Hai-San
Gi-Hin

(These are not distinct Societies but part and parcel of the Penang sovictics
of the same name, under recognised headmen in Perak).
Selangor
Gi-Hin
Hai-San
Song-Pak-Kun (a branch of the Gi-Hin)
(The first two are Malacca Socictics and the third a Singapore one. The

Hok-Beng. another Malacca society, appears also to have estended to Sela-
ngor, but my informant is unable to give me the names of the headmen).

Sungei Ujong
G

Hin
Hai-San

(B()HI tlu.w are umhahlv connec d with Malacca but the first is sufficiently

have i-h of its own at a place called
‘I.'m|(1ng. It s pmhnhly me ll.m ﬂm the document above rcimed to was
issued ).

6. The headmen in Larut and Selangor are appointed by the Societies in
Penang, Malacca or Singapore, and ate sulelnnL, after the fashion of District
Headmen in the Steaits, nnh that they greater powers in tespeet of
having a more independent command, and Iw.lng the recipients of initiation
fees and subscription: ‘his money, a percentage to the collector and
working expenses being deducted, is forwarded to hieadquarters

7. In face of the Government prohibition, there are of course no reco; xsed
kongsi-houses either in Perak or Selangor but, if a meeting is ILq\mc
house of one or other headman or a membér is made use of. hehw—
commg into the Country have often their entrance fees paid for (Ium hv the
‘Towkay, the amount being debited to the sinkheh in his account.

8. Mr Karl will, no doubt, be able to give some further information as
regards Sacicties in Perak.
sgd F. Powell
ag Protector of Chinee

Note. The next enclosure in the file is merely headed ““Translation” and is
unsigned. It is copied on to the same kind of paper as the copy of Powell's
minute and is in the same handwriting. Tt scems safe to presume from these
facts and the content of the “Translation” that it is a copy of the translation
of the memorandum by Bun Sin which Powell attached to his minute.

dtoben lation of Bun Sin's d

The Gi-Hin Kongsi in the town of Sungei Ujong was in existence as Ton
ago as the year Pian Chu (1876). The Kongsi-house was at Tanjong an
had a gilt chop above the door. Afterwards in the year Bo Tu (1878) because
the Hai-San had no Kongsi-house. their members became angrv and went to

2. Newly arrived immigrants from Chins.
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the Gi-Hin Kongsihouse and pulled down the giltchop. From that time
to the present they haye not put up the gilt chop again, but they have a red
paper chop above the door on which is inscribed *This is the Gi-Hin Kongs *
This is still at Tanjong. The following are the headmen of the Gi-Hin

Kongsi
Chong Ng Chai (Kheh
Chong Fong Chiong (ditto)
Ng Chihin Np (Hokkien)
Lim Lam (Kheh)

The Hai-San Kongsi has been in Sungei Ujong for 20 or 30 years. They
have members but no Kongsihouse. The fallowing are the headmen of the
Hai-San Kongsi in Sungei Ujong,
Wong Ying (Captain Macao)
Hin Sam (Captain Kheh)
Lam Sam (Kheh
Lam Be (Hailok-hong)
Selangor
The Gilin Kongsi has existed in the town of Klang? from the year
Jini Ngo, corresponding to the English year 1862, when Hin Sui was Gaptain.
The Gi-Hin Kongsi house was at Ampang. The men who established the
GiHin were
Kuan_ Kui
Lim Hiong Hak
and  Lim Jit Seng

together with a Malay named Unku Kith. This Malay was A.D.C. to the
Yam Tuan and was called the Penglima Prang,  Alterwards in the year Kah
Chu (1864) Lam Yim Kong was Captain and he was a Hai San He went
and petitioned the Yam Tuan and Ungku Samat that they should not allow
the establishment of the two kongsis, Hai-San and Gi-Hin, in Klang, as it
would lead to fighting and disturbances. Therefore from that time to the
present there have been no regular Kongsi-houses but there are, without
doubt, private places of meeting,

The following are the headmen of the Gi-Hin Kongsi in Klang
Chhin Hui (Macao)
Chhin Yok (ditto)
Ze Hong Pin (ditto)
Lim Jit Seng (Baba)

3. Either Bun Sin or the translator of the memorandum made a mistake
here. If the Kongsl-house wus &t Ampung on the outakirts of Kuala Lumpur,
the Kongsl itself was sssuredly at Kuaia Lumpur. Before EKusla Lumpur
e well known the nelghbourhiood was vaguely called Klang from the river
valley.
4. This was Rajo Saman, usually called Rafa Berknt, who was brother ln-
law to Sultsn Abdul Samad.

5. At p. 20 of Middlebrook's “Yap Ah Loy" (JMBRAS, 24 (2) ) this Hal
San headman is called Liu Ngim Kong. The traditions cited by Middlebrook
t there was some dispute about the succession of Liu Ngim Kong

bout pro) not

but attribute 1t fo & quarrel sbout t a struggle between
-8an and Ghi-] Middlebrook, however, goes on to relate tha

from the 182 civil war in Larut resched am numbers:

thelr bltterness exacerbated relutions between Hal- a E

Selangor. This fact probably explalns Ngim Kong's petition to the Sultan

thet the rival groups should be prohibitea from over? activity h the

cogn! uses. A fe Ias dled
and was succeeded as Capltan China by Yap Ah Loy, The bitternoru be-
Lween the two Kongsis then broke out into open fghiing.

cit, pp. 30-35).
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The headmen of the Hai-San Kongsi in Klang are
Yap Shak (Khch)
Yap T'ek Loy® (Captan Kheh)
China Fat {( aca0)
Chiong Si (Kheh)
In Kanchin in Selingor the Gi-Hin Kongsi is chicfly composed of Kah-Eng-
Chin men. These belong to the Singapore bmlg}ak kun Saciety (a branch
of the GiHin) and are in mnsxdu:ﬁh numbers. The headman of the
Gi-Hin here is Chin Chon Shew (Kheh), l‘lw.r:: is no Kongsi-house.
‘I'here are also many Hai-San at Kanchin. The headman of the Hai-San
Kongsi here is Yap Ng (Kheh). There is no Kongsihouse. At Samantan
in Selangor there are a great many HaiSans. The headman is Chu Sam Hin
Kheh). There is no Kongsi-house. There are also Gi-llin members at
this place taken from the mining class.

Perak
The Hai-San first came to Perak and Larut, and afterwards the Gi-Hins
— Che Long? who was then the Ruler entered the HaiSan Kongsi at Penang.
At the present time there are a great many Gi-Hins and Hai-Sans in Larut.
There arc no Kongsi-houses but there are without doubt private meeting
places.
‘The following are the headmen of the Gi-Hin Kongsi in Larut
han A Yam (Captain Macao)
Lo Phang (Kheh)
Lok Yau (Macao)
The headmen of the Hai-San Kongsi at Larut are
Cheng Kin (Captain
Cheng Kin Sui
Fong Mun Po

The headman of the Hai-San Kongsi at Gopeng in Upprr Perak is Chin
Thong (Kheh). There is no Kongsi-house. Chu Ng (Kheh) is the head-
man of the Gi-Hin Kongsi at Papan in Upper Perak. There is no Kongsi-
house.

(3) Report by the Superintendent of Police, Selangor

Police Office
Kuala Lumpur
July 11 1884

The Acting British Resident of Sclangor

. uala Lumpur

ir,

1 have made careful enquitics with a view to finding out whether Chinese
Secret Societies exist in this State and have the honour to inform you that
there are not any rcmgms:d Kongsi houses although nearly all the  Chinese
in Selangor belong to Sacieties in the Straits Settlements.

IS (56 AL D0m of Yep el Loyle samie whIh s commpn
P Sren st Uit om ooie t his letters to the Behnsvr et
But_tradition. tightly or wrongly, fers Yap

Bun Sin's knowlédge of ihe Beiangor aituation evidently related o e
cariy 1810, An Will by seen, Bycrs mbken’ somo play. With The face. thal
1884 Kanching was not populous,

T Diominiely, this da'4 itisnce A0 Tong IRtar, (s, foat; Milay hilef of
Larlt, sad fattier of tho more fmous Mentil of Tarut. Thers was &
temporary tradition o the 60 thet the Menisi at leist had iolned “the
Hdi-pan ses SMBRAS 26, (3), e 25."5n hia and " othar aspects of the Larut
situation.
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These men join the: Societies before coming to Sclangor and do not
contribute anything towards their upkeep while residing in this Country.

2. With reference to the statements made by Mr Powell’s informant 1 |

Ve
the honour to inform you that there are several men of the Ghi-Hin Socicty
residing in Selangor but they have no recognised headmen or Kongsi house
in the State; these men joined the Society at Malacca and comprise all sorts
of Chinese, but the most influential members are Macaos, It is quitc possible
those partics mentioned by Mr Powell’s informant were leaders in the Straits
but they have little or no authority here and T have good reason to believe
meetings do not take place cither publicly or privately.

3. Hoi San. There are several members of this Society living in Selangor
principally Kie.

They join at Malacea and are not under the control of any local head-
men in this State, although they look upon Towkay Ah Shak as being one of
their principal membas dnd appeal to R when oy clfReslig anes. 1t
alleged that the Capitan China belongs to this Socicty hut I have reason to
believe this allegation is without foundation,

4. Hoh Beng. There are s greal many members of this Society in Sclangor
who join at Malacca and an attempt was made in May this vear to extend and
increase its mfluence, one of the headmen from Malaca visiting this State
for the purpose of appointing local headmen and enrolling new members;
fi lv this attempt was d; 1 and the would-be promoters arrested
})ut not before about 2,000 men had entered their names and paid an entrance
ee.

5. The books scized showed fictitions names for the Socicty—they were
supposed to represent “Chin Poo ‘Tang” but there can be little doubt this
was done simply to mislead the authorities and disguise the real object, viz
that of establishing the Hoh Beng Society on a firm basis in langor.

6. There are several other Socicties of the Straits Scttlements whose
members teside in Selangor but none of them appear to hold mectings or
have any communication with the Socicties either by sending subscriptions
or appealing to them for assistance when in trouble. The Police often, find
Certificates from the different Societies in the Straits Scttlements when
scarching for stolen property cte,

7. With regard to the existence of Societics’ headimen at Simantan and
Kanching T am i a position to state this information is cntirely without
foundation. Thete are only a few men in either place and those well known
to the police. No mecting however privately conducted could possibly take
place witheut our becoming immediately aware of the fact.

8. In conclusion T think the Covernment may be assured that Societies
do not tin this State on any organised principle similar to those of the
Straits Se ut that a large mumber of Chinese in Schngor are
members of some Society in the Straits and that Kongsis forming local
branches of those Societies would be at once established if they were not
prohibited by lay.

9. The general fecling throughout Selangor is o strong against the establish-
ment of Secret Socicties that 1 believe any departure from the present policy
of total prohibition would he fatal to the progress of this State and lead to
serious disturbances among, what is at the present time a well behaved and
law abiding community,

T have cte

wed H. :
Superintendent of Police
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Comment. This report s not very convincing.  Syers makes a_number of
sweeping assertions — “T have good reason to believe, ... .. 7 “Tam in a
position to state that this information is entirely without foundation... ...
“the Government may be assured” etc etc. — but he gives only the most
scattered hints of what cvidence he had for these assertions. Tt seems to
amount to three points,

(1) When the Selangor Police searclicd far stolen property they often
found certificates issued by societies in the Straits Settlements but (it is
implied though not stated) they did not find certificates issued by societies
in Selangor. 'This is a weak argument. Syers admitted that all members of
secret sacieties joined them on first arrival in the Straits Settlements. The
fact that they carried the certificates with them to Selangor and did not hold
certificates from the Selangor lodges of those societics does not prove that the
Selangor lodges did not exist. It proves merely that the Selangor lodges, if
they existed, did not issue certificates. The officials of the Selangor lodges
may have thought it unnecessary to issue certificates to members who held
certificates from the parent body in the Straits Settlements. There is also a
secand point to be considered. In the Straits Scttlements a society, provided
it was registered, was (until the law was changed in 1889) a legal body.
There was no risk in carrving about a certificate issued by a society registered
in the Stmits Settlements; it was no offence in Sclangor because the Schngor
ban on sacicties applied to societies within the limits of the State.  But to
hold a certificate issued by a Sclangor sacicty was to risk trouble for the
whole society when, as must happen, the Selangor Police found such
certificates.

(2) The papulation of Semantan and Kanching was so small and well
known to the Police that no secret society could exist without the knowledge
of the Police. Ior the sake of argnment assume that this assertion was true
for 1884 when Syers wrote his report. It does not disprove the accuracy of
Bun Sin's infarmation, which from internal evidence, can be seen to refer to a
situation of ten years or more before 1884, On the contrary, there is much
other ¢vidence in Middlebrook’s “Yap A Loy” to establish that in the
1860's Kanching at least was an important mining centre and a stronghold of
the Ghi Hin societv. Bun Sin, it is trie, refers to Kanching as a TlaiSan
centre. It may have been so after the original inhabitants were massacred
by the Kuala Lumpur winers in 1870 (Middlebrook, op. cit., pp 49-50). It is
known that Yap Ah Loy rehabilitated Kanching (see p. 56 of this paper) and

presumably e scttled his own Hai San peaple there. But the fin deposits
of Kanching had been largely worked out and the majority of the miners had

moved on Tong before 18

(3) The Police bad no_information of the e istence of sceret socicties
in Sclangor. Any argument based on a negative assertion of this kind must
be suspect—all the more so when it comes from a Police officer who admits,

1

in the same report, that a new society, confronted by all the hostility of
i societies, could enroll 2,000 members under the noses of the
Police before its. existence became known to them.

(4) Extract from the covering letter with which the acting Resident
sent document (3) to Singapore

“The distinction maintained by Mr Syers between the presence of
members of Secret Socicties in the S.S. residing in Selangor and the existence
of any local Society or nrf:miscd branch of one of the Strits Socicties is.
1 think, a sound on¢ and I agree with Mr Syers in his opinion that were the
Government prohibition removed Kongsis would at once be formed in
Selangor, and that their establishment would be most detrimental to the safety
and well-being of the State.”



Appendix B

The following extracts, fram scarce or little-kinown sourees have been
collected and reprinted here with two objects in view, to preserve the data
contained in them in an accessible form, and for the additionaj hght that
they throw on changing conditions in idnngnr in the penod 1875-95. They
illustrate, it is hoped, the meagre system of communications, and the
sparse. scattered population, in the inland districts at the close of the
1870, and the mood and ztmosphere in which the administrators res-
ponsible "Far the shtv:s rapid development were working during the suc-
ceeding fifteen years. The greater part of Selangar to-day is well populated,
and it is casy to assume that this has always heen so. But an article pre-
pared abont |874, and reprinted by J. H. Moor,! describes it as “the Teast
considerable of the Malayan states in resources and population.”  Newbold
writing ten years later, says “the population is scanty, and supppsed nm
to exceed 12,000 souls.” T]n. first census, taken in February, 1877,
it at “about 20,849 persons”: six years later, Swettenham estimated thal
there had been 12,000 more immigrants than emigrants during the pre-
ceeding twelve montht, and by 1884 the population was said to number
46.568" person®. The ' rapid influx continued, giving a_population of
81,592 in 18919, and 168,789 in 19017, In 1875 the state debt, arising
from the civil war of 1968 73, was said to amonnt to about $400, 000"
twenty years later, the year's revenue exceeded expenditure by over
$700,0009. This was the to the devels hronicled in
the preceding pages.

(1) Kuala Lumpur, about 187710

It must have been in 1874 or 1875 I received mv appointment as
Collector and Magistrate at Langat from H. E. Sir William Jervois, my
reconamendation for the post being five vears' L‘q)cncncc (principally as
Treasurer) o the Sarawak Government Servicell On my arrival at

1. In Moor, J. H, Notices of the Indian Archipelago. Singapore, 1837, p. 243.
The ‘tource and suthor are not acknowledged by Moo but on. internal
gridence o wriicle must have been riten about 1824, and. by Jonn
Crawfurd: persumably it is ome of the many that Moor copled from early
issues of the Stngapore Chronicle,
2, Newbold, Lt T, 3, British Possesions 1n the Stralts of Malacea, London,
1839, 2, pp. 28-29.
3. Stngapore Dircciory for the Straits Settlements, otc., for 1670: sos p, 101,
which nlso provides a brief but interesting account of Selangor ut that period,
Msting Pancalan Batu (Kiang), Kwala Selangore, Lungat and Birnam oa the
o m x towns”, in that o

teaham, Annual Plnmalnl Report on the State of Selangor for 1882
o e "Bt Tenmneta’ o8 1883).
Singapore & Straits Settlements Direciory for 1886, p. 200.

. 266.
Middlebrook, 8. M, "Yap Ah Loy", JMBRAS 24, (2), 1951, p. 84.
In 1895: see Singapore & S! S. Dirtctorv for 1807, p. 226.
xtract from “Selango: d present”, by James Innes, Selangor
Joumnl, 3, (1), September 1894, pp. 5-12: see pp. 0
LI "It was in Mey, 1876, that Sir Willam Jervols, then Governor of the
Straits Settlements, offered the poat of collector snd magistiate at Lengat..
ames Tnnes, ex-treasurer of Sarawake: (Emily Tonce,
the gilding off, Bentley & Son London, 1805, 3 vois, aee voL 1 5. 1)
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Kling, T found Mr. Davidson in the position of 11.BM, Resident. Tust
before my arrival Captain Douglas had been appointed to relieve him as
Resident, pro. tem., and to await confirmation of his appointment

Captin Dougls had made up bis mind that, Kang was the. natur
capital of Selangor because it was the seaport, and he was not in favour
of making progress at Kuala Lumpur. This policy ) e
of Kuala Lumpur for about five years, In consequence, for some years the
government of the large Chinese mining community of Kuala Lumpur and
neighbouring districts was administered by the Captain China, a very in-
telligent man, named Yap Ah Loy,

It was during this time that I made my only visit to what was then,
as now, known as Kuala Lumpur, in company with Mr. Syers and 3 news-
paper corsespondent, Mr. Scott.  We went up the nver in the steam launch
which preceded the Abdul Samad to the landing-place built for the con-
venicnce of the only public work then in hand—namely, the “Damansara
Road"12 rode some distance on ponies sent ahead by a barge the
night before, and then walked by a jungle path, sometimes along slippery
batangs, sometimes across them and generally in swampy black soil, The
country was quite covered with heavy jungle till we reached a red earth
seaur, and got a view of the villige of Kuala Lumpur!3. Kuala Lumpur
consisted of a fairly good loose board house occupied by the Captain China,
the most hospitable of men, and his house was surrounded by atap houses
occupied by his coolies. On my late visi Kuala Lumpur [ tried to
lacate the house, and think it was situate where the two rivers, the Gombak
and the Klang, unite. Next morning we tode on ponies supplied by our
Tast the Captain China to the range dividing Uly Klang from Ulu Langat,
a steep but not very lofty hill, which we climbed hand over hand, and let
ourselves down on the other side of this range mto Ulu Langat. The ridge
was so precipitons that one could sit on the top with one leg in Klang and
the other in Langat. We then walked down the River Langat looking at
and adminng Reko on the way (Reko then belonged to Sunger Ujong) 4,
until we met the Government boat sent from Bandar Langat to meet us.

In those days, the little clu:umg thes wns about Kuala Lumpur, save
tin mining, was in tapioca, and a from Klang to Kuala Lumpur
was spoken of as a desirable but 1lmnst impossible thing, There was no
money o make it with, and the natural difficulties were considered msur-
mountable. They \\cx in truth, small; but a swamp and a bridge across
the River Klang were considered to tender it impossible.  The slowly-made
and long delayed L').mmls.m Road was thought allsufficient with the aid
of bullock-carts to convey the trade to and fro—that is, the tin to Klang
and the opium, arrack and tice from Klang. Another idea was that if
the railway could be made it never could pay,

fa This puts the time of nis visls to Kuala Lumpur at sbout 1877: we

know from Hornnday (506 p. 140, below) that some tweive miles of the “slowly

made and long-delayods roud had been compieted by July 1878, and in Feb-

ruary. 1610, Dabella Bird (Mra Bishiop) travelled on the Abdul-Samad, und
e’ improsmod by B

13, e, tho woiount by Hommadey. (o 11 below)-Ee reached the @pof
3 long, steep bill, and, st ifs foot. Kwaly Lumpor Igy before us, on the opposite
bunk of the river Kiang b Log’s Dnglm\l "ok o Damansus
must have gone nlmost t: rous the “plain ot thia period asaupicd
by ve(auble Gardens, and thence eltmbed up to the present Bluff Road

maps on p. 13 (Selangor. about 1875), and p 20 (the Klang
vnlln) from the. BBRAS mup of 1679).
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(2) A Naturalist in Selangor, 187815

On reaching Klang I found there Captain Douglas, the British
Resident, who, much te my advantage, was kind enough to interest himself
in the object of my visit. Through his cooperation Mr. Syers obtained
fourteen days’ leave of absence for the trip we had planned to take inta the
interior, and, on the evening of June 27th'Y, we started up the nver in
Mr. Syers’ boat. Four Malavs pulled the hoat, while we lay down and
slept comfortably until we reached Damansara, cighteen miles up, where
we tied up till morning, From the Palice Station at that point 1 good
carriage toad leads east seventeen miles to Kwala Lumpur, the largest town
i the territory, in the centre of the mining district.

After our cup of coffec at the police station, 1 hastily skinned a
Macacus nemestrinus (broque monkey)17, which 1 bought alive of one
of the policemen, and then we started for the other end of the road. Mr.
Syers had his two ponies in readiness, and we rode them, leaving our luggage
to follow on a cart.

‘The road lay through very dense, high forest, composed of large and
very lofty trees (among which the camphor was often noticed ), grawmz
very thickly together, the groand underneath was choked with an
undergrowth of thorny palms, rattans and brush so thick it seemed that
nothing larger than a cat could get throngh it. Nowhere was there the
smallest opening in this dark and damp mass of vegetation, and it made
me shudder to think of attempting to go through it. ~Surely, I thought, we
will not attempt to hunt in such forest as that,

Six miles from the niver, we came to another policz station, Kooboo
Ladah, where we halted to wait for the baggage ta come up. Two miles
farther on we reached the end of the road, where we found a gang of
sovemnment caolics waiting to camy our luggage the remainder of the
distance.  Without these men, whose services were thoughifully supplied
by Captain Douglas, we should have been obliged to pay a ruinously cx-
orbitant price for coolic hire, almost as much as our baggage was worth!8,

For the remainder of the way, we had only a very rough bridle path
through hilly jungle and across many muddy little streams. At the twelfth
mile we passed the Sungei Batu police station, very prettily situated in a
highly romantic spot.

After passing two or three clearings. we reached the top of a long,
steep hill, and, at its foot, Kwala Lumpor lay before us, on the opposite
bank of the river Klang, here reduced in size to a varrow but deep creek.

=

15. Extracts from “Two years in the Jungle”, by Wi rnaday (Kegan
Pau, Trenin & Trubnar, Tendon, 158), ohupter 27, v\: Py paselm. Hor
naduy was chlef tsxidermist at the sty sited
Singapore snd Selangor in June-July, Vg, Bec of nia. stay

gulangur was read by proxy at 8 meeting of e iraits Branch of the Royal
s c Soclety's at Singapore on 7 April, 1879, aud subsequently published in
ihe" Boclexy's jourcar USBEAS, 3, July 1879, pp. 124-32: reprinted Sefangor
Je % e latte

 Syers.
is followed by & paper by DD. Daly, describing a vislt to the Caves made in
company with Syers and Douglos a fow weeks after the events described hore,
Duly's Sccount ndmits that the spot hnd heen discoverad” by Hornadny and
Byers: but it does not disclose that the two men had actually Centered he
caves, and hence leaves the erroneous Imp 1y was_the
Derson, other than the Jakins, 1o 4o 80, Actually Horadays dSemeription of
them is more def mued than Dly'

16, There 1a u discrepancy of one day here: n the JSBRAS acoount Hornaday
San They Tete ‘Tor Ruin Lumpor on June 6, They Were awny trom KIang for
about a week.

17, The Berok or Pig-talled Macaque, Macaca n, memestring (Linn.)

18, The “rutnously exorbitant price” was 15-20 cents » Kati.
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sampan came actoss to ferry us over, while our ponies swam beside it,
and at'5 p.m, we were at our resting place for the night,

All along the river bank, the houses of the Malays stand in 2 solid
10w on r:hs fen fect high, directly over the swift and muddy current. The
houses clsewhere throughout the town are walled with mud, and very steeply
roofed with attaps (shingles made of nipa-palm leaves), so that a view of
the town from any side discloses very little except high, brown roofs slant-
ing steeply up. In the centre of the town is a large market where fruts,
vegetables, meats and various abominations of Chinese cookery are sold.
The vegetables are sweet potatocs, yams of various kinds, beans, melons,
cucomibers, radishes, Chinese cabbage, onions, cggplant and lady's fingers
“The fruits were the durian, mangosteen, pincapple, banana, and plantain,
oranges (of fareign growth), limes, papayah, and other small kinds not
known by English names.

In the centre of the marketplace are a lot of gamblingtables, which,
a little later in the cvening, wete crowded with Chinamen earnestly en;m:y_d
i the noble pastinc of “fighting the tiger”.  The principal strect are
lined with Chinese shops, and are uniformly clean and tidily kept.

We went straight to the house of the Captain China (pronounced
Cheena), the man of importance in the district, who is governor of the
Chinese in every sense of the word, His title is Sti Indra Purkasah Wi Jayah
Bucktie (“Fair-fighting Chief and Hero” )1, and his name, Yap Al Loy,
commonly called by Eurapezns the Captain China. In return for his s tvices
to the district in opening new roads and preserving gnud order, with his
own police force, the government allows him a royalty of $1 on every bhara
ﬁtwluch equals three piculs, or four hundred pounds) of tin exported, and

om  this source, and also from his eleven tin mines, he is said to be
the wealthiest man in the territory. He has in his empluy sixteen hundred
and twenty-seven men, and entertains at his house, in true European style,
every: white man who visits Kwala Lumpor. Unfmtunauly he was absent
at that time, but his people received us quite as if he had been there, and
made us comfortable with a fine dinner, an abundance of excellent cham-
pagne and good beds.

The next morning, while in the largest Chinese store in the place,
buying provisions for our stay in the jungle, we struck a bonanza, = We
found Mumm's champagne for sale at sixty cents a quart, and India pale
ale at fifteen cents per pint!  How they ever managed to sell either at s\lch
ridiculously low prices we could not_understand, and, to ease our consciences
before victimizing the dealer, we told him he must “have made a mistake in
marking his goods. No, that was the price, and we could have all we wanted,
It would have been flying. in the face of a kind Providence to have neglected
such an opportunity as comes but once in a lifetime.

Engaging the strongest coolie we could find e m\m him with char-
pagne (at sixty cents per quart!), and marche 1 ahead of us into the
jungle. " It was the proudest moment of my life. 1 may never smkc oil, or
gold-bearing quartz, ot draw a prize in the Louisiana lottery; but 1 have
18. This I.hm,uﬂ read, Seri Indra Perkase Wijoya Bakiti, Yap Ah Loy use:

o seal bearing the liscription ln Jawl, Vep Al Loy Sultan Indre Pzrkﬂa.
Wijaya Bakii Kﬂvﬂﬁn Chﬁla Kuala Lumpur Klang — Yap Ah Loy [ac]

ledged by the] Sultan Gallant Victorious Mynl Chl!.f [Of the) Chlnue [oﬂ
Kuals Lumpur [and) Klang. He recetved the title before September, 1870, prot
ab!

was very impressed by the Chinese, nd_he probsbly remembered Kuala
Lumpur favourably in contrast to towns in Borneo and the Philippines.
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struck Jules Mumm’s best at sixty cents a quart. My only regret is that
1 did not fll a tub and fake a bath in it, for champagne is the only artificial
drink I really like.

Having slept and breakfasted at Kwals Lumpor, we saddled our ponies,
and prepared to move on six miles farther to Batu. Not having enough
ﬁuvcmmcnt <coolies, we had to hire twa Chinamen, who charged s $2.00
or canrying a sixty-pound box six miles.

The jungle all round Batu, although swampy in places, was so open
that one could go through it on foot with tolerable ease. Here and there
wete patches of low and thin forest, broken occasionally with fine
glades, such as large animals love to visit for a sight of the sun and s
But we soon found that beyond this fine ground lay a wide tract of swampy
forest, very difficult to traverse, and very bad ground onm which to attick
dangerous game.

While hunting through the forest in search of wild cattle or thinaceros
spoor we came upon the strangest human habitation T ever beheld. It was
a Jacoon house, if we may dignify such a strocture by that name, and the
family was at home2. The site had been selected with reference to four
small trees, which grew so as to form the four comers of a square about
nine feet each way. Twelve feet from the ground four stout saplings had
been Tashed to the trees to form the foundation of the house. and upon
them was lashed the flooring of small green poles,  Six feet above it was
a toof of green thatch, sloping shedlike from front to bick. There were
na walls whatever to this remarkable dwelling, which was reached by means
of a rude ladder.  Upon this platform we found three men, two women, a
nursing baby, a miserable little dog, fwo or three old parangs, some sumpitans
and poisoned arrows, and a fire smouldering on a bed of carth at one corner.
There were no mats of any kind, and the people slept on the bare poles
The men were naked, with the exception of a dirty loin-cloth, but the
women were satisfactorily covered with mantles of dingy cotton cloth

In physique, physiognomy and habits the Jacoons so closely resemble the
forest people (Dyaks) of Borneo as to lead one to believe they have des-
cended, and that, too, by no very long line of ancestry, from some of the
numerous sub-tribes now fourishing in that great island. Judging from Mr.
Bock’s admirable portraits and description of the Poonans, the Jacoons are as
much like them as it is possible for two separated tribes to be like each
other. The Poonans, like all the Dvaks, have progressed through Bomeo
from south to north, and it is more likely that the Jacoons are accidental,
p}::r]mps mvoluntary, emigrants from Bomeo than that the reverse has been
the case.

The Jacoons are a very peaceable, almost timiid, people, very ignorant,
and wholly averse to living in villages, however small. They are nowhcre
numerous, the total number in Selangore being estimated at only seventy.
They subsist wholly upon the fruit and vegetable products of the jungle,
and the game they kill with their sumpitans, or blow-guns and poisoned
arrows.  Some of them are said to be very expurt in the use of this singular
weapon. The present Rajah Brooke states that he once saw a Jacoon drive
an arrow iuto a single crow-quill at 4 distance of fifteen vardsl We learned
accidentlly, a few days lat
were stopping at that place
near by,

that the Jacoons are very fond of bats, and
order to capture them in some large caves

20. Sece the sketeh on p. 143, reproduced from Hornaday, plate opp. p. a19.
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“A Jacaon Tlouse” near Batu Gaves, from an original drawing by Wm. T.
Homaday, teproduced in ““Two vears in the jungle” (London, 1585



144 Wm. T. Hornaday

They were very accommodating people, and our party held quite an
animated conversation with them upon the subject of wild game, as they
sat perched aloft and looking down upon us, L‘nmmzlely they knew the
value of money, and we engaged two of the men to act as our guides when
we went in quest of wild cattle, rhinoceros, and other animals. One
them came down forthwith and led us a long tramp through the silent and
gloomy forest for the remainder of the day, but we saw nothing worth shoot-
ing. Much to our disappointment, the Jacoons said there were, at that
time, no rhinocerous in that region, but plenty of clephants.. ...24

On the way home on a subsequent occasion we made a very interesting
discovery, quite by accident.  We fell in with an old Malay and some Jacoons.
who walked along with us for some distance. As we were going through the
forest. a short distance from the foot of a gray limestone cliff about two
hundred feet high, covered on the top with forest, we noticed in the air
a very curious, pungent odor, like guano, the cause of which we could
not divine, Mr. Syers tumned to the old Malay, who was familiar with the
ncighborhood, and inquired:

“What is it that stinks so?”

“Bats’ dung!  Where is it”

“In the cave yonder in the rocks, sir.”

“Why did you not tell us of it the other time we were here, old
simpleton?”

“I didn't know you wanted to know about it, sir,” said the old fellow,
innocently,

We turned about directly and made for the cliff, under the old man’s
guidance. The cave was soon reached. We climbed up forty feet or so
over a huge pile of angular rocks that had fallen from the face of the cliff,
and on going down a sharp incline found ourselves undemeath a huge mass
of bare limestone rock, leaning at an angle of forty-five degrees against the
side of the cliff, forming a cavernous arch, open at both ends and a
hundred feet high, Tt was hung with smooth, dullgry stalactites, which,
when broken off, showed such a clean white limestone formation that it
might almost be called marble,

From near the bottom of this curiously formed arch a wide opening
led into the cave proper. We procured a torch of dry bamboo and en:
tered forthwith. This cave, which it scems is callld Gua Belah, or the
Double Cave, is about sixty feet wide, a hundred and fifty feet long, to
where it terminates in a narrow cleft in_the rock, and about forty feet
high at the highest point. The ground plan of the cavern is therefore an
isosceles triangle. The walls were smooth, of a light. color, and with-
out. salacttes The floor was covered to-an unknown depth with 2 aver
of loose and dry bat guano, which gave off the odor we had noticed half
y.

a mile awa

. The passage omitted here describes the successful trucking, killing snd
axinning "of  male elephant, not quite Tull-grown, the fellowing day:
marls Hornadey's paper in JSBRAS. 3. Byers saw, but
. o specimen of which was mlso re-
um. Tt is not clear which of the two
boped to obtain probably the wxsiler. B
sumatrensis, but, as noted, apparently mneither was in the vicinity of w
e. According to Isabella Bird (Mrs Bishop) one species was close to Kuala
Selangor circe 1879,
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The cave was full of bats (Eonycteris spilla)22 which left their resting
phices on the walls as we entered, and few found and round al
m a roaring swarm, at times coming within a foot of our faces. Our
footsteps fell noiselessly on the soft and spongy bed of guano, and had
we been provided with sticks we could easily have kn many bats
from the walls. There must have been two thousand of them there. In
the outer cavern we easily shot a number of specimens as they clung to
the rocks high above us.

Not far from that cave was another in the same mountain, which we
visited on the following day. The mouth was simply a hole in the base
of the rocky wall, leading straight into a low, but very extensive, cavern,
which must haye been an acre and a half in extent. The low roof remind-
ed me of a mine, and numerous galleries and narrow passages leading off
on either side rather heightened the resemblance. In the light of our
torches the roof was yellowish-white and very clean looking, generally smooth,
and without stalactites. The floor also was bare rock.

‘e found the mouth of the cave entircly stopped with branches—
excepting one apening about a foot square—and were informed that, after
thus blocking the mouth, the Jacoons send two or three mea inside to
scare the bats out so they can be knocked down by the sticks of those who
stand outside at the opening. We tried the same dodge in order to get
a few more perfect specimens, and easily secured five by this knock-down
process. The scheme is so casy to work, however, and so successful that
the Jacoons have almost entircly depopulated the cave of its winged in-
‘habitants,

After leaving this cave, which is called “Gua Lada,” or Chilli Caye,
we were conducted through a mile of very wet jungle to a third cave, called
“Gua Lambong,” which is really a very fine cavern. At the mouth there is
a perfect little vestibule scooped out of the solid rock by the hand of
nature for the express accommodation of the party who will keep a stand
there for the sale of refreshments, photographs, and torches to the tourists
who will visit the cave during the next century.

n entering the cave at the yawning black hole, we found ourselves in
a grand cathedmal, whose flaor, walls, an5 roof were of smooth white lime-
stonc rock. Descending for a few yards from the mouth we came to a
clear stream of water rippling across the rocky floor and sccking an_exit
near thé mouth.  Crossing this, we walked forward along a grand gallery,
with clean and level floor, perpendicular walls and gothic roof. like the nave

thedral, fifty fect wide and sixty fect high. At the farther end of
the gallery—which was by our estimate about three hundred fect in length
—the roof suddenly rose in a great round dome ninety or a hundred feet
in height, completing so perfectly the resemblance of St. Peter's. at Rome,
that had 1 the privilege of naming the cavern T could call it nothing else

22. This should resd Eomycterts spelaea (Dobson), the Cave Frult Bat. There

are also large colonles of one of the lenf-ncse bats, Megaderma spasma,

some of the smaller caves. The first sttempt to study the fauna of the

caven was mpparently made by H. N. Ridley prior to 1898
Do)

r “Report on Coves in the Malay Peninsul the Bristol
Meeting of “the British Associntion for the Advancement of Science (see
Tt mncement of Sclence, . DI -82), but
findings were genersl rather than detalled, and of lmited value Subsn-
quently, in 1626, Cedric Dover (at that period attach c Selangor

wife, began a systematic study of the fauna of
e not completed, but sufficlent material

. Fed Malay States Mus.
14, (3 & 4), 1029. pp. 325-87: & short additional paper by F. F, Laldinw;
on’ the land molluscs, was published later in Bull. Raffies Mus, 7, 1932
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). 1928, pp. 35-38. Interest in exploration of
the caves was revivad shorily befire the fecent war, bub appatently nathing
was on the renewed activity beyond an article in the Straits Times
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than Cathedral Cave.  “The accompanying diagram represents a vertical
section, as nearle as could be obtained withont measurements,

We staad for some time gazing i silence about s, quite awed by the
arandeur. of the natural rock-temple we had discovere

Remembering the Baptistry at Pisa, and, reeslling its bautiful echo,
I osang ont clear and strong,

Bal mi @
‘The echo of the three notes mingled dircetly in a beawtiful chord,
wonderfully prulmw;d Jike the sound of thiee voices winging their
way upward until they Jost in the distance,  The illusion was

perfect wl \Iu- cficet of the echo highly weird and impressive, u cL‘LmuI
fully o er of a minute that the echo reverberated in the top of ¢
tocky dmm As a further experiment, Mr. Svers discharged his m\r and
the report sounded like a deep boom of thunder, prolonged and rolling,
cehoing i the dome and at the farther end of the Tong gallery with a long:
continued roar.

Under the dome the floor began to rise as we progressed, and sloped up
all the rest of the way to whe cavern terminated in 4 narow cleft
“This portion of the fidor was covered with a thick deposit of bat guano,
Toose and dry, but xhu; were very few bats in the caye.

Il these caves are aliout three miles cast of Batu, and tiine from Kwala
Lumpor, in a nﬂrﬂn:rh direction. The whole hill is a solid mass of white
crystalline limestone, and its mmust height is about thrze hundred feet.
Besides catching bats in the ca the Jacoons say that they often retreat
to them for safety at certain scasons when the woods are overrun by wild
clephants and other dangerous animals.

e made several other hunting excursions in different. directions from
Batu, always under good guidance, but; although we often saw the tracks of
wild cattle, we were never fortunate enough to fall in with the animals
themselves.  Thie inevitable krah monkey (Macacus cynomolgus)23 was often
seen and sometimes shot.

Squirrels were ple nhfn]. and besides two other species (Sciurus ephip:
pium and bicolor)*4 we shot several specimens of the beautiful black and
white Sciurus Rafflesi.

23 The Kera or Longtalled Macaque, Macaca frux F. Cuvier,

24, The Grem-colpured Glent Squirrel, Ratufa afins (nterposits Kloes (R o

ephippium of S Muiter Is the Borneo race), and the Blact Glant Squirrel,
bicotar peninsulae (Miller).
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[ Collected
Neme. or Remarks
Obgerved.
Hylobates (Wah-wah) .| Collected

Rare §
Bmmagihebas cifatus . Geoll. Common in captivity

Meendus nrmn!rm s Bro) 3
.. Desm, Kra) Very comman everywhere
Qeoft. (Slew-!ﬂud R
(Plyi One very large specimen
Blyth .. (8¢ nczn'mmlu) Vtry plenHluI n cuves
Linn, (Teger vernment re.
Reacd 45 sach
Hodgson 1[4::1:” . Very rare
Black La "
“I“h {Marble Trp,r'nll Collected | Uncommon
.. Desm, Leopard Cal " Common
Viveres mn\n\_wnsu Emilin * (Zesver Cioet Cof) | b
. Linn, (Largs. t Ca] | Rare
I'nradoluml munnsl Marsden (Tres Caf] “ "
Arctictis binturong Blyth (Brn:k Emr can] oo Vilry rare. One flne \pm
Canis (Cuon) sumatrensis Observed Onclpn Hl\er\ in Sm’r‘?(

seum
| S oh e
Lutru (Leptonyx?) (Otar) Callecied | Commnon near sea-rofa|

Rhinuecros sumairensis
{Certorhimus nigra } Sch. . (Rhinoerros) Observed | One enught live
)
Traguis mapy (Mouse Deer) | Collected | Wesy plentiful everywhere
kanchil . Comman
Rusi Ariatotelis (Sombur Stag) . | Obséived | Comman in cortain tocain
Bos Soundaieis (Witd Cattle) o
Elephsy indicus (Blephant) .| Collécted | Very cammon. A nuisnncs
Selirus ophinpium >
W bicolor . 5
' Raffosii .. Rare
S . % Comman
tidus Geoft, Tying Squirrel) = re
L A S o R 3 Common

Mammals callected or observed in Selangor by Wm 'r_ Hornaday, reproduced

photographically from the Selangor Jonrnal, Vol 2, 1893, p.16: sec fontnote

13, p. 139, above. Taphozous must be o misidentifeation: presumably. for
Lonveteris spelaca (Dobson ).

The Malays and Jacoons brought us many specimens of the pretty little
mouse-deer (Tragulus napu and kanchil| 20, several small Felinae (Felis mar-
morita and Bengalensis and two species of civet cat (Viverra), all of
which they caught in traps for our especial beneht.  We collected a few
bright birds also, and one thinoceros horbill *

Faving spent a week at Batu with both plasure and profit, we sent aur
clephant bones, rock specimens from the caves dnd other dead weight down
to Klang by the river, while we packed up and return wala Lumpor.
On the ride back Mr. Syers’ pony went down when at full gallop and gave
him a terrible fall, \\Imh but for the protection of his thick pith helmet,
might have resulted very scriously. It would have sent almost any other man
to bed for a week, but my plucky friend insisted on his ability to carry out
the programme, and would scarcely let me rub him with my favorite remedy.

25 Thete are two specles here eprrectly Tramilug n. e (F; Guyier) and
the -nghuy smaller T, javanicus julviventer J. E.

26, Felis marmorata Martin, which s not ommon. and r. bengalensts
Hngla Lyon. which 1s plentiful and widely ummumm in M.n
21, Buceroy rhinoceros Linn.: eocurs most dense lowl a 1un¥le‘ but.

1ty e found 1o hill ountry. ne. mich aa.300014,000 Tt nt "the present’ time
1t o omamon Tound the Gap and at Fraser's HIL
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(3) Sir Frederick Weld's first visit to Selangor, July, 188028

July 9th. When T last wrote we were in the strits of Klang; we
steaued up the river between green wooded banks till we reached the town,
where we were received with a salute from an old fort erected 04 a hill
commanding the river, This fort was formerly held by oar fncnd the old
Rajah Mahdi, and is supposed to be the scene of many wild esploits in
the old piratical days. The jetty wns decorated with every kind of gay
1|.|1|zm;,a, and [ drove up from there to the Residency, where 1 was received

y Mrs. Douglas and her daughter and L ofionvai wiide s cdsic of the
Iu\vn with Captain Douglas, It is a pretty town, but is beiag deserted for
Kuala Lumpur, which is farther mlnn(f.

July 10th, We left emly, and were towed by a stzam-launch up the
nver. We saw a kingfisher with a brilliant omnge head and red and blue
winigs, some pigeons, but no alligators; the banks were thickly wooded, and
the biver got very muddy and namow ‘as we advanced, till, seaching Demar-
sarah®Y, we left the boats and took to the saddle, From thence we rode
to Kuala Lumpur, where a grand reception awaited us.  Some thousands of
peaple turned out, and the streets were decorated with strips of coloured
cloth and bunting and triumphal arches.

This moming (11th) we up_carly, and Mr, Swettenham, Captain
Douglas, Daly, and T went out shooting—after deer—bat, ala, we siw
none. 1 missed a little pig and got three jungle fowl. The latter are said
to be the ancestors of our bam-door fowls, and certainly resemble them very
much, but they fly like pheasants. We' saw Iots of tracks of clephants.
mostly about ten days old.  The jungle is extraordinarily interesting—such a
variety of bird- and inscctlife. I saw o man who had been attacked by a
tiger on the road, and been badly clawed by him, and would unduubtcd.lv
have been killed had not his little boy (of six or seven vears of age) thrown
his basket at the tiger, where-upon the tiger retreated! The man's
wounds are now healed, but he was ill for a long time- from the shock,
Tigers seldom attack mén, never a man on horscback; they have, however,
a special fancy for Chinamen.

July 12th, We were in the saddle yesterday at 530, on oir wav
to Batu. The country we passed through thinly populated, undulating
with occasional views of distant hills, the fﬂ(cg!mmd mostly jundle.
stopped for a short time at Batu, whete a Malay chicf, a native of Pahang,
had made great preparations for our arrival, decorated the villags (the
people of which are mostly Sakais), and got a chair of state ready for me
m rn honse, which was also prettily decorated. After leaving Bata we
got into thick jungle h fine forest trees, a path had been cut for us
through it, so it was rideable. There was an endless variety of brautiful
flowers—1 longed for you to see them. After proceeding for some miles,
we suddenly came on to a huge tock, ahout four or five hundred feet high,
'lb\ulutdv perpendicular and rising hike a great fort or castle out of the
forest, with n-e,zs and twisted roots growing out of it and clasping and
crowning it. T have never seen anything resembling it. It seemed like

2. From n fournal kept by Sir Prederick Wold durtn isit to the
estern Malay states, June- Auzust, 1680: princed in The 1fe 6f St Frederick
Weld", by Lady Allce Lowat (Jn Murmay, London, 1914), the passage reproduced
Nere. nppemng on

3 Tt Wras Irzqu:nny written Damasara st this period. Wl
Bimselt wn-mnm uses Damansara later, in his account of the deuraer b

terenting Lo note that Weld found Klang 8 Prov Hidie

Tomntt Cistean months enrller Isabelin Bird had thought it "a -
thriven, "decayed,  dejected, miscrable looking Blace, {“The Golden Cner-

nese ", 1883, p. 215).
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an islaind in the vast forest, and its upheaval was probably dus to voleanic
action, There is another rock very similar to this one in Perak, they
tell me, called Gunong Pondok. A river was running at its fect and
partly surrounded it. We had now come to our hunting ground: so we
separated, Mr, Douglas, Swettenham and 1 forming party, under the
guidance of the village chief and two Sakais.  We tracked a herd of
uffalo (Bos sondaiacus)8 for fully an hour, but never saw them, They
Tad been on the ground that wornivg, as the blades of grasi they had
bitten and trodden down had not yet withered,  We saw nothing to shoot
except a bird about as big as a guinea-fowl, and very like one in shape,
but of a most gorgeous colour, peacock green, gold, and omnge; it ran
along the ground close to me. e hen-bird seemed dark; if 1 had my
shotgun with me I could have killed them both, After walkiny for
three hours in the forest, we returned to the big rock where we had left
Dr. Mackinnon and Miss Douglas. The other party, consisting of Captain
Rhodes, Dr. Barrington of the Buffs, and Mr. Tavlor, an officer of the
Ordnance Department, had not been more successful than we werz  We
then climbed up a steep path, and at the height of abont a hundred feet
above the level ground we found ourselves at the mouth of a huge cave,
in which lunclieon had been got ready.

it

I most describe it: picture to yourself a huge banquelinghall,
a dome ed roof about 300 feet high, and at least 150 feet loag. with
great apertures in the roof through which the light streamed, soffencd into
green and pold by the ovethanging trees, The Malays have a legend that
a fairy princess lives in the summit of this great crag—into which no human
foot has penctrated—and that when she shows herself to a man she brin
him gomf fortune. 1 can imagine no more appropriate spot for a fairy
dwelling-place.  Standing within the cave, and looking out of its dark
framework of stalactite pillars and buttresses into the sunlight, and wealth
of tropical vegetation stretching away for miles below me, T really felt that
it was worth while making the tour of the globe if only to see that sight.
Iaving got very wet and hot in our tramp in the forest, I was very
glad to be ‘able to change my wet clothes in a recess of the cave. 1 was
attended by two Malays, who watched the operation with much carnestness
and reverence, as if they were witnessing a religious ceremonial; probably
they thought it was onel  Luncheon followed, which was a most picturesque
affair, groups of Malays and Sakais in everv kind of dress, and undress, in
marvellous  varicty of colour, some armed with parangs, and other
curiously shaped weapons, stood or squatted around us. It was like a scene
in a play—stage brigands and all complete. After Tunchéon we explored
the caves by torchlight3t; thonsands of bats, disturbed by the light. flew
aver our heads, I shot one or two for Dr. Barrington, and the noise of
the reverberations through the caves was very grand. When we came
to the last one they gave three cheers for ‘the Governor'—the first one who
had ever penctrated into these wilds. We afterwards went down to the
viver, and T tried to catch a fish, with both fly and minnow. It was no
good; so the Malays (who are not particular how they get their fish)
threw the root of a plant called ‘tuba’ into the water. which has the
effect of stupefying them, and before long they come to the top. Such a
0. The Seladang, Bos paurus. This waes the locallty to which Svers had
taken Hornadny five years earlier, in aearch of elephant, 5e18dang And FINOCETOS,
31. The Batu Caves were a famous show place In the 1830's and Kualn
Lumpur was very proud of them. Thelr existance Was Tecords

e Y
H, C. Syers Wm. T. Hornaday, who came on them esrly in July. 1873,
while on s hunting trip (see p, 144, above), “A few days' Iater Syers revisit~
ed the three most accessible caves accompunied by n Darty consisting of

. Lindsell of the 28th Regt, D. D. Daly. “some Oran
an account of this latter visit, written by D. D. Daly,
uly 1879, pp. 116-19.

Broomfleld Douglaa,
Saket and some police
uppears in JSBRAS, 3,
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scene followed; the Malays shouted and yelled, throwing themselves into
the water and hitting the fish with sticks, and laughing just like a heap of
schoolboys?2. They killed about a hundred or two small fish, like our
oach. There was one mather larger, of about 4 or 5 Ib, weight, and a
few that laoked like barbel, of from 1 to 3 Ib. weight. Though it was
poaching, it was great fun, and reminded me of fishing the brooks at
Stonyhurst on 'good days, We got home in time for me to have 3 short
nap after my bath before dinner. ~We dined at the Capitan Chinas, and it
was a great function. The reception-hall T described in my last letter was,
I find, " built expressly for this occasion. As I entered, with Mers, Daly. the
military police, who numbered about forty, presented arms, and the bugles
sounded. This was the signal for the explosion of Chinese crackers—a
performance which Jlasted fully a quarter of an hour. The Capitan’s
expenditure in crackers must have been portentous. The dinner began with
birds’ nest soup, the rest of the dinner was Ewropean.  When it was over
the Capitin proposed the health of the Queen Empress, then mine: after
which T proposed that of the Sultan of Selangor, and Douglas the Capitan’s;
allshort specches,

After this I should not have been sorry to have been allowed to go
to bed, but the Chinese had got up an_entertainment in my bonour at
their theatre, so I had to go. It was allegorical. and repres nted all the
rival Rajahs, headed by the Sultan, giving up tleir quarrels and putting
themselves under the Governar's protection, and doing him homage. ‘T he
absurd part of it was that in spite of there being an actor on the stage
who represented the Governar they, perpetually, one after the other,
bowed down before me. Afterwards they sang an ode of welcome in
which they wished me every kind of prospetity, a long reign as Governor,
and so forth. 1 can't describe the gorgeousness of the principal person-
ages, Rajahs, Sultan, Govemor. ete., with their banners and dresses of the
most brilliant_colours, and rich materials, stiff with embroideries in gold
and silver.  Also women who were supposed to be ridin; obby-horses
of which the heads only were visible, the rest being hidden by masses of rich

rapery.  Then there were tumblers exeenting wonderful antics in scarlet
trousers and blue jackets. One was constantly reminded of the medieval

pageants which one reads of in history®. I was glad to leave as soon as

42 cf. Swettenhum’s essay A Fishing Plonlc” (“Malny Sketches”, London,
1895, pp. 18-24) which, seemingly, also describes fahing with tuba root in the
stream near Batu Cuves,

33, lsabella Bird glves a rather fuller and more pollshed ac
performance (“The Golden Chersonese snd the way thither,
London, 1883, pp. ).

"Three months after my visit, Yap Ah Lol recetved the Sultan of
Belungor for several days with great magnificence, and in July 1880 he enter-
tained the Governor of the Btraits Settlementa and his sulte with yet greater
eplendour, érecting for the oceasion a fine hanqueting-hall with Gpen sides.

Sir F. A, Weld writes of this vialt—At Kwala Lumpor, besides the recop-
tion snd a dinner at the Capltan China’s, s Chinese theatrical performance
was given representing o sultan and great rajalis glving up their quarrels on
the appesrance of & “governor,” who pacifiés the country.  Addiessw and

es were nlso sung and recited to me from the stage, and the performers
Tepresenting tho great fnd mode
o dresses were all real hand-worked gold and silver embroidery on thick
sliks Of the richest colours. The princes were attended by their warriors
s0me of elmots nnd arms were magmificent, with banners and feather
standards, and coats of arms, or their equivalents, horne aloft by heraids:
ludies also appeared, one A prima-donna, Other nciressos rode hobby-herses,
cnly the head of the wom&n und hobby-horse being visible in the cloucs
d gold. Jesters fested; and tumblers, in blue, loose tunics and
wide scarlet trousers, shot acrosa the stage when thera Was_sny room
front of the crowd Of actors with the rapldity of metcors. The pace was
en sure that they were humsn beings. I have seen Kean's
Shakesperrinn revival pageants formerly in London, but I never reallsod
whiit & medlueval court pageant might have been till in the heart of the
Malay Peninsula T paw the most gOrgeous combination of colour and pictures-
que effect that I have ever net eyes upon.' ™

wmt of this
Jn Murray,
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the part addressed to me was over, and got to bed about 12 pm, after a
very hard day’s work

July I3th. In the moming I went over a tapioca factory. 1 also
received @ Malay deputation and inspected the government offices. The
Malay spokesman was eloguent about the good my coming would do in
this country, and said that it was clear that I taok an interest in the people
and wisher lht:m well, and that they all hoped I should long be Governor,
and should retum shortly to see them again; and after [ hai replied. and
said that the Queen took much interest in the welfare of all the countries
under her profection, they answered that they knew she must be good,
and anxions to help them, for, whereas formerly they had suffered much
from wars and gapine and o pression, now they lived in happiness and
security, 1 also received a Chinese drpulahun about mining and other
business,

July I4th, On hoard ss. Plute at anchor, mouth of Klang River.
We started this mormwg on horseback at 5.30. As we tode through the
town [Kuala Lumpur|, we stopped to visit the gaol—a temporary one—and
found the sentry, musket in hand, fast askep i an casy-chairt T had to
settle the site of a new fort and Residency there; after this was done we
rode on to Damansam through the usual fmul scenes, heanng but not
seeing a number of hornbills who made a great noise in the trees over
our heads,  We got on board the steam-Jaunch at Damansara, and on fo the
Pluto at Klang, but did not land to take leave of Mrs. Douglas as T had
a slight touch of gout. The Rance Mahdi came off to see me, with presents
for you and Minnic and a petition for me. The old man 15 \uy ilss.
‘We have dropped down the river, and shall lie at the mouth of the straits
to-night, as we expect a steamer with Singapore letters.

(4) Travel in Selangor in 188335

Adjoining Snngie Ujong to the north lies the state of Sclangor, and

in 1883 the only means of communication between the two places was
by a jungle track, which some distance from Scremban lost itself in a
muddy stream until the foot of the S'tal range of hills was reached. After
surmounting these and descending on the other side, the valley of S'tul
was passed, and amongst the few houses dotted round the paddy fields
were some inhabited by men from Karinchi in Sumatra, who have the
feputation of being Ab{u lo transform themselves at will into tigers, a
superstition firmly believed in by their neighkours, who held them in some
dread and awe,

Bate Mahdl, one of the lesders on the epposttion s> diriag the
smngnr Civil War of 1866 in Singapore of tu
Sty 1802 (Middienrook. JHBRAS, 24, (2), 1951, p.

35. Prom “Camping and Tramping In Malxys”, by Ambross B. Rathborne
extruots

in 1883, Rathborne wus an Australlan mining engineer, He came to Malaya
sbout 1622 and in 1883 entered into parenership with T. Heslop HIll, one of
ve). Thy

Previots yesr Yap A LOY . o ootatned
Eine st Ampang, and later gold e mine for $170.000 10 a sompany Soatad by
Paterson, Simons & Co of Singapors. But in 1884 the price of tin dropped,
and, wh But ona of the Euroneah minlas companies wens out of businoss. - I
& Bay hbome. Jost 4000 on thelr little ventrs at Ampang, and the wstute

Yap Anh Loy nsed thelr property at the bottom of the siump (see Middle-
Dot HBRAS, 3 24, (2), 1951 97).
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The nest inhabited place reached was the isolated village of Brenna
consisting of two or three wayside houses of the usual flimsy kind, m;:%
built, and as lightly .ll)audom.d should the dwellers care to leave them
and move elsewhere. Tach house had a rough shelter for passersby, in
which hung sundry bunches of shrivelled plantains for sale, and which
were generally occupied by halfnaked children, who made these sheds
their playground. Here the traveller tested awhile before attempting to
cross the swamp, full of rank grasses and rushes, and waist-deep in mud,
that stretched across his path,

Just as night was falling the river of Samunich was reached, and in the
village beyond the way-| “farer felt thankful that half the ourney had been
achieved, and that the next day would bring him to K\m‘n Lumpor. Not,
however, that the second day's journey was any better than the first; more
tedious, if anything, was the narrow jungle path, full of holes and raots;
the paddy fields of Cadjan and the river at Cheras had all to be cros
as well as innumerable streams and spurs and swampy gullies, before the
mining camp of Pudu was reached, an outskirt of Kwala Lumpor, and a settle-
ment of Chinese miners, who were all busily employed “winning” the tin witlh
which the valley abounded.

Kwala Lumpor is the chief town of Selangor, and the principal Govern-
ment offices are located here. It s situated at the moutr of the Gomba
river, a tributary of the Klang, the latier being the chief river of this part
of the country. The houses of the Government officers werc plcasantlv
situated on the adjoining hills overlooking the town, road cou

of heing laid out, order was kept by a small body of Wialty. palice, and
M. (now Sir) Frank A, Swettenham had lately been appointed the British
Resident of the state®6; and its rapid development was in large measure due
to the policy adopted of improving the means of communication to enable
the Chinese miners to transport their supplies at a rmsnnablt cost, and also
to the encouragements to settle t were extende o the Malay immi-
grants from foreign states, who readily availed them:elyc: of the advantages
given.

The imniediate neighbourhood comsists of a fine fertile basin of fat
country forming an amphi-theatre, surrounded on the east by the mountains
of the main range, and on the other sides by subsidiary spurs. The hills
here are bolder and the valleys miore extensive than further south. and
these characteristics hocome even more marked in the state of Perak,
further to the northward.

The town itslf already presented all the appearances of a prosperous
mining centre; the streets were littered with bnr{:v and timber, for substan-
tial structures were fast taking the place of the flimsy wooden houses so
Tiable to catch fire and be destroyed. It was no unosual oceurrence for a
whole village, which had quickly sprung_into cxnstcnn: owing to some great
influx of Chinese miners to the o be entirely

3. Bloomfield Douglas left Selangor in July, 1852, and Swettenham ers
o replace him about September: was gazetted provisionally e nm,uu;
Res
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formed that year, this is probably correct, His reference below to the re-
plscarens of the pIANE aud step Nowses in she/centfy of the town by oy

brick snd tile must actually derive & later visit, as the edict in
Ycotion Was 10f famied wnthl the tatter Dars o 664 (see bext, p. 30 above)
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and laid waste by fire, a layer of ashes and a few badly-charred post here
and there buing all that was left of what had been but a few hours before
a flourishing little centre of trade. In the towns, of course, the destruction
was on a hwrzu scale, and the opportunity was taken ndvautzﬁe ot by
all the bad characters to lay hands on and steal what they could; rioting
and fighting also created a new danger, and made the confusion worse, The
better  houses  were  formerly built with mwud  walls, and over the
ceiling there was a layer of earth. On the first alacm of fire, a hurried
mush would be made by the inhabitants to close the doors of their shops
in order to prevent their contents from being looted. The owners of the
wooden houses nearest the conflagration were husily employed in carryin
what they could of their goods to some place of safety, Thosc in the mud
louses simply sat inside and paticntly awaited events, in comparative safety
if the mnﬁgmnon was not oo fierce; for althongh the light roofs overhead
were burnt and destroyed, the contents of the shop were but slightly da-
maged unless the fire” gained an entrance through the wooden doors or
windows, in which case the building would be entirely gutted. On no
consideration would those inhabitants who were somewhat more remote
from the fire help to extinguish the flames or open their doors, and the
only way to gain an centrance was by bursting them in. As an instance. of
this, T have Scen the Toof of 4 shop cateh hre from some spark that had
blown on to the thatch unknown to the inmates within, wKE obstinately
refused admittance to those outside endeavouring to enter, so that they
might get on to the roof and put out the flames. Shouting and hammer-
ing were of no avail, and there was nothing to be done but to break dn
the door with an axc, when the Chinese occupants were disclosed crouching
down and awaiting cvents i dumb stupidity, scemingly paralyzed by the
dread of g obbed should they open their doors and by the fear that
the_fire after all might reach them. Then in tum house after house had
to De broken mto, and the inmates compelled to fetch water to throw over
their voofs in order to prevent stray sparks from igniting the palm leaves
with which they were thatched.

was to prevent the destruction of property and its concomitant evils,
directly a village became. prosperous and of sufbcient importance, orders
were given that within a defined area all the shops were to be built of
brick before a certain date. This decree had been issued at Kwala Lumpor
just before my visit, and accounted for the roads in the parts affected by
the order being littered with building material.. ..., ...

In 1883 the only other egress from the State of Selangor besides the
river routes was by a_primitive and roughly constructed carth road between
Kwala Lumpor and Bukit Kuda, which was very steep in places, with so
many ups and downs as to appear somewhat like journcying over a tem-
pestuous sea. On both sides of the road was dense jungle, the large
trees of which nearly met overhead, consequently there was no varied
scenery along the route, nothing except an unending vista of forest, beautifil
in its way, yet somewhat monotonous. Tall, giant trees towered overhead.
amongst the forks of whose heavy and wide:spreading branches grew enor-
mous stag ferns, very striking when seen nestling so high up, with their
long green fronds hanging down, overlapping the withered brown 1 aves
underncath.  Some of these forest trees had stems upon which the dark
brown bark grew rough and crinkled, whilst on others it was of a greyish
hue, smooth and glossy-looking, and here and there might be described a trunk

31, The decree in question was lmsued In_ September, 1884, and came
effect on 1 January, 1885, But 1883 was o boom yesr in Kusla Lumpur, and
no doubt there was much bullding in progress Rathborne, writing Fifteen
years later, has probably confused the sctivity that he ssw on two different
Gccaslons,
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spreading out with several wing like projections as it neared the ground; and be-
neath the mighty monsters grew other trees of smaller girth, and beneath these
again still smaller oncs, .m:l Saplings of various sizes, down to the niewly sprout
ed seed sending up i Emt trying to force its way in life, and either
strangled at the umsct—Lullul bv the dense shade and tangled growth
amidst which fate had placed it—or perhaps, more fortunate in its surround.
ings, able to struggle upwards with thin attenvated stem and scanty top,
its efforts seemingly bent upon endeavouring to rear its head high enough
to obtain its sharc of the glimmering sunhght which, although blazing bright
and strong above, only penctrates the dense mass of folage with uncertain,
feeble, and fickering tays.  Amidst this tangle of boughs and branches,
the home of orchids and lichen, huge ropes hang down, sometimes dang:
ling overhead, at others rooted the ground, and growing up. ~ There
arc quantities of these parasites, varying in thickness from a pieces of
string to a chain-cable, and of many varietics, from a species that when
cut exudes an excellent rubber®®, to another from which water trickles to
slake the thirst of the tryeller, who lwlds the dangling end over his open
mouth, into which the water dro Flowering plants are conspicuous
by their absence, although now and again the \olgmw bleom of a ground
orchid or ather shade-loving plant may be described, as well as the grape-
like clusters of the fruit of the attap palms, and vanous fruits and berries.

The vegetation of the swamps differs mnsnluzhly. being dependent
upon the depth of water, mud, and other influences.  The trees are smaller,
and grow from a tangled peramid of roots; their timber is always soft and
of little value. A dense mass of impenetmable thoms takes the place of
undergrowth, :md it is in places such as these that the Tattans are collected,
and cut out of the thory shelllike covering which is peeled off, as nnly
the inside is of any use. ‘These rattans grow in thick prof usion, twining and
and twisting amongst the thorns and bushes, many yards in length, with
nearly a uniform thickness throughout, raising their heads and pgrowing up-
wards until, overcome by their awn weight, they fall down and entangle
thunsclvcs in snl more mmnmblc confusion,

hard on the poor little ponies, who often wm- forced to make great Lﬁorts
to drag the convevance to the top of the hill, and were then compelled
to exert all their strength to prevent the vehicle from running upon them
as they descended the other side. As it was, they were only able to ac:
complish quite short distances, and it was necessary to change them several
times during the journey, Here and there a freshly broken cart by the
side of the road hore witness to the struggles that had taken place when
it stuck fast in some decp rut, and it is upon such occasions that the
training of the bullocks is put to a severe test, for they are coupled by a yoke

38. The Indla-rubber Slagtion;._belore g ncroduction. of the
Para-rubber Tree, Hovea Dmamanm, this strangling of the main
totirces Of rubber n the East, Dut )t Is not riain e it 1 indlechous 1B

MpE comerAppatente onsitiers. that 1t may BAV bien introauced Trom

India: certalnly from the way in which seedlings develop on roadside trees In
the vlnlnﬂy 'of Raub and Tras it can easily esc m cultlvation and

wever, if Rathborne found it plentiful in the Sclsngo- Jungle
as enrly as 1843, it may well be .ndlgenous: 150 urton in JSBRAS,
1, 1878, pp. 106-07. Extensive planting in' Malaya apparently began in the
190's And reached 1 . Whon 52,000 trees were planted out in
Selangor nlone. Planting ceased in 1906, In favour of Hev The chief
feason why . elastioa lost ts place s thut the latex cont Taitin 4 209, ‘of &
restn which hardens in the course of time, and snnuls ita elssticlty (sec

Burkil, Dlctionry Feonomic Froducts, 1835, 1, pp. 1007-08)

30, The Banyan, Fious retusa, but the trickle is In truth reluctant, and the
5ap hos nu acrld taste
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or eross-picce connnected to the pole of the cart by means of an iron pin,
which, passing through both picces of wood, is kept in place by nut at
the bottom, thus allowing he yoke to move freely backwards and torwards.
The oxen are fastened and kept in their places by two woden pins, which,
hang down on cach side of the bullock's meck, and in order to prevent
the cart from tipping up, or the bullocks from tipping up, or the bullocks
from slipping out their heads, a picce of string 15 passed round their throats,
and its ends secured to the yoke. The load also has to he carefully
balanced, so that there shall be just sufficient weight on the bullocks’ necks
to enable them to utilize their full strength, and to prevent the cart from
tilting backwards; for should the burden on their necks bz ton opprissive
the soan tire, and Jowering their heads allow the yoke to slip over their horns,
and are anly prevented from enirely ridding themselves of it by cord encircling
their throats, which often becomes so taut as to nearly choke them. It is
always difficult to get the best of cart hullocks to work in wiison, after they
have failed once or twice to move the load ta which they are attached. and the
driver has a hard task, twisting their tails, prodding them with a sharp stick,
shouting and abusing them; for immediately they find the cart cannot be
moved, one of them is sure to give way and hack, which allows th: other
one to go forward, the cart tums to one side, and the bullocks place
themselves in such a position that the driver has much difficulty in getting
them right agam before making another endeavour.  During these struggles
the cart works backwards and forwards from side to side in the soft mud,
sinking deeper at each unavailing cffort, necessitating some of its load
being removed unless there is plenty of assistance at hand to help in
pushing the wheels round.  Some drivers ha cruel and odions practice
of making a mw place on the bullack’s back, and with a pointed strick
prodding this open sore—a barbarous method; usually, however, the animals
are well vared for, il not they are unable to work, and especially s
this the case with the fine white specics imported from India, whilst those
from Siam cost less, do less work, and require but litedle attention. ‘Ihe
terminus of the road from Kwala Lumpor to Kling was the small village
of Bukit Kuda, a most uninteresting place, where every house was a et
ing and refreshment place for travellers, and did quite a Tucrative business.
Hot and dusty way-farers were Jounging about on the seats outside the shops,
resting in the shade of the verandahs, cating or chewing betel, or smoking
Coloured syrup in glasses, sugar cancs, plantains, sweetmeals, and other
catables were displaved upon the small counters, which were drawn up at
night, and served as shutters to the windows within which the shopmen
sat and gossiped with their customers outside. A few wearv-looking. bul:
Tocks Jay in the road, and a pony was being led about to get dry in the
sun, having been bathed in the Klang river, which at this point is tidal.
A small steamer (when not broken down and useless) plied between this
village and the port called Klang, some distance further down the river,
and up to which place trading steamers from Singapore and Penang were
able to come to discharge their cargoes,

=%

The strength of the tides is considerable, and there must always be a
dangerons undercurrent as well, for anyone falling overboard from the deck
of a steamer is usually sucked under and drowned, and his body is not
recovered.  During spring tides the water rushes up or down between the
somewhat narrow banks, fringed on each side with mangrove trees, and the
traveller, if he is proceeding by a rowing boat, has to wait until the current
flows in the desired direction, as it is uscless trving to stem the stram in
2 hoat of this description.  Klang itself consisted merely of a few houses and
Government offices built on a swampy fat surrounded by hills, one of
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which reached down to the water’s edge, and upon it a fort had been
constructed and armed with guns to command the rver. It was an un-
interesting place, the ahode of many sandtiics, most annoying and mad-
dening tormentors, only kept out by the fnest mosquito nets. . ...

During the early years of the decade, 1880 to 1890, the country between
Kwala Lumpor in Sclangor, and Kwals Kangsar in Perak, the headquarters
of the Kc\lf{u\t of that state, was entirely unopened up, there were no roads
to speak of, and the journey conasted of a difficult and tedious tramp
through the jungle, Leaving Kwala Lumpor and travelling to the north-
ward for a Aw miles towards the hills that encirle this portion of the
country, the village of Batu was reached—a few scattered houses alongside a
fordable river, amm which on the other side could be scen rising from
the forest-covered plain, and standing isolated by itself, a picturesque white
limestone hill.  This hill is hmuu\ for its fine cave whose narrow entrance
is situated a little way up. the hillside, and almost immediatcly opens out
out into a broad, high-vaulted space, at the apex of which there is a small
aperture admitting just sufficient davlight to change the darkness into a
sombre glogminess, throngh which comes the rustle of many wings as colonies
of disturbed bats fling themselves into space, and flit hither and thither with
sudden dashes, secking safety in flight; so that by the time the infruder's
eyes have become somewhat accustomed to the semi-darkness, he thinks
himself alone, and feels but a pigmy as he looks up at the roof above and
shouts, only to hear his own voice reverherating with a hollow, deadening
sound and cchoing back to him, having frightened a solitary and belated
bat that has been hanging in some darker and more obscure comer than its
companions, and qmdﬁy disappearing, it leaves nothing but insects of various
kinds behind, which placidly continue their pursnits undisturbed and un-
alarmed by the unusual sound of a human voice. The floor beneath is
largely composed of guano, but not in sufficient quantifics to be of any
commercial value; and exploring still further, a smaller cavern is discovered,
from which narrow, damp, and clammy tunnels lead on into the hill, and
whose toofs are composed of thick greyish masses of pendant stalactites.

Around these limestone hills the soil is especially good, and vegetation
is luxuriant on either side of the cool bright stream that meanders through
the forest, full of little minnows, which dart hither and thither; along its
banks the' tracks of many animals show that this is one of their favourite

itics, and the upuml haunt of the seladang, the bison of the Malay
Peninsula, a magni t species of wild cattle, known to have measured
as much as sc\'mtl:r:n hands, or five feet eight inches at the shoulder, and
possessing wide-spreading and very sharp horns. They are exceedingly ferce
and dangerons uf‘m wounded, charging without hesitation at the intruder of
their haunts, and most difficult to approach in the thick jungle, through
which it is no easy matter for the tracker to move silently without treading
upon some of the many dead twigs that bestrew the ground or shaking some
small sapling as he creeps along. ~Being extremely wary, these animals move
off at the slightest noise, and when once disturbed and thoroughly aroused
the sportsman had better give up the chase for that day. .. ...

Crossing this fine alluvial flat, the track emerged into an open space and
lost itself in the tangled growth of the coarse and many-jointed buffalo grass,
which creeps and spreads, covering the ground wherever it obtains sufficient
light to enable it to grow, Across this open space was an abandoned house
— our resting place for the night — and alongside of it were the ruins of
another one, which had been demolished and levelled to the ground by an
elephant which had taken up his abode in the vicinity, and had scared away
the occupants who had made it their temporary home......
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After_the morning meal, which only differed from that of the prece-
ding cvening in so far as then 1 ate half of one of the small fowls of the
country hot, whereas now I ate the other portion cold, a plate of rice
and a small piece of dried fish as a relish, followed by a cup of cocoa or
coffee, as ready to creep into the still wringing wet clothes of the day
before, which there had been no means of drying. It was useless to think
of putting on a dry change of raiment, for in a short while it would again
have been wet through, soaked with perspiration, and consequently I should
only have had two wet suits instead of onc. The early dawn always felt
more or less chilly, and dressing in sodden clothes was usually accompanied
by unpleasant fits of shivering.

Soon we were wending our way along the spur of the hills we had to
ascend, past the dangerous place frequented by the rogue clephant. The
path became more overgrown, and the track rougher; large fallen trees
blocked the way, retarding progress, as they lad to be crossed, for the
ground was too steep to admit of laden men going up or down in order to
get tound the obstacle, so with as little delav as possible a foothold was
cut in the log, and sticks placed on cither side to enable the men ta climb

The path as it approached the pass became almost precipitous, and so
slippery in wet weather as to be very difficult of ascent, The loaded coolies
clambered up this portion lahoriously, careful of their foothold at each step
they took, and using their toes to cluthch the ground. The descent for
short distances was cqually bad, and had to be n-gotisted even more
cautiously, but it is amazing how a barefooted man will manage to walk in
perfect safety where a booted onc has to use a stick with which to steady
himself. Habit and use mske ther fect become almost like additional
hands; they arc able to pick up momey or sticks from the ground. thev
seize and hold any object they mav require to keep steady whilst they are
working at it, and in climbing ropes they grasp it between the first and
sccond toe, instead of swarming up as we do, They take the greatest care
not to tread on thoms, for not withstanding that the soles of their fect
have a thick and hardened skin, thoms readily penctrate, and have ta he
pulled out; or if they break off, as they often do, leaving their sharp points
in the flesh, they require to tracted, and it is a very usual sight to
s inumf:v performing this operation, and
eet.

see the carriers after a rough da
cutting the thoms out of one another's

After some hours of descent the valley of Ula Yam is reached, a fine
streteh of paddy fields, and a village inhabited by immigrant Malays from
Sumatra...... The house of the Orangtua, or recognized heai of the
cluster of dwellings, was situated close to the path, and was our halting
place for the night. We were made welcome, mats were spread, and bits
of news interchanged, At the back of the house was a nice clear Aowing
stream with gravelly bottom, nearly three feet deep. As T walked into the
water I saw a long, thin, attenuated water snake, that had n disturl
by my intrusion, swiftly wriggling itself across to the other side, There
was no fear of mv bath being disturbed by lecches hrre, for they only
swarm in muddy places; nothing more disquicting than the nibbling round
my legs of a number of little minnows, which, attracted by my white skin,
came to examine and try whether it may not be something edible, and
amused me by the persistency of their cforts.

n my return to the house after bathing, it was with feclings of
contentment that 1 ascended the ladder on fo the vemndah, for the
accommodation was comfortable and lusurions when compared with the
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night Defore; and sitling down on the doorstep the look-out was bnght and
cheerful, for the setting sun, throwing a last beant of light actoss the brown,
watery paddy fields, that had been so lately planted, lighted them up with
just one warm parting fash of radiance before its golden orb disappeared
Dbelow the horizon, leaving an afterglow of calours in the heavens to tinge
clouds with brilliant sheens of splendour, gradually decpemng m
tint to a glorous crimson, which was slowly lost in darkness. Oune of my
beaters lm§ found he possessed mutual friends and relations with my host,
and they sat up late together discussing them and <chatting.

The next mortiing saw us all once more on the move; skirting alongside
the paddy fields we commenced a hot and dreary journey to Ulu Selangor
through grass and scrub, for all the intervening country had heen cleated of
its forest growth and abandoned, after a crop or two had been taken from
the lind.  Crossing a river about mid-day we travelled on, reaching in the
afterncon the low ridge of hills on the far side of which lay the village
where we intended to camp for the night.

“I'his tidge was covered by a dense growth of bambeos, and was interes:
ting from the fact that it contained signs of 4 former Siamese ovcupation,
the record of which would have been Jost had it not been for the numerous
round shafts which had fallen n and were nearly filled with earth, and
amongst these the track wound in and out, threading its way between them
as it traversed this honeycombed hill. The mming method adopted by these
Siamese adventurers, i probably the cighteenth centry, requited the assis-
tance of two men, one of whom was employed in excavating a curvular hole
of sufficient dimensions to enable him to work within it.  As he dug out
the soil under his fect he put it in a basket attached to a cord, which his
comrade drew up, and throwing its contents to onc side returned it to him
When the orestrata was reached he not only sent up to the surface what
there was in the shaft itself, but undermining as far as he could all round
he scooped up everything that was within his reach, and this all had to
be carnied some Tittle distance to a neighbouring stream i order to separate
the tin ore from its surroundings. Altermnate notches were cut in opposite
sides of the shaft, into whicly the miner, by sticking his toes, was able with
the help of a bamboo pole, or by pressing his clbows against the walls,
either to gain the surface or to lower himself without ynuch difficulty, for
these holes were seldom much over twenty feet in depth.

Being unable to cope with the water in the flats, these Siamese immugants
confined fheir attention to higher places, where, by sinking shafts at regular
intervals, they systematically extracted and scooped out all the orebeating
strata of the ground in which they worked, but they must have been satisfied
with results which would be totally insufficient nowadays to have made their
method worthwhile in the poor land in which they worked.

The ariginal village of Ulu Selingor was built on a low bank by the
side of the Selangor miver, at the highest point where it was navigable for
the small boats conveying the imports and exports of the distuct. At the
Dback of it stretched away a long valley, in the upper portion of which a
high bund had been constructed, confining many acres of considerable depth,
which was utilized by the miners in the neighbourhood*,

This dam had been in existence for neatly a hundred years, and
the villagers had ceased to realize the dangerous situation they had sclected
for their houses, until one wet, dark night, succceding an unusually rainy

40. This paragraph ls the opening seotlon of Chapter IX, beginning on p. 157,
in’ Rathborne's book.
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day, the cry was raised that the tank was bursting.  Some hurriedly ran to
higher ground, but many, hardly crediting the intelligence, remained in their
dwellings rather than face the storm outside, whilst others lingered to collect
as much of their goods as they could carry away befere abandoning their
homes. Fatal delay, for the bund had broken, and the opening, small at
at first, soon widened, letting loose an avalanche of water that romped and
tore down the valley, levelling evervthing that opposed its passage across the
intervening space, and tushing on the village, swept it and all its inhabitants
out into the river; then, dashing against the opposite bank where the ground
was steep and high, the waters recoiled and eddied, tossing shattered houses,
animals, and human beings about in tumultuous confusion, whilst the current
pressed and carried them on its downward course.

A few houses that stood on a slight eminence were all that escaped
being destroyed, and the valley above bore witness for many months to the
torrential Hood that had passed over it. The bushes and tall grass were
still lymg Hattened to the ground, and where the bund should have been
a wide 1ent gave entrance to what had once been a lake, but was now a
stretch of quickly drying mud, where a few fish lingered and hid i the
slimy bottom. The villige was rebuilt on higher ground, and being con-
nected with Kwala Lumpor by milway, it has become a flourishing little
centre of trade, and substantially built brick houses have taken the place of
more temporary structurest!.

1ts inhabitants do a considerable business with the neighbouring state of
Paliang, as 1t is from here that the toad starts that leads over the mountains
to the mining district of Tras and to the gold mines of Raub; and it was
the base where supplies were collected for onc of the forces that were sent
to put down the disturbances that broke out shortly after a British Resident
had been imposed upon the Sultan of that state.

The sole mark left to remind the traveller of the disaster that once
overwhelmed the place in its carly days is a_grassy mound, the grave of
the District Officers2, the only Englishman who was in the village at the
time of its destruction, and whose body was recovered some distance down
the river.

The Malays in this neighbourhood had been almost exterminated during
the many internccine fights, for they had commenced by helping the Siamese
to conquer Perak, and before the cffects of that expedition had disappeared
they began Aghting among themselves, which was more destroctive still.
Those lower down passing up or down, and took to piracy directly the Dutch,
in accordance with the Treaty of Holland, 1824, withdrew from the fort
they had constructed at the river's mouth. The most terrible anarchy pre.
vailed, and traditions of murders and homible cruelties were still current
among the poverty-stricken remmant left in the interior.

The scenery in the neighbourhood of the Selangor river is uninteresting,
the whole country round being broken up with numerous little hills and
valleys, and these had to be crossed on the journev towards Bemam, the
first part of which was dull and uninteresting until Kalampong was reached,
where there had formerly been quite a considerable mining settlement; but

41, Kusla Kubu Bahru. The rallwny extenslon to Kuala Kubu was opened to
trafic In October 1884. Subsequentiy the line was continued northwards to
ver and link up with the Perak State Rallwny. The
through service from Kuals Eangsar to Kusla Lumpur was established in
1903; the first traln carried the Sultan of Perak and his party to the durbar
at Kuala Lumpur in July of that year, but the line was not opened for
regular trafic untfl several months later.
42. We have not been able to ascertaln his name.
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the houses were dlready falling into decay, the population having mostly
left owing to the rich discovery of tin which had once attracted them having
become nearly exhausted. The last portion of the jonrney notwithstanding
the flatness of the country traversed, was a tedious and trying walk, along
a path much cut by the buffaloes which were employed to drag provisions
for the miners over this narrow way, rendering it muddy and shippery in
wet weather, and rough and uncven to walk upon when dry. The village
of Uls Bermam is situated in a beautiful and broad valley through which
the Bernam river flows, the boundary between the states of Sclangor and
Perak, and its inhabitauts were foreign Malays, who appeared prosperous
and well-to.do; their houses were nicely built, and the torf between them
was kept closely cropped by the many goats and buffaloes that roamed at
large, whilst here and there a clump of bamboos broke the uniformity of
the level sward.

d ta the river bank were a few small boats, whose owners were lazily
lalling under the shade of the removable roofs—made from leaves of the
mipa palm sewn together—they Tiad erected, and resting after their two
weeks of hard poling up the river. The children were disporting them-
selves i the river itself, laughing and shouting at onc another with glad-
some exuberance of spirits; higher up a group of women ywere vanishing
behind the bank round a bend in the stream, in order to scek a more
secluded bathing-place; and across the water the curious bieat of the cow
buffalo conld be heard as it clled to its calf, and emerging from a path
leading to the woods came several buffalves, which having done their day’s
work were being brought by small boys perched on their backs down to the
river, into which they were driven, almost disappearing as they lowered
their bodies until nothing but their heads were visible' above the water,
In the far distance the dark bold outline of the Slim mountain range, six
to seven thousand fect in height, formed a fitting and picturesque frame
to this pleasant landscape, where' the air was pure and balmy, and where only
happiness seemed to teign, and contentment appeared the lot of all.

(5) The Opening of the Railway between Klang and
Kuala Lumpur.
15 September, 1886."

The railway station at Bukit Kudah#! with its engine and train of
carringes, the guard hurrying up and down the platform, and the groups of
passengers waiting_for the departure of the tram, contrasted very strangely
on the mormng of Wednesday, September 15th [1886], with the surround-
ing Malayan scenery and the silent but cager and expectant onlookers. A
suloon car was in readiness for His Excellency the Governor and Lady Weld,
His Highness the Sultan of Selangor, the British Resident and athers of
the principal visitors and officials. The first class carriages were occupied
by guests who had been invited for the oceasion, and the compirtments
of the second and third classes were filled with Malays, nearly all of them
being the Sultan’s attendants. There were about onc hundred and thirty
passengers altogether by the first train ever i on the selangor Govern-
ment Railway; it started at twenty minutes to ten, and at a quarter past

43. From “Fifty years of Railway in Malnya”, P M. 8. Rallways, 1935 pp.
9-12. The sccount 15 described #s “extracted (with some omissions) from the
Strait Times da n Y ples
‘of the Strait Times for this period are no longer svaliable. The Selungor

ernment line from Klang to Kul pur the second public railway
the first was the line from Port Weld to

44 Initially the line stopped at Kg Kuantan, on the north side of the Klang
fver: sco the map on D, 52, above. It was fiot until four years later that
@ bridge was bullt over (he river, and the terminus moved t> Klang,
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The Opening of the railway between K

cleven the tmin steamed into Kuala Lumpur station, the mn of abum
twenty miles having been done in nincty five minutes, The speed of
the traim varied greatly, as the lower cnd of the line is not yet ballasted
and over this particular section it travelled at a very moderate rate, and
evidently no small care was exercised in_the handling of the trun i which
Sir Frederick Weld and the Sultan of Sclangor were seated, but as we
neared Kuala Lumpur the speed was greatly Auglcm(cd and we were then
going at about 30 miles an hour. It was a_most comfortable |aumev
throughout; there was not the least stoppage, hitch, or drawback
kind at any time; the motion was very pleasant, the only muvu“u\[ wnnh
neticing being a slight occasional oscillation, not at all unusual on any
ine, and everything worked so smoothly that there was nmJuun to :ug
gest that we were travelling with new rolling stock over a new railw vay.
As a detailed and accurate description of the railway itself mll hmu the
subject matter of a subsequent letter it will be sufficient for the present
to sy that the entirc linc has a good, solid and workmanlike appearance;
the bridges espe re examples of fine work successfully carricd out
in the face of great difficulties. The iron bridge over the Damansara river,
the great cutting at Batu Tiga through a troublesome shale formation too
lnugh for the spade and too soft to blasted, the places on the linc at
which subsidences have taken place, all have thur history  of obstacles
avercome, snd which could hardly be realized hy tl found them-
selves seated in comfortable carriages rolling smumhl\' u\'u‘ the railway.
After a short and pleasant run the train, arrived at the terminal station
at Kuala Lumpur, where some of the principal residents were waiting to
receive the Goyernor and the Sultan, and a guard of honour commanded
by Mr H. C. Syers, the Superintendent of the Selangor Police Force,
in attendance. On the platform of the station Mr Rodger, the Re:
of the State of Selangor, addrcwd His Excellency the Governor in a speec!
full of interest which was ered with remarkable clearness, precision,
and fuency. Mr Rodger's apccch an as follows:—

Your Excellency, Your Highn Ladles and Gentlemen — In kindly
consenting to open this rmlwny, Yaur Excellency 1s putiing the finishing
touch to work commenced under your suspices three years ago. Tlmru is
one person who was present when the first sod was turned, whose absence
I greatly regret today. I mesn Mr Swettenham who first pemumenuy

8 of rallway between Kia: d Kuals Lumpur, a1d subsequently,

in n serles of admirably luctd rts, he 5o thoroughly elaborated the

whole scheme, thi locum tenens had merely to continue i

on the lines Swettenham hud clearly lnld down.

from the initlation of the scheme, the credit of practically carrying it out

belongs to ip Moms, to ciovernmens Raliyay Ensineer who, from
the entire charge of thls work, who surveyed and lald

Out the lne. snd hus carried 1t forward to compievion with very marked
energy and abliity.
4O the contractors emploved in constructing the line, the eurthworks
nsonry have been out by the firm of Messrs Gordon & Co.,
7 Whom wb Of he partncrs, My Gordon nd Mr Balloy, have Rad chargh
of the upper and lower sections Tespectively. Mr. Gordon deserves great
aredit for the mazner in which |
 larg

he fally macquntated with: g e Iangusges. and

on behalf of n work which, to most of the people, must then have p-
‘ed purely mythical.

Mr Balley has had to contend with even greater difficulties on the

lower section, owing to the distance from Kusls Lumpur, and to the fact

Jhsx e chief mmgiusertag_dificuities. (n the shape of Eridges, eut

embankmen cur on the lower section of the ling this

Sorsation T WOuL4 specially Mention the valuAblG Aseistancs rendered. 1o

the Government by two of the principal members of our Chincse com-

munity, the Captain China, and Towkay Ah YokiS, who, on recently

45, Chow Ah Yeok, o prominent mine-owner. ind the second Chinese magls:
trate in Kunls Lumpur. See pp. 31-35, above.
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hearing that there was grest dificulty in obtaining  sufliclent luour
force, came forward {n the public spirited manner and supplled thc
ve

magnitude o of
required, nor of whlc.h (he SHeaing TS ey fonmed. a Seaa 1a
the history of the Stu

45 i Of {hi consICHR of Unta rallway was curried out during Your
Exceliencys absence in uiope, 1 would nsk 10 be aliowed bristly wu reter
1o mome of the more sailent pumu \n connection with the.hlaiory. o
lme. The waa turned by Your Excellency, av Kuala Lumpur, T
Juiy Jbsd, but tor severa) s el e e e s
her = e zalway, or mastier, i wonil spsaly e
Silized 88 & BUBOLIVILE Tor ENG (AmOUA. OF 1famOUS, Demnesarh Bsad

Hepus n year. Tne next question tl rose was the fnancial
one, but this difficulty was oveicome by the generous mssistance of the
Coloninl_ Gov. U who lent to Selangor a sum of $300,000, of which
o sninde. have sined bas taken Gver by ‘the nelg

is ne le to cstimate, with approximate accuracy, the
exact cost of Lils Taiiway, and I may sy thar 0

ransinted Into local currency, less 1han 4750000, With the ucwﬂn
0, ch I have alresdy referred, this

been” and wiil be met irom the urrent revenus of tha suv.e.
on o 16, wes doclded 50" oonstimet the taliwy, it Dems dx
cessary e the services of Asistant Engincors Lo take charge of
the varlous secvions of the fline, bilt. consdstabls dlfeulty. whs cxper
rlenced in obtaining these oMcers, suid they dld not armive from England

n co
the rolling stock. It was thought in Seiangor they uld be advisabic
& Tiidisin typés on AGeOURE ol ne eXODHORAIY Jong oxperiente
in Indin of meter gauge lines, similar to this, and Wworking under
somewhat analogous citmatic cnditions.
Complete indents were prepared ot
s Type, 10 Be. prosad, dorety e neie Bub tie Selungor view
Wi adopted by the authoritles consulted in Engiand, and 1t was
fndently decided \o use the Engish Colonia types, woica' Yaur Excel-
lency has seen todn
His Excellency the Gnvcmor replied to this addresy in a short speccht
expressing his concunience in all that had been said by Mr Rodger. His
Excellency alluded to the labours of Mr Swettenhain velule; British Resident
at Sclangor, a post which had since been so ably filled by Mr Rodger, an
after some other general remarks concluded by declaring the railway formally
open,

An addre: was then presented by Rajah Laut at Kuala
T, € ohih e ful]ow 1 is a translation:

His Excellency Sir Frederick Aloyslus Weld, G.CM.G, Gavernor

of the Stralts Settlements. From the fulness of our hearts we bid you wel-

this our country, and make known to Your Excellency that it

affords us great pleasure, as also &ll the merchants and Malay Inhabitants

of the State, to observe the ght of your countenancs by duy and by night

Are now enabled to busk In the sunshine of your pressnce, thersfore we
the merchants, traders and general inhabitants feel very much elated
8t the arrival of Your Excellency on this great occasion. This \t sn
ch we shall

- remember. o
Bovernment amording us 1ts s piacing & Resident here to lool
< weltare of Selangor, we felt like ons Wanderiag ln the sungle,

our way beset by thorns and thickets If we Were not sareiil Bow v
Iulded our_ footsteps we siould ineviisbly bave stepped on the thorns
snd wounded our feet. Theref ince the A of the Bricish

nt 1" tho Gountey, we have folt es one rvaie up and placed

46. Sir Frederick Weld was Governor of Western Australla, 1869-74, and
Governor of Tesmunia, 1874-80.
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between Farth snd Sky. So great has been the change from our pre
Tisus to-cur present eonditlon. 'Tho ARy admost Lnpofians ehunae i

that now ‘peace wnd prosperity relgn_throughout and confusion s un-
i M second

Toremere, kB MrOSGs Ay Gomn . CrANE, TG, o the Baehs Of the
gountry, Thirdly — ll the laws re lust, therefore everyone it settled
In peace. Fourthly — the country his been opened up and Improved
by means of roads so that all can eusily come and go.” Fifthly — this

y now mude in order Lo further facilitate our
feans o To asalit In the. dosslopment of shis BLate, i
order that the traders and others may work with profit to themselves
and to Government, Places that were 1 oW been

‘brought ;:M and goods that were dear have now become cheap,
This was fallowed by another address in Chinese presented by the
Captain China¥
‘To His Excellency Sir Frederick Aloyslus Weld, G.C.M.G.
All the Ch.l.n;se ‘Towkays and Traders in Kuala Lumpur join In
s o

Y ddr our Excollency. Most of us can remember the tim
not long ngo ampur we a Jungle village hidden
away amidst the dense forest. In those times our only means of -
munleation between different polnts was by means Of narrow jungle
rucks, nnd Jbies Witk sioon the way of trade, immigra-
tlon &nd emigration were g ton. But now thanks to
tne great infercat which ~Your Esoellemcy takes In the  Drogrees
of thls State, we recelye the boon of this new ralway and

st is change whic) ade thereby — the old trucks have
Hvon way §o u level road the swamp snd wresmy ave hridged over.
and through Its our former

trade Increases, and the Incoming and out-gol lng our ‘population and
Droperty 15 Féduced 1o the  Greatest Possinle ortalnly - wad celerity:
I2 Sonjunction with the lvey we have wow alsm the bensfi of the
telegraph ulong which our messages fiy lke a strong wind,
would now acknowledge in the presence of Your Excellency our astp
gratitude to you for these benefits. It is through the kind supervison
Shd assiathnce which you have sver rendered 1o ihis Our Stare that
Moo derive the sdvantages above recorded Bnd we pray that the
raliway now op by you mey long prosper, and remain a memo
of Your zxcenmcyu indnesa 10 the peo

T un all to five undLr the protection of the

nglish Govermment. under which no wrong-doer may flourlsh Or exlat
but, must, fy to other reglons, The good and UFIEAL peobiaslome Ty

congregate under Your Excellency’s protéction. We are all -
cellency’s children. Ve " Four B

(6) The Official Opening of Connaught Bridge
17 April, 1890.4°

The Colonial steamer Sea Belle with Sir Frederick and Lady Dickson
and party on board, arrived at Klang on Monday morning 14th, rather earlier
than had been expected, having done the joumney from Singapore in some-
thing under 20 hours. A salute was fired from the Fort as she came to
anchor alongside and some little time later the Resident, Mr. W, E. Max-
well, 6., accompanied by he Raja Mada of Selangor and the Govern-
ment officers stativned Klang came on hoard to welcome the Acting
Governor, who enterfained them at tiffin on the after deck w hich was
ily Alr(nm!v(l \wrh hunting.  The Sea Belle then proceeded to Bukit Kuda,
the old teny s of the railway, which is now distinguished by possessing the
finest I\ruILL' m rlu- \(ala\- Peninsula, of which more anon

Tis Fxcellency and party then landed and procecded to the milway
station v\lu(‘ll was_tastefully and appropriatelv decorated, and travelled to
Kwala Lumpor, where ilmv amived amid a salute of fog signals at about

They were received at the prettily decorated Station by the principal
inhabitants, Malay, Chinese and European, and a detachment of Sikhs of
the Sclangor Military Police formed 2 guard of honour, looking extremely

4. Yop An shek: o suotesded ws Otpfatn (‘mnn a1 Kuals Lumpur fol-
lowing Yap Ah Loy's on 15 April, 1885 . 34, al

48, Prom the smgnmre rree Pre:n Weekly mmnn 22 Apr 3 moo 82,
49, She named dy Dickson. There was alreadv n “Lady Clarke™

urchascd from he Suiian of Johore. . 1680) snd o “Lady Cloment"
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smart in their handsome full-dress uniform, and their turbans of red and
yellow, the Sclangor colours. The band, which is a new acquisition, was
also present and took the usual share in welcoming hs Excellency.

Unfortunately, owing to the heavy rains in the hill country, the road
near the station was deeply fooded with muddy water bat mhnnm;e was
taken of the new road to the Residency by which the worst parts of the
road were avoided. The guests as might be expected expressed great
admiration for the new Residency, which is indeed a very handsome build-
ing and has a beantiful situation overlooking the plain on which the town
of Kwala Lumpor stands, and affording a splendid view of the amphitheatre
of hills Leyond,

Tuesday 15th, Sir [. F. Dickson and the Resident visited the
the g:u'duns and the new lake, Lake Sidney, of which Kuala Lumpor is
justly proud and ing ected the hmpmls and the goal. . E. observed that
since his visit, wmlp took place three years ago, there had been a nmark
able improvement in the former and that the Pauper Hospital promised to
be a model to the other Native States.

In the afternoon T, H. the Sultan, accompanicd by the Raja Muda
and a few of the principal tajas, called on Sir Frederick Dickson at the
Residency and had an mterview with His Excellency,  Later on Lady
Dickson held a garden reception which was numerously attended but w:s
somewhat curtailed by a sudden storm of rin, which effectually stopped
tennis, and drove the visitors into the Residency for shelter.  In_the
cyening, after dinner, the Residency party visited the fine new Chinese
theatre, and were much struck by the gorgeous costumes of the actors.

Wednesday morning was spent by His Excellency the Acting Governor
visiting the new Court-house, which is in course of ercction, and pro-
s to be a very fine building, and the market (recently opened), which
leu wellventilated, and has a good supply of water. In the afternoon
((ump:umj by ei’e Resident and Capt. Massey,
isit the Sultan, and afterwards witnessed
pnmlc of klu !atldls of lhc Sclangor Miltary Police, whl(h was carried out
m a manner highly creditable to all concerned, the men execuling the
various movements with great steadiness and precision.  His Excellency
expressed his approval of the way in which they went thriugh the manual
firing and bayonet exercises, and his regret that owing to the absence of
Mr. Syers in Singapore, he' was unable to congratulate him personally on
the smartness of the corps under his command,” In the evening there was
a dance at the Residency, which was thoroughly enjoyed, and kept up to an
carly hour the next moring,

The great dav. however, to which all these festivities were the prelude
was Thorsday, 17th, on which the new Klang bridge was to be opened.
Two special trains conveyed all Kwala Lumpor down to Bukit Kuda, where
the formal ceremony of declarmg the bridge open was to take place abont
nine am. On arriving at Bukit Kuda the train slowly steamed across the
bridge, cutting on its way red and vellow ribbons and came to a standstill
at a tastefully’ constructed pandal that Had been erected on the south side
of the river for the reception of visitors, After Sir Frederick Dickson had
personally inspected the bridge, which is about 150 yards long [and] stands
on 5 piers 80ft high from their foundations, H. E. was requested by Mr.
Maxwell, speaking on behalf of H. I1, the Sultan, who was himself present
attended by Malor lludmu and suite, to inangurete the opening of the
bridge, and by spe quest of His Highness who in his recent visit to
Singapore had Dimsclt obtained the Duke. of Connaught’s permission, o

eclare that it should be known hereafter as the Connaught bridge and be
a memorial of H. R. H's visit to the Straits,
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His Excellency in reply said that he had much pleasurc in acceding to
the Sultan's request as conveyed by the Resident, and heartily congratulated
1. H. on the completion of a work the greatest of its kind hitherto carried
out in the Malay Peninsula.  Sir Frederick Dickson pointed out that
Selangor, under the present form of administration with which s Ex-
cellency had always so loyally co-operated, was showing the way to other
States, and that the example was now being followed, among others, by
Sunger Ujong, and that orders had now been recei tn push a line of
railway mto the heart of Pahang. This new line would connect the Great
Tastern State with the Straits of Malacea by a line nearly 120 miles long.
iy Exccllcnzﬁ after entering into some of the leading engincering features
of the new bridge, congratulated the contractors, Mr. Spence Moss. the
Covernment Railway Engineer, and all who had had a hand in the work,
and thanked the Sultan for the hearty welcome he had received i This
Excellency's country.  The company then adjourned to a_champagne. and
sandwich breakfast given by Mr. Machean, the tepreseutative of the cou-
tractors (Messts. Howarth, Erskine, and Co., of Singaporc,) and the success
of the bidge was drunk with due honours. A photograph or the party
was then taken by Mr, Watkins, and an engine was christened bv Lady
Dickson#9, His Excellency and party then proceeded by the new extension
line to Kling, where the new station—though as yet unfinished — was
prettily decorated, as indeed was the rest of the town, and after inspecting
the Fort, His Excellency entertained a number if his friends on hoard the
Sea Belle at lunch. About 1.30, after the guests had said their farewells,
the anchor was weighed, and the Sea Belle slowly steamed down the river,
an its way to Penang, after fonr very pleasant days spent in Selangor

(7) The New Government Offices, Selangor.
Laying the Foundation Stone, 6 October, 1894.5¢

On arrdving at Kuala Lumpur®!, but little time was available cither
for getting 1id of the “blacks” with which a traveller on our railway is always
s0 plentifully besprinkled or for getting a cup of tea, before it was time to
assemble at the ate of the New Governmes ces to witness the laying
of the foundation-stone. Had we only known, there would have been
1o necessity to scurry about for the cup that cheers, for Mr. Norman had
made all the necessary preparations for protection against sun or ram and
had provided refreshments. Decorations were the order of the day, and
an arch at the entrance to the ground, festoons of flags, and plan-adorned
walls gave as gay an aspect a5 possible to what is never a very cheerful sight
—the beginning of a large building. His Excellency, accomnpanied by the
Resident and Mr. Severn, soon arrived on the ground, and shortly afterwards
Mrs. Treacher drove up. Mr. Treacher lost no time, but addressing the
Governor said he once more tendered the thanks of the community to His
Excellency for coming all. the way from Singapore to assist at these public
functions; he (Mr. Treacher) assured him that these visits were highly ap-
preciated and all were indebted to him for them, as well as for the practical
manner in which His Excellency took up every subject brought before him.
The building of which the foundation-stone was now to be laid was estimated
to cost $152,000, with a trific added for the cost of resumption of houses and
land. It might be said that this was a large sum for a small Malay State

50. From the Selangor Journal, 3, (3), 19 October, 1894, pp, 40-42

51. The Goyernor (Sir Charles Mitchell) and the mafority of the princlpal
Festdents of Kuals Lumpur had gone by train to Kuals Kubu Rallway Station
crller, that ateroon, to attend the formal opening of the extension of the
Sta 5 u’ Sel a

te Rallway to jangor. It may be noted that at od _there
ns_talk of ca the line on from Kuala Kubu over the Semangko
1o Roub, in Pahang, mther than northwards o the Bernem RIver into

Purak. In the end & Toad wns taken over the pass to Kuala Lipls in 1896-07
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to spend on Government: Offices; but it must bc nmcmhued that from its
[m\mvm Kuala Lumpur would aluavs be the centre administration for

Sclangor, cven thongh the tin of the district w l’L \\orkcd out.  Morcover,
the plans provided offices for every department, including what i Singapor¢
would be ‘termed Municipal Offices. Post and Telegraphs Offices—in fact,
for all u(q)l Courts and Police. It was presumed that the Colony cannot
0 wrong, and Selangor could not go wrong in follm\ulg the Lol(my. Penany
had o re m\u of il 300,000, Selangor 3 revenue of over $3,000,000—only
some $800,000 short of the revenue of the \\hnlc of the Straits Scttlements:
lad been permitted to spend $231,000 on their Government Offices, not
including Post Office, and Selangor therefore could not be wrong in spending
S152,000 on their little offices, The Resident concluded by askmg His
xeellency to lay the stone.

The Governor replied:
Mr. Treacher, ladles and @nnemen‘ So far from deserving any
thanks for my visits to Kuals Lumpur. 1 may say with all sincerity
thot they bave been very pleasant holldayss2 Not only do 1 like the
climate very much, but 1 tHnk your charming town, and if I may
permitted to say s0, your charming little soclety quite make up for

to sk me to lay the foundation-sione of your new Public Offices, an

sald. I hing
coonomical, and I believe (hat States, like individusls, when they are

bul the services should then be wo of the home given

boen_ excessively plefined with whiat T'have aeen of the public oMces Ta

the Native Stutes. 1 belleve them to be filled by cnergetic, carnest men,
e ‘well-beln,

]

of the State. I should ltke to sce you pull together as you have
bitherto done, eneretic and desirous of doing all in your power o
advance the (nterests of the State you serve. ‘Thus will you be truly
emblematised by the grand new offices you are sbout erect, Mr.
Zreacher, compared the cost of ofioes tn the Colony With the pstinated
cast of these If Mr. Treucher can build for the sum he says the fine
Officas these bl falr fo be, all T CAD by 15 that Jou have the most
econamicnl encineer 1 am Scquainted with, It gives mo & great dedl of
pleasure o come to your publle functions. Pernape; if you cowd bave
kept them & little more separute—If the pleasure had been sprend o

licier spuce, we Should huye had more of 1. However, a5 Mr. Trencher
leaves to-morrow, that would not have heen possible.

A, C. Norman, the State Archite then preseated His Excellenev
with 2 \Lrv handsome silver tiowel, with ivory handle and gold bands, on
which was engraved:—

GOVERNMENT OFFICES, SELANGOR.
Puzsenms 1o HE 8m C. B H. MrrcHziL,

For laylng the Foundation Stone.
October 6th,

A2 Eorller. wt Kuwla Kubu, the Governor sald that “in Singapore they

looked upon Selungor<an a sort of piayuround, where they were always sure

of having a happy time! The extract which foillows this one certainly

there wis A Certaln sportaneous galety ahout some of the

tending residents i this period which must have made it an attractive as
1 s i progressive community
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In a cavity below the stone the Governor placed a yen, some Straits
coins, a piece of Sclangor tin from the Straits Trading Co., and a copy ot
the Current number of the Selangor Journal, which, he remarked, wunrd no
doubt enlighten those who might pull down the building as to the condition
of affairs in the State now.

Assisted by Mr. Norman, Mr. Bidwell and Mr Groves, the Gavernor
then lowered and levelled the stone, and declared it “well and truly laid in
the name of the Great Architect of the Universc.”

Before concluding the ceremony the Governor desited to express his
deep regret that the man responsible for that building, who had taken so
much pains with it, was not among them. He trusted the visit of Mr.
Spooner® to India would restore hini to health and to Sclangor.

The stone is a mass of conerete weighing about half a ton. with a marble
bearing the inscription—

H. B Sm Amui Bamat, KOMG.,
Sultan,

H E_Sm CHames B H Miommi, KOMG,
Governor of the Stralts Settlements.
Tezacyer, C.M .G,
British, Resident,

This stone wus lald by H. E, the Governor on I.lll‘ ﬂth dav of Octoher. 189,
A. C. NowMaN, Architect. Q. E. SroonEs, State Engineer.
and is at the base of what will be a handsome dnLk tower 140t high, in
the Ambesque style, which is to form the main feature of the front; two
other towers, containing circular staircases, forming handsome additions to
cither facade, The building is ta be of two stories, with a 12ft-wide veran-
daly all round, of red brick witl imitation ih)m. di ith a tiled roof.
The photograph of a sketeh in_ perspective, on the invitations issued, gives
1 goad idea of the handsome pile which \M“ adorn the Gombak Road,

Accommodation will be provided on the gronnd faor for the PW.D.
and District Officers, Mines Department, Lands, Audit, and Treasury, eacl
office with its own strong room. The Post Office and the Sanitary Board
will also find 2 habitation in_the wing nearest the Town. On the first floor
in addition, there is a fine State Council Room. offices of the Secretariaf, a
Sanitary Board Tall, rooms for the Resident and other officials, and the
Chinese Secrctariat,

(8) The Installation of Electric Light at K.L. Railway Station
Official Opening, May, 1895.5¢

The card of invitation to witness the opening of the above at the

Passenger Station, Kuala Lumpur, gave no idea of the varied manner in

which visitors were to be entertained: in fact, it is just a question, if the

Acting Resident Engineer wasn't more surprised than his guests to find the

53, Spooner, the State Engineer, had previously served in Ceylon (1876«
. Merrmg o the present hallding e its oficil openine. in Aprit 1e,
Yie ‘sald, “Mr. Norman then drew out & ground plan and Mr Bdwell C
clevation in Clagsical Renafssunce.... Though I did nat like he” Gesign,
fdopted the arrangement of the offices and the general lines. T then pr
on o tyle, and in due course sent It in with an estimato
for 4152000 (Selangor Journal, & (18] 14971208). In 1092, 8ir Olement)
Smith, then Governor, had sald that $60.000 could be spent on_the Stat
Ofces, and 820,000 on the Fost Office, making a total of §80,000 whols
pulldthg, but the inereased estimate was passed by Sir Wit mxwen
54 m the Selangor Journal, 3, (19). 31 Mav. 1895, pp. 303-04 In 1912
Hownrth Erskine, Ltd, amulgemated with Riley, Hargreavex & Coi, Lud, to form
the firm of United Engineers, Lid,
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platform of his chicf station the scene of a dance and a concert. But,
however great Mr, Highet's astonishment may have been, he is to be com-
plimented on the admirable way in which he concealed it as well as upon
the zest with which he entered into the fun,

Upon the arrival of the visitors at 9 p.m. the station was in comparative
darkness, in order both to be able to note the full effect of the difference
in the light, and that the Acting Resident should perform the initial “switch
on” As it happened, the opportunity for the former occurred more than
once, and a gentleman remarked that it shewed great foresight on the part
of the Manila bandsmen to have brought their own lights with them, This
“jumping,” however, is, we ber, an incident of all mew installations, and
will very seldom be observed in the future.

Mr, Rodger amived soon after 9 o'clock, and at once switched on the
light; he then, attended by Mr. Ehghet, inspected the disposition of the
varions  lamps 1bum the station, and shortly afterwards returned to the
Residency.  Si Jy with the i a very far-off sound of
the Band was heard, too far off, indeed, fo be appreciated; so they were
brought down from their lofty elevation on the top of the portico and sta-
tioned at the Workshop end of the High Street platform. Every arrange-
went had been made for the comfort of the guests; refreshments were pro-
vided in a room at the end of the platform, and scats placed outside the
station as well as inside.  However, the advent of the Band within the
buikling, and the strains of 3 charming waltz, soon gave the gathering—
which had first, some say, scemied rather slow—quite a different complexion,
and several ladies and gentlemen were soon’ whirling round. This was fol-
lowed by Lancers, in which the observant spectator might have noticed some
quite new combinations in one or two of the figures. Then some part sing-
ing, then the Barndoor, then a young meémber of the Railway Department,
pesumably, gave a solo—in fact, there were one or two—then more waltzes,
more Lancers, and so on. Al very enjoyable—but, alas! Indian patent stone
does not make the hest of floars on which to sport “the light fantastic toe.”
Then the ladies left; afterwards scme more songs, a little specchifying, a great
deal of cheermg, and finally “Auld Lang Syne.”  As we said above, all this
came as a surprise; but all the more enjoyable on that account; in fact, the
company were as bright as the newly installed electric ight, which is saying
a good deal,

The dynamo is of the Brush Victoria type, of 12,500 watts, driven
at 1,240 revolutions per minute. This high speed i obtained by beltmg
funning on pulleys of different dimensions, the engine making 67 revolutioms
to accomplish the 1,240 of the dynamo. The power is obtained from the
Railway Wortkshop engine, and a system of fast and loose pulleys enables
the dynamo ta be started or stopped withont interfering with this engine.

‘The lights are five arc lamps, cach of 2,000.candle power; one 50-
andle power, six 32candle power, 54 l6.candle power and four 8-candle
power incandescent lamps. “Lhey are distributed as follows: over each plat:
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form, supported from the roof, and 20 ff, high. is an are Tight, mid another
is placed outside the entrance to the station, 20 ft. above the portico; in the
Goods Yard, at two diffcrent points are twa more arc hights, suspended from
iron lattice poles, at a height of 50 ft. from the ground. The incandescent
lamps are fixed in the station and its offices, a5 well as in the Workslop and
Fagine Shed. ATl the lights at the station are controlled froma switch board
in the Booking Office, the others trom the mam switch hoard in the Engine
Room. For the several lamps in the Wotkshop independent switches are
furnished, so that they may be turned on or off without interfering with
each other,

Howarth Erskine, Ltd., who have carried out the installation, have
aleeady done work of a similar nature in Saigon, Bangkok and Singapore, and
are at present engaged in lighting the Smelting Works of the Straits Trading
Company at Pulan Brani.

In conclusion, while bearmg festimony to the great improvement effected
by the electric lighting of the Station and Goods Yard, and to its undoubted
utility, we trust it will not be very long hefore we are able to chironicle in
our pages the commencement of the work for lighting by cleetricity the
town of Kuala Lumpur.



Appendix C.

Notes on the principal Maps i ing this Paper or
in preparing it

1. Kuala Lumpur, town & environs.
C.A.G.-H. 1955 for 1875-78. A reconstruction of the settlement of
Kuala Lumpur and immediate cnvirons, about 1875.78, prepared for
publication here: sce p. 18, abov It is based partly on W. ‘I.
Wood's map of 18589, which has been amended to interpret conditions
in the scttlement prior to 1850, he future town was clearly laid
out less formally at this period. with numetous irrgnlar passages be-
tween the liouses. The only roads shown and named on the present
map are those which were apparently already defined as major pass-
ageways. Their lines have been taken from the only possible source,
the map of 1889, but some were clearly tortuons and narrower before

the reorganization of the ares in the carly 1880's. The same point
applies to the streams Iving north and south of Ah Loy's township.
They have been given appriximate courses hased on W. T, Wood's man.

but by the late 1880°s they had been confined to ordered channels. and
4s the ground round them was deseribed as swampy prior to about 1583-
84, they presumably wandered more playfully than they do here
Road shown by datted lines are thise in the v of the original
settlement which it is thought were not established as fnllscale public
roads until after 1860. Certainly we know that Klyne Street (pamed
after John 11, Klyne, at onc time a member of the Public Works
Department) was not Jaid down until 1883-84. when the ground to
the cast of it was drained (6). It seems likely that Yap Ah Lov Strect
(7) dates from the same period. The Iigh Street was continued
heyond the lower stream in the Tatter year. Originallv the whole area
between Petaling Road and the river was Yap Ah Loy's private do-
main, and there is no evidence that any public road man throush it
before 1880-81, Finally it scems unlikely that Pudoh Street would
have heen so mamed by 1889 unless it had originally been the first
section’ of Pudeh Road, subscquently raised to the dignity of a Street
when Pudoh Road itself was linked with the east end of Cross Street.
There was no bridge over the Sungei Klang prior to the arrival
of the British Admingiteation. From the reported distribution of the
two rivers at this period, it seems likelv that the track to Batu and
Rawang started from a point opposite Ke Rawa, and did_not cross
the Sungei Gombak. In the same wav, the Damansara Road (the
Kuala Lumpur end of which was said to have Been onlv a broad
path until some time after 1880) presumably ran almost duc west
from the Market Street ferry to reach rising ground close to the foot
of the Bluff, and thence up to the line of the present Bluff Road.
Both James Tnnes and Tomaday, who visited Kusly Lumpur in 1876
and 1878 respectively, say that their first view of the settlement was
acrass the river, from high ground on the track from Damansara.
Wood, W.T. 1889. “Plan of Kuala Lumpor (sic) and environs, State
of Selangor, 18897, lithegraphed at Stanford’s Geographical Estab-
lishment, Londom, from a drawing prepared locally: area of print ap-
roximately 28 by 37%: scale, 17 to 6 chains. The map is signe
By W. . Maxwell in the bottom right-hand comer, over the title
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British Resident, Sclangor; Maxwell was not officially appointed B. R.
Selangor until 1 June, 1889. As the map is dated 1889, it sccms
likely that it was completed in the latter part of the year, and probably
not published until 1890, Only one extant cxample is known to
us, a shightly damaged copy in the bur\ﬂy Dept, Sclanger. 'I'he first
intial or the drattsman’s mmc is partially obliterated on this copy,
and he is shown as C. Wood on the two tracimgs prepared
for puhhcaunn here, e mml certainly, howeyver, hayve been the
W. Waod who was a surveyor and lster draftsman with tne Kuala
Lumpur Land Office from 1887-92, and subsequently cnicf drattsman
in the Survey Dept, until his retirement about 1910, A tracing of the
complete map, reduced to 17 to 30 chains, is n.pmduwu on p. 4,
.lhov: and copy of the centre of the town, reduced to 17 to 12 chains,
. L

FTPD. 1950 for 1895. “Town of Kuala Lumpur, 1595", a recon-
struction prepared by the Lederal ‘Town Planuing Dtpulmcut fmul
material suppied by the Chict Surveyor, Selangor (Ket. 5049 & 5050):
arca of drawmg approximately 25 by 30°; scale 1 to 12 cllmm
'L ic centre ot the town only is reproducea here from a tracing by

M. Foong (Kaffles Muscuni): see p. 53, BbOVE: It COVCTS dPProx-
nmtdy thc same area as the detail from the map of 1389, printed on

FM;. Surve’ Dept. 1916. “Directory map of Kuala Lumpur”, pre-
pared and printed at the Central Survey Office, Kuala Lumpur, and
pub]ﬁllcd under the direction of the SurveyorGeneral, FMS. (Reg.

0. 133 16): sale 3" to 1 mile.

F.M.S. Survey Dept. 1919. “Kuala Lumpur & Environs,” lithographed

at the Central Survey Office, Kuala Lumpur (Reg. No. 11219 = scale

2" to 1 wile.
F.M.S. Survey Dept. 1836. “Kuala Lumpur business aud rcs:deuml
area 19367, FM.S. Surveys Reg. No. 14' 1936: sale 8" mile.

2. State of Selnnlor
The earlicst extant map of Selangor knovm to the present writer
is the F.M.S. Surveys Dept Map 97 of 1926. It is clear, lmwcvcx,
that at least one, and vnssnhantwo maps oi the state were publ
prior to this date. The Selangor Journal for 11 December, 1896,
(5, (7): 106) contains the following notice,

e New Map of Selangor, which ls advertised for sale ln Lhe Govern-
ment Gm(tt at $250 (four sheets, unmounted), furnishe he correct
position of every town in the State, and each is 'shown In plnk colour;

ind ua far &5 possible, the Survey Department have snown all allennted

g56 an nx

Thiis tha new sarvey of the Bornam Kiver, supplled for the purpase b
e oerak Gavernmans. Tho. scaleof the map. 1o, w0 miles”th. . inch.
Mucn new and vajusble informstion ls glven snd the work reflects very

ngor Survey Department.

It au:ms likely that tlus map was thc work of W. T, Wood (see note

above). Earlier, in June, 1894, the Selangor Journal (2, (20): 316)

carried an announcement of the publication of 3 Selangor Dicectory, which

included a map of the state!. In the absence of these maps, usc has been

made hete of the appropriate sections of the major maps of the Malay
Peninsula_published between 1875 and 1900. They have becn included
to show the advances in and the knowledge

and development of the country, round Kuala Lumpur and the Klang
Vialley during this period. A close examination of the three maps publish-

1. “Statistical and other Information regarding the districts of the State
of Selangor”, 60 pp., 1 map, Govt, Printing Offices Kuala Lumpur.

1 9 AnTIAB0
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ed under the auspices of the Straits Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society
cven suggests that Kusla Lumpur moved nearer to the coast literally as
well figuratively. L
Home, Lt Col. R, CB, RL. 1876, A map of tic Malay Peninsula
prepared fram data by Capt Innes, R.E, |.W.W. Birch, D. Daly and
Admiralty charts, under the direction of Lt Col. R. Home, C.B,
RElithographied at the OQuarterMaster General's Dept, for publi-
cation in the second volume of papers relating to the disturbances in
the Malay States (C-1512: Further Correspondence relating to the
Affairs of Certain Native States in the Malay Peninsulz, in the neigh-
bourhood of the Straits Settlements; H. M. Stationary Office, Londan,
June 1876). A facsimile reproduction of the section covering Selangoe
and Sungei Ujong appears here on p. 13 H

13, above; sale 1" to 15
miles. 1 his map shows Selangor before the settlement of the boundary
dispute with Sungei Ujong, in 1877 for the subsequent alignment of
the bounday, sec the map on p. 27, (after . M. Gullick, scate 1*
to 24 miles).

SBRAS. 1879. A wap of the Malay Peninsula, drawn and printed at
Stanford’s Geographical Establishment, London, from data supplicd by
the Straits Branch of the Royal Asatic Society, and published under
the auspices of the Socicty. The map is dated 1879, the year in
which the material was sent to London; but the proofs were not
passed until_carly the fallowing vear, and copies were not available
until the end of 1880. A facsimile reproduction of the section cover-
ing the Klang valley and the cnvirons of Kuala Lumpur appears here
on p. 20, above: 11" to 8 statute miles.

“The SBRAS map of 1879 represents a very considerable advance
on the earlicr maps of the Malay Peninsula, Nonetheless, as the officers
of the Society knew, it is far from perfect: it contains several serious
errors, and parts of the arca are covered very inadequately, Accordingly
the Hon, Secretary, W, E. Maxwell, started to gather material for the
prepamation of a new and improyed edition as early as 1881.  For
this purpose he collected tracings of any maps based on subseq ent
surveys. A copy of onc of these tracings is reproduced herc on pp.
48 & 49, above: the tracing is signed by Maxwell, on behalf of the
Sacicty, and dated May, 1883. It shows part of the Klang valley,
and' the communications round Kuala Lumpur. 1t will be noted that
the course of the Sungei Klang is omitted below Damansara, presum-
ably because the lower reaches were wellknown before 1880, and were
not surveyed again on this occasion. The name of the suryeyor is not
known, but he may have been William Cameron

SBRAS. 1887. The second map of the Maly Peninsula, drawn etc.
s above. The revised map is dated 1887, but copics were not avail-
Table until 1888, It is a marked improvement on the carlier map, and
as exploration had slowed down by this time it was rcprinted, with
change of title only, in 1893. A facsimile reproduction of the section
covering the Klang valley and the cnvirons of Kuala Lumpur appears
herz on p. 54, above: seale 1" to 8 statute miles.

SBRAS. 1898. The third edition of the Society’s map, agin incorpo-
rating extensive revisions, and with a considerable increase in the
number. of places marked on it. In this and the subsequent edition
the hills are printed in brown, and a full-tone facsimile reproduction
in monochrome is accordingly not possible. A copy of the section
covering the Klang valley and the environs of Kuala Lumpur, d
on retouched phofopraphs, appears here on p. 60, aboye: scale 1
to § statute miles. (The fourth and last edition of the Society's map
was prepaced in 1910: it was not possible to complete the printing in
that' year, and it was published in 1911, with the date amended
accordingly). R




Gombak Road (now called Jalan Raja) and part of
the padang about 1902.
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